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zeceivedl froni the Grand Comimandery
-af Toxs, announcing thre death of Past
Grand Commander John C. McCoy, who

.died lu tire city of Dallas, on thre 30th
,of April last, in the sixty-eighth year of
bis age, honored and respected. May

caor brotirren ",Rest lu peace until thre
:Reurrection Morn.'
EUOICAL DISSERTATION ON TBP,.lAà

RITuALS AND THEIIi MABORIC
CONNE(CTION.

It is not nry intention te enter into any
-discussion, about the history and merits
,of "Freemasonry," ner of the nivmerous
aide degrees and Rites tint corne under
the category of thre "IBigh Grade" sya-
tem. These latter 1 do net consider

gomine Masonry, niany of theni being
mre like the P~agan Philosephy of the

UILcient sages, and frein thre intense feel-
ings of bitternees engendered amonget
them of late years by the nivalry of con-
tending boâies, asserting claims to greater
-autiquity and auflrenticity, ail feelings of
brotherly love sud consideration appear
to ba eradficated. My object is te show
that truc Templary la purelyj Christian,
=ud ln no woey a part of Uqiiverso

1 carl iot in general tÉernis agree as te
thre aniqLity of aU thre Masonic tradi-
tions, and would asir yen net te pass over
thousands of years and. lose sight ef the
-intervening space, by which alone what
we caUl Maeonry is known, poring over
Efyptian hieroglyphica te solve tire mys-
tories of thre primitive wonld, however
interestîng te the Antiquarian, *gives but
little insighrtinto Modern "Freemasonry"
aud its kindred studies. No doubt the
tbeoryl correct that lu Babylon cen-
turies before the Christian era, when the
Jews were returning te, Jerusalem. te
asst iu building the second Temple-"
"Confucius" and 'Tythagoras" carried
Iraclc muci te commemorate the building
-and glory of the "Firat," Temple, snd
tanghit others. WVe have been taught iu
4 school of a lnter period, and 1 prefer te
bave my history nearer home; more'se,
-as we have now one ef the mont exhaus-
tive and reliable.- histories by " R. F.
Gould,"' Barrister-at Law, London, Eng-
aud, ever published on "Free-MasWonry"
-a perfect mine of information net, te
be found in any other work on the

-sunbject.
TUE COMMENCEMENT OP MASONIO

It is clearly ascertained thnt modern
- Masonio Templary originated front tire

"lHigh Gre»o system. of Free-Maory-
isoon after Speculative Maaonry was
directly imported from Englaid. to tha
continent of Europe, where it was
enthuBiasticalIy adopted as a pure code of
morality and universal. Brotherhood.

The "High Degrees" were tinat pro-
mulgated about 1741, or a few year
earlier, (ostenaibly unknown before that
period> by French and Gernian niembcrs
of the Craft, who, for the moat part, con-
fined to men of leisure and letters, prin-
cipalJly chosen. from. the higher cklv'ees of
social life. not content with the trply
noble mechanicalocrigin of Free-Masonzy,
were ambitious to ho thought, the de-
scendants of the famous ".Religions and,
*Mi:itp--y Fraternity of the Templars,
and endeavored to assert, a claini ta a
parentage more in accordance with their
own ideas, based upon the supposed con-
nection that had traditonally existed. be-
tween the Teniplars of the Crusades and
the old Christian Builders or Architecta
cf the cloisters.

These Bigh degrees, being fonnded on
false promises <1) were at first strongly

(1.> The High degrees are the addaitions
made to thre original Craft degreen of
Spocuistive Masonry to aiU above that e
tMaster Mason,» which subsequently ini-
oluded tire Royal Arcir degree, ana tuire
arase froni the suppose connection be-
tweon thre .Anciont Builders and thre Tom-
plars; thi8 gave thre impetus to, thre fertile
imaginations of Ritual compilers iu Europe
te invent new degrees (flot always iraving,
thre merits of historical authority) au an
amplification ana development of the craft
rituels. Soine of thoma derivedl fron thre
,Hermnetic" Philosophy, and thre mystie

theories of thre Frenchr aud Germaa
sohools, supplemented by obivairie degrees
claiming descent snd connootion with aul
thre exine! orders of Knighthood. Thre
Order of thre Temple exercied conider.
able influence in founding the «FrecA Rl&
degees.

The principal iaea, being the discovery
in a vauit by Soottisir Crusaders of tue
ZoBt ineffable word1 also that in thre seark
they had to wonr with thre "lSword" in oe
baud and tire «<'Trotol in thre other-as a.
confirmation of thre belief in thre originl
conniection exxsting between the old Chris-
tian Builderu sud -the Chivairie Frao..
ternities.

in thre Brtish Empire and thre Unitte
Status of America thre terra t6High degremu
or Grades" le now generaily appliod te tr
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