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he would carefully destroy every weed
and blide of grass w be found in the
plantation, and then put on a heavy
dressing of well rotted manure, say
fifteen to twenty loads to the acre, or
if to be had. fifty to seventy-five bushels

of unlewched ashes per aere o if leached |

Keep !

ashes, theu twice the guantity.
the beds free of weeds at any cost.  1f
the crop promises to be extra large, an
addittonal coat of wmanure will assist
the late berries to keep up their size,
and thus add very much to the value
of the crop.

For some years he has not had any
vines heyond reach of artificial water-
ing, but as regards the expeuse that
may be incurred for this purpose, each
grower must dectde for himselt whether
the increased value of the crop will
warrant the outluy. After harvesting
a large crop, if the plants look exhausted
and are throwing out but very few run-
ners, he advises to plough under the
plantation, as they will not pay for
further cultivation. In this remark
he refers to the Wilsan ouly, never
having been able to make any other
variety bear itself to death the first
beariug season, though he has repeatedly
had the Wilson come so near it as not
be worth caring for another year.
the yield has been ouly mouderate, the
second crop will probably be as good,
if not better, than the firss.

Such is Mr. Smith's method of culti-
vating the Wilson Strawberry ufter
over twenty years of experimenting,
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and he does not consider two hundred

bushels per acre an extra crop, for he
has repeatedly had wmuch more, and
sometimes donble that quantity——in
fact, will not cultivate for any length
of time any variety that will uot yield
at least six thousand quarts per acre ;
though he must confess that he has
never succeeded in getting it from any

other variety, the Crescent Seedling
alone exeepted,

Of other varieties, he says he did his
best with Jucunda, hut does not believe
that he ever grew a quart of them that
cost less than tifty cents; Seth Boyden’s
No. 30, Triomph de Gund, Sharpless,
atud many others. are large and beanti-
ful, but not protfitable fur him, while
Captain Jack, Red Jacket, Prouty, and
Duncan, have borne with him about
ane-halt of what the Wilson would have
done vnder the same civcumstances,

Such has been his experience in
strawberry growing, and but once in
more than twenty years has he tajled
to have at least a paying crop, and most
of the time his crops have been very
profitable. These large erops have been
by no means the result of chaunce or
hap-hazard cultivation. but of very rich
land, well drained, heavily manured,
thoronghly cultivated, well protected
during the winter, surface munured in
the spring, and well watered, if dry
weather come on darving the bearing
season.  His experience has traght him
this lesson, thit other things being
equal, the richer the lund che larger
Lhe erop.,

At the ¢ nclusion of the reading of
Mv. S8mith's paper, the President called
upon Dr. H. E. McKay, of Madison,
Mississippi, to read his paper on Straw-
berry Culture in the South, in which
he stated tuat their largest yields and
finest berries are obtained from a elay
loam.  As to varieties, he said that up
to the present time he had found no
single variety to be trusted so implieitly
as the Wilson. Banish it* from onr
lists and eulture, and you remove the
beacon light that guides us to the goal
of success in strawberry culture. The
next most valuable variety for the
sonth is the Charles Downing.

Some discussion was had upon the
subjects covered by these papers, in the
course of which Mr. Hale, of Connecti-
cut, remarked that the cutting off of
the blossoms from newly planted straw-




