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tion of all the moneys so applied. The above figures illustrate sufiiciently, I think,
the sums granted by the Craft throughout the whole jurisdiction for benevolent pur-
poses, and form & pretty substantial proof that this distinguishing characteristic of &
Freemason’s heart is to be found among the members of our Lodg. s,

3. I must not weary you by staying to argue the question whether the provision
suggested for a stated sum to be paid to a brother disqualitied from labor, and to his
widow in case of his death, is a fuir one or not, or better than the system which has
hitherto prevailed, or whether such a scheme would afford an adequate return for the
fees exacted for membership; but I do not hesitate tr pronounce it as entirely at var-
jance with the fundaumental principles of the Masonic Urder, and I teel that 1 cannot
better express to you what my views on the subject are than by adopting and quoting
from the address of M. W. Bro. Wilson to the tirand Lodge in 1863, when he said

f03aASONRY NOT A MERE BENEFIT CLuen.”

«In the discussions which occasionally take place at our annnal me tings, senti-
ments are sometimes express :d hy the younger members of the Fraternity which have
led me to believe that they neither fully understood norv appreciated the oviginal de-
sign and aim o1 our institution ; but had come to regard it as if the groat and sole
object uf our Association wasthe mere accumalation of funds for the reli-fof distressed
Masous, for the support of their widows and for the education of their destitute child-
ren, forgetling, apparently, the explanations which had teea given and the lessons
they bad received at their initintion into our mysteries. Charity, in its largest sense,
in its broadest signification, is a virtue dear to the heart of every true Masen, and
that charity which is not anly active, but passive, is frecly exercised by the genuine
brother ; he is cver ready to assist the distressed as he is to abstain from urkindness,
uncourteousness, or the malicious constiuction of his neirhbor’s motives.  ‘The incul-
cation of every virtue, the imjrovement of our species, the advancemert of learning
and science, the study of the Jiteral arts, and especially the cu.tivaticn of brotherly
love, these are some of the aims of the Craft and of its votarics, If there is to be
found in our ranks any individual who has joined us actvated by no hizher motive
than self-interest, and influenced by the idea that he is thereby making the most
judicious investment for Limself and family, he will soon discover that he has not
only deceived himself, but that he has altogether misapirchended the genius, the
scope and the great objects of Masonry ; for cur Brotherhood is not for & moment to
be placed on the same level with those mere benefit ¢lubs which have recently been
established, with the gole and avowed intention of makiog to the contributor or to his
legal representatives a full and equivalent return in hard cash for that which he has
invested in their hands. Neither is Maronry to be thus shore of her fair proportions
nor is she to be circumseribed or fettered as to the discharge of her numerous duties.
We are told that the three greatienets of a Masons profession are Brothaly Love,
Relief, and Trnth; and to you, my brethren, I now say, cultivate them ali?

4. The vice of intemperance has always been regarded as 2 Masonic ofience, and it
requires no declaration on the part of the Grand Ledge to make it such,  Temperance
is enj-incd on every novitiate, and I 1¢joice 10 be able to say tbat the practice of tbis
and every other domestic as well as public virtue has been exemplified in the daily
life and conduct of the members of our Order.

5. It enly remains for me to notice the attack made upon the Board of General
Purposes, which is characterized as cumbersome and expensive.

The Board is the Committec of Grand Lodge, one half of the number
exclusive of the oficio members, being elected Ly the Grand  Lodge
and one half appointed by the Graud Master. The business  for
them to transact is of such a character that it is necessary for them to mecet, noi ounly
two days previous to the annual communication of the Grand Lodge, but also during
the ycar between the annual meeting<, and it must be born in mind that in addition
to the matters specially relegated by the Grand Lodge, the Board is charged, under
our constitution, with all the committee work of the t;rand Lodge; is to hear and
determine 211 subjects of Masonic complaint or irregularity; has charge of the
finances of the Giand Lodge, and is to examine all demands upon the same, as well
as inspect and audit the books and papers relating to the Grand Lodge accounts. The
Board is also required to make the necessary preparations for the communication of
the Grand Lodge, as well as provide for the ordinary cxpenditure of the Grend
Lodge, and is charged with the care and regulations of all the concerns of the Grand

Lodge.



