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tion of all the moncys so applied. The above figures illustrate suliieiently, I think,
the suns granted by the Craft througlhout thte wlle jurisdiction for benevolent pur-
poses, and fori a pretty substantial proof that this ldistinguislinîg claracteristic of a
Freemason's leart is to be found amiong the mem bers of our Lodg. s.

3. I must not weary you 1,y staying to argue the question whether tic provision
suggested for a stated sui to bc paid to a brother disqualified from labor, and to his
widow in case of his death, is a fair one or not, or better than the systeni vhd1li has
litheito prevailed, or whether such a seceme vould nifford an adequate return for the
fees exacted for miemberslip; but I do not liesitate ti pronîounce it as enîtirely at var-
iance with the fundanental principles of the Masonie OJrder, and 1 feel that 1 cannot
better express to you what tny views on the subject are than by adopting and quoting
froni the address of M. W. tro. Wilson to the tirand Lodge in 18()8, Vhen lie sa;d:

"Ma.soNR O oT A MERE RENEFIT cLxu."

« In the discussions vhich occasionally take place at our annual ie. tings, senti-
ments are somctintes express: d by the youînger miemubers of the Fraternity which have
led nie to believe that they neithser fully understood nor appreciated the oi iginal de-
sign and ami o! our instituîtioin ; hut lad couei to regard it as if the.t grt at and sole
object of our Association wasthe mere accumulation of funds for the reli- fof distiessd
3asonîs, for the support of their widows and for tIhe education of their destitute child-
ren, forgetting, apparently, tue ex planatiois which hîad t een given and the lessons
they had received at their initiationi into our myster ie.<. Clarity, in its largest sense,
in its broadtst signification, is a virtue de ar to the lart of every true Masun, and
tIat charity wlich is not onily aeive, but passive, is freely exercised by the genuine
brother ; lie is ever ready to assist the distressed as he is to abstain froma unkîinlness,
uncourteousness, or the imalicious cousti uction of bis i&ei:rhbor's motives. The incul-
cation of every virtue, the im provenent of our species, the advancemer.t of learning
and sîcince, the study of the literal arts, aud especially the cu.tivatirn of brotherly
love, these are sone of the aims of the Craft and of its votariks. If there is to be
found in our ranks any individual who lias joined us actuated by no liher motive
than self-interest, and influenecd by the idea that lie is thereby miaking the :nost
judicious investment for himself and family, lie vill soon diseover ihat lie lias not
only deceived Iimself, but that he has altogether misp.rehended the genius, the
scope and the great objects of Masonry ; for our Brotherhood is not for a moment to
bc placed on tlie saine level with those cre benefit clubs which have recîently beei
establihed, with the sole and avow-ed intention of muaking to the contributor or to his
legal representatives a full and eqiivalent returi in hard casli for that wYhieli lie lias
investel in their bands. Neithier is 3:aonry to he thus shorn of ber fair proportions
nor is shse to be circumnseribed or fettered as to the discharge of lier numerous duties.
We are told that the three greattenlets of a Mlasons profession are Brotlt rly Love,
Relief, and Trnth; and to you, my bretlren, I now say, cultivate theni ail."

4. The vice of intemperance lias always been regarded a-s a Masonic ofence, and it
requires no declaration on the part of hIe Grand L;dge to niake it such. Temnperance
is enjsnd on every novitiate, and I iejoice toe able to say that tlhe practice cf tbis
and every other domestic as well as public virtue bas been exeIlplified in the daily
life and conduct of the micnbers of our Order.

5. It only remnains for me to notice the attack nade upon the Board of Gencral
Purposes, whicl is charaterized as cunbersoie and expensive.

The Board is the Comnmittee of Grand Lodge, one half of tIhe numuber
exclusive of the oi7io mîîembers, being elected ;y the Grnui odge
and one half appointed by the Grand Master. The business for
them to transact is of sucli a ciaracter that it is necessary for theim to neCet, not onmly
two days previous to thxe ainual conumunicatior of the Grand Lodge, but ailso during
the year bLetween the aninal neetin:g-:, and it, must be born in iniud tisat ;in addition
to the imatters specially relegatcd by the G-mud Lodge, the Board is chargd, under
our constitution, witlh all the commnîittee work of the t;rand Lodge; is to hear and
determinie e.11 subjects of Masonic complaint or irreguîlarity; lias charge of the
finances of the Giand Lodge, and is to examine all denands upon tie sae, as well
as inspect and audit the books and papers relating to flie Grand Lodge accounts. The
Boaid is also required to niake the necessary preparations for the communication of
the Grand Lodge, as well as provide for the ordinary expenditure of the Grand
Lodge, and is charged with the care and regulations of all the concerns of the Grand
lodge.


