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TOPICS FOR THE WEEK

Agricultural News and Comments.

‘The Devon breed of cautle was mtroduced v
the Umited States the same year that Shorthorns
were, in 1817, but they have not been as favor-
ably received and have not met with the populanty
that the Shorthorns have. The Devons are said
to be a typical general purpose cattle  The cows
give a good quality of milk comtamning high per
centage of butter fat. The beef quahies of the
breed are the very best. One senous objection to
the Devon breed 1s their slow growth,

In 1870 the yearly average rate of freights per
bushel for wheat from Chicago to New York was,
wia lake and canal, 17.10 cents, lake and rail, 22
cents, and all-rail, 33.3 cents. In 18y7 the rae
was §.22 cents e lake and canal, 7.42 cents via
lake and rail, and 12.5 cents z7a rail alone. The
lowest year for lake and canal freight was 1n 1895,
when the rate was 4.11 cents. The lowest year
for lake and rail freight was i 18qo, when the
rate was 0.61 cents.  In 18906 the all-rail rate was
the lowest, when 1t decrcased to 12 cents. ‘fhe
decrease in all the rates duning the past 27 years
hias been full 3oo per cent.

In 1880 the acreage of wheat in the United
States was 37,986,717 acres ; the average yield
13.1 bushels per acre, and the average price 1n
December g5 i cents. In 1897 the acreage was 39,
465,066 ; the average yield 13.4 bushels, and the
price in December 80.8 cents.  The highest price
in December of any year was in 1881, when wheat
went up as high as $1.19 per bushel, the lowest
pricg in December of any year was in 1894, when
it dropped to 49.1 cents. The greatest average
yicld per acre was in 18931, when it reached 15.3
bushels per acre, and the lowest average yield in
1881, when it was only 10.2 brashels per acre.

The United States crop report makes a favorable
indication for the wheat crop for the present year.
The approximate estimate for the United States is
375,000,000 bushels of winter wheat, and 275,
200,000 bushels of spring wheat, or a tolal of
650,000,000 bushels. Though this estimate may
be exceeded, °t is hardly safe to count an a larger
estimate at this juncture. This isnearly 200,000 000
bushels more than last jear, and the largest on
record.

According to late staustics, the Amencan farm-
er is hecoming anomnivarons reader of agricultural
Iterature  Prior 10 18y4 the total number of
farmers' hulletns issued by the U.S. Department
of Agricullure was §40,000. In 1894 the number
issucd was 278,500, 18ys, 1,567,000, 1890,
1,891,000, and 1 1897, 2,387,000. The supenn
tenduent of the division uf pubhication says that the
demand for lterature 15 steadily increasing, and
that thus 1ncrease svems likely to cuntinue unni
every une of the 5,500,000 farmers of the United
States 15 provided with literature sent out by the
deparunent bearing upon agniculture.

Professor Robertson has recently vosited the
crcamenes in the Northwest Territonies. The
butter business in that section 1s progressing, and
it 1s expected that there will be an increased out-
put this season.  ‘T'he great numing districts of the
West will be able to take all the butter these cream-
eries can supply. Professor Robertson, on lus
return from the West, will visit England un business
connected with his department.

Through the skill of the chemist the farmer n.ay
find another competitor in the market for supply
ing fuod. It seems that sawdust is very good
food When sawdust and umothy hay are ana
lyzed 1t is found that their component parts are
almost wlentically the same. A German scientist
has recently invented an apparatus for cunverting
sawdust into cakes. These cakes may be used for
cattle, horses, etc.  The new substance conststs of
two parts of fine sawdust and one part of bran
and muriatic acid  After fermentation the nuature
is baked. Itis then damped by means of water,
when it makes a good substitute for hiy or straw,
and 1s also good fodder for cattle and horses.

The Philippine Islands are south-east of China
and contain about 1co,000 square miles, witha
popalation esun ated as high as  10,000,000.
There are three scasons , « culd season [rom No-
vember to March, a hot scason from March to
June, and a rainy secason from June to November.
The islands are nich in natural resources, which
are sull largely undeveloped.  Large quantities of
toliacco, hemp, sugar cane, cuffee and cocoa are
produced, a considerable part of which 1s shipped
to the United States The value of all impuorts
from the Phihppines fluctuates widely between
$5,000,000 and $16,000,000 annually.

Boue 15 one of the most valuable fouds for hens.
If the poultry raiser has no bone-cutter or bone-
mill, many hones that could be used for the hens
will be wasted.  Dones are very tough, and are
nat casily brohen by pounding with a hammer.
To facilitate such work, however, bones should be
heated in an oven or parually burnt,  If well:
stezmcd, they also become brittle.  After heating
the bones, pound them on a flat stone, and they
will be fuund not so difficult to break as before.

It will be of interest to know that in European
countrics the governments assist very materially in
regard to freight rates .1 agricultural products.
France has ubtained reductions of 30to 50 per
cent. on agricultural products and manures.  Den-
mark has gwen a subsidy of £ 300 to a steam
ship line for the bacon trade, and milk and butter
are there forwarded by passenger trains at good
rates. In Belgium free carriage is given for milk,
vegetables, pouliry, etc., carried by farmers for un-
mediate market.  In addition to its efforts towards
decreasing rates, Germany gave 1n 1895 £246,000

as a first instalment towards making hight railways,
fur which purpuse Denmark has also granted large
sums. ‘The colony of Tasmana gives guaranteed
freights.

A road grader s une of the must necessary un
plements for a township to pussess. Lo depend
upon manual labor for the st grading ot ruads
and the repair of others that require re shaping s
a uscless waste of labor and moncy.  Improved
road machinery is as great a saving 1o rvad
making as is the scdf binder or the steawm thresher
in farming operations.  ‘T'he grader in the hapds
of a skilful operator will du the work of fifty to
seventy five men 1n grading and levelling the
rvadway.

Our British Letter.

Co-operation in England.

(Erum Uur Speual Correspondent.)
London, Eng., June 6, 1898.

In a recent article 1 promised to refer to the
question of co-operation 1 England. We here
know well what 1t 1s 1in Canada and continental
countries, thanks to the governments and press of
these natons.  In England, too, there 1s a good
deal of co-operation ; but, unfortunately, 1t 1s not
amoungst agnicultunsts. ltsamongstihe consumers
These gentry have co-operative stores 1n some of
our large towns by means of which they purchase
their consumable goods 1n large (quantities and also
very cheap , and, when they have them, they sell
thcm to the individual members at a price which
none of the retatl shops can match.

But these same gentry hold annually in a dif
ferent district what they term a “Co-operative Con
gress At this the chief officials, etc., enlarge un
the advantage of the ccor crative systum, and,
sometimes- - as this year--they go out of then way
to “teach their grandmothers how tu suck cpys ™
(to use a colluguialism).  The congress fur this
year has just concluded its annual dehibuations.
I don't intend to tefer at length to them, but 1
simp'y cite the affair as one common in all coun
tries, 7 ¢, there are always aud cverywhere to be
found those who, by some perversity, think they
can teac.. the agricultunist aither a short cut w
wealth, or at the least, teach him how to man-
age the business, in which he has spent a Ife-
time, Letter by far than he himself 1s able to man-
aget. Inacountry like England, where the farnnng
comnunity is conservative in every charactenstic
to an cnonnous degree, this advice 15 not hstened
to with much attention by that community.

With much advice of the descuiption indicared
flying about ever and anon, 1t is, pechaps, hardly
10 be supposcd that our farmers have yet 1aken o
co operation in any large or nauunal sense. It
may be, and 15, unfortunate, but that is the simple
fact.

However, I am able to state, on the best
authority, that some of our agnicultural institutiuns
are not only cngﬁed in looking into the subject of
co operation (both for the purposes of purchase
and of sale), but that ghere 1s d possibility that 1t
will be tried n a form which can be commended.
The subject is a very difficult one, so far, at any
rate, as co-operation for the purposes of sale are
concerned, and this arises, in my opinion, more
from the phlegmatic and conservative temperament
of our cultivators than from anything else.

Co-uperatior among the farmers for the purpose
of purchasing seeds, manures, implements, feeding



