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TRUE METHOD OF TEACHING NOTATION.

I proposo to show the truc method of onabling thoso childron
who have already loarmed to hundreds properly to express any num-
ber, no matter hoï higli.

Tuntr SSrx..-Tere are but threo diffornt stops to be attended
to, none of which possesses any great difliculty.

Vrite on the bl«ckboand any suries of figures in proper order.
When-this is done-

(1) Show the childron the nethod of dividing theso into periods,
or groups of threc, counting always fromt the right hand. In this
thero-will bo no difficulty. The soparation of each group may b
effectedi by a comma, a hyphen, a tick, or, with very young children,
the three figures in caci nay bc urnited by a lino abovo the, ai
400, or they may be completely surrounded by a circle, as (Sa),
the great object being to accustpn the pupils te regard cach grSup
as indopondently of the others as possible.

(2) Thoyshould next learn to rend theise periods; that is, to rend the
numbers in-each exactly as if written by theimeolves. Tius, suppose
the number divided into periode on the blackboard stood thus

640,307,081;
tiey muet say, pointing to the first, cighty-onc; to the second, three
hiundred and sevea ; to the third, six ),madred andforly; the nano of
each period being omitted.

This is excecdingly easy, but it is exactly in this that defects are
most frequontly met with. They should, therefore, b exercised
on it frequently, until they can do it correctly and without the
sinallest hecsitation.

(3) Thon, but net till then, they ahould bo tauglit the nanes by
which thq periods are distinguished from each other ; and they
should m ako use of those when repeating the numbers in each.
Tius, to the above numbors thoy sioùld add millions after the six
hundred and forty, thorsnds after the three hundred and seven,
and units aftor the cighty-one; so that the whole will rend six
himdred and forty millions, threo iundrpd and seven th'rusanid, and
eighty-ono units. They can next b taught to drap the word uits
-it being generally loft out-but lu each caso, when not oxpressed,
they ought to know that it is understood-School Bulletin.

THE PRIMARY CLASS.

WvRITIN<G LEsSoNs.

How should we interest these little foLks in the writinig lesson
Lot tlem write.

Children like to talk, and next te talkinig cones this wonderful
sign-language, writing. Lot the little folks write often to learn te
write, as you let themt talk often ta lQarn to talk, and rend often to
iearn ta read. But wlren you hear then talk or rend, you are ready
to prompt them, so that tley will not -fall into wrong practice.
They need just the sane care on your part wihen they write. Watch
their fingers. Prompt themr when they make the written signs, as
you do when they make the spoken ones. Written language should
follow ver y close ta spoken language, with the child. * hias to re.,
press his oice in a groat measure when in school. His mind is
bubbling over. Lot sone of this mental enery work out of his fin.
gers. Lot him write as often as you can; never to tire him;
nover in a hap-hazard way; but under oye, with care, with thought,
with interest.

I know of no elemntary brandi into which more life and inter-
est can bo put than the writing. It gives the children somnething
real to do. It is visible. Abovo all, it-can bo iad. A cbids first
writing is ta him truly wonderful Do not confuse the child's mine
with theoretical analysis, nor give him fragments of letters ta write.
The favorite method of teaching seeus ta be, first, a wearisome
practico on elementary linos and fragments of lettere; next, a
todious drill on isolated letters and disconnected words; and finally
a monotonous procession of copy-book saws and proverbs. This
dull routine has robbed writing of its highest charn as a nmed'un of
expresing thought, and has placed the greatest obstacles in the way
of both teacher and pupil. How would it scom in readinù; if, for
many months the child was required solely ta articulate-letters,
sylibles,.and words, discohnected frorm any thought? Whatever
might b his gain in enunciation, would be at the expense of ail nat-
ural effort and intorest.

Make the writing more a natural proces. Give your pupils at

the start a complote idea, a wholo letter. As soon as they have
learned a few letters, lot Morn build up little words; and as early
as possible, lot them write.dsy phrases atnd sentonces. Lot children
write thougits as you lot ther rend thougits; and give thei somte-
thýiig interesting ta write. Their writing thus becomres a language
to therm, the samre as thoir roading and'speaking.

Talk to the children a great deal about writing. Tell therm about
the lutters, se that they vill feel acquainted witi tihe. Help trrem
te se how mnuch liko the printedi signs the written unes are. Write
the letters on the black-board, and attract the oye of ovory pupil
by what you say about them.

The analogies botween different letters will b a fruitful thene.
We take the little dotted letter first, and ptudy it, and when the
children onco learn ta mako it, they have only to double it, and
leave off the dot, and they have a second letter, t. Thon, again,
the toacher takes small it, and shows the children the two parts of
the letter. They learn te know these parts, and how te nake
the lutter fron them. The teacier tells thoni if throy just double
the first part of ii, and add td this the last part, they ,i1 have
another letter, small m. 1

In this way, children will got ta be as sure of -each letter they
write as tiey are of each word they speak. It is possiblo to cducate
their minds far ahead of tieir fin ors ; but the latter ivill catch up,
and will soon do botter work for tho child's knowinng more about it.
Illustrato freely on the bla·:k-board; associato pleasant ideias with
the letters; make the writing always a recreation to the child-
never a task.-Primnary Teacher.

TEN RULES FOR LOSING CONTROL OF A SCHOOL

1. Neglect te furnish oach pipil plenty of suitable seat-work.
2. Make commanda that you do net or can net securo the execu-

tion of. Occasionally makce a demand with which it is impossible
ta cmply.

3. Bo frvolous and joke pupils te such an extent that they will be
forced ta "talk back." Tis wiill " break the ice," and they will
soon le=a to be importinent in earnest. Or he se cold and forma
as ta repol thoni.

4.Alew pupils ta find out-that they can annoy you.
5. Promise more in your plesant moods tiran you can perform,

and threaten more in your "bIle spells" than you intend te perforn.
6. Be se variable in your moods that what was allowable yester-

day is criminal to-day, or vice versa.
7. Be overbearing te one elaes of pupils and obsequiouse te sen-

other class.
8. Utterly ignore the little fornialities and courteies of life in the

treatment of your pupils in school and elsewhere.
9. Consider the body, mind, and seul of a child utterly unworthy

of study and care. Lot it be amatter of*indifference to you whether
a child is comfortable or uncomfortable. Consider that it is unim-
portant why a child enjoys one tling and dislikes another, and that
it is net your business te aid him in forming a worthy character.

10. Lot your deportment towards parents and officers b such as
will cause you-to lose their respect and confidence.

One or more of these rules faithfully exocuted will secure the end
in view.---Wisconsin Journal of Education.

WVHISPERIN~G.

Many teachers are fretted:and troubled by the whispering of thoir
pupils. They ask "How can we stop whispering ?" Suppose we
put this in another aspect, and ask " How shall we provent thoir
wanting te whisper ?" The usual way is to have a rule against it
and a penalty. Sa muci is deducted from thoir standing, or they
are made ta stay in at recess or after sciool. But lot the teacher
give the pupils employment, and thon they will not bò likely to whis-
per. "An ounce of prevetioni worth a pound of cure." It is net
Well ta make a rul against whispering. Lot the pupils know that
you do not want it donc, and then try the effect of employient At
ail events do net consider the scholar as a reprobate if e will wiirpor.
Rofiect what you w-uli do under the sanie circumstances ; reflect
further that teachers are very apt te whisper when together. And
if a pupil whispors, it is not absolutely necossary to rap on your
desk and look crosaly at him. The world will not fall to pleces if
one or ten whispor eadh day. Be brave, then, and donot be friglit-
ened if one whispers.

Let is now see howit can be stopped, for a schoolaom that ie
fullof noise and confusion is air unsightly spectacle. Noise and


