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teimplated, but wlietlier in the expectation that the
resuilt of the enterprise will cause so rapid a develop-
ment of the lead industry in Uritisi Columbia as to
ren<ler the proritable operation of works of this char-
acter possible within a reasonable space of tiie, or in
the belief that our present production of lead orc is
sufficient to, at least, maintain witlhout a direct loss,
a refiner\ in operation, ve are not in a position to
judge; but, it is, neanwlile, ablunlantly clear that
the great railway corporation bas determined upon
a policy, hvich it lias exceptional opportunities of
successfullv carrvi ng out, of assisting the development
Of the iiiiniig inidustry of British Columbia by every
possible ineans. This policyv wile, of course, not
adopted froi iipurelv disinterested iotiv es, lias al-
ready exerted a beneficial influence on mining in
Rossland, and the i)recu;iit prosperous state of tie in-
dustrv in that district, the recent large increase in
ore-production and tie exploitation of the lower-
gt ade mines, is, we opine, largely attributable to the
considerable reduction in freight and treatient costs,
since the Canadian Pacific Company acquired the
smielting vorks at Trail.

Mr. Kendall, neanwhîile lias comipiled sone inter-
esting figures coniparing the costs of snmelting our
Slocan ores at home and abroad. Tie present duty
on lead in Slocan ores, entering the United States, is
I.5 cents per potund, and on lead in base bullion 2.125
ceits per pound. The average lead contents of the
ore exported from the Slocan has been about 50 per
cent. At the present rate of $15 per ton on ore of this
grade te dutv on a ton of base bullion vould be
$42.50. hie luty on two. tons of ore, the lead con-
tents of whiclh would be equal to one ton. the dutv
is approximiiately $31.80, as against $42.50 if the saie
weight of lead be shipped as base bullion. Estinating
tlie freiglht on ore at $15 per ton (of ore) and the cost
per ton of lead will be $31.20. Thus, even at presen:,
tiere is a sîmall difference in favour of smelting at
Trail. Mr. Kendall gives the following exaniple:

Sielting Slocai orcs in the United States:

Per ton of
base bullion.

Freight at $15 per ton of ore .......... $3I 20
DIuty at 1.5 cents per l). of Iead in ore. . . 31 80

Total ........... ................ $63 o0
Smielting Slocan ore at Trail:
Freiglit on ore a.id bullion (sav). . ... S i S oo
Duty at 2.125 cents per lb. of Iead in base

bullion. ...... .......... .......... 42 50

Total ..... ..................... $60 50

The estimated cost of freight in the second of tiese
statenients may or niay not be wide of the mark, but
i. is pointed out tiat the Canadian Pacific Railway
Companv can, of course, largelv regulate tihis charge
as may bc necessary to compete successfully witlh
Amierican sielters for the treatment of thie ores.

It is interesting, bowever, to note in this connec-
tion tat i\Fr. R. R. Hedlev, superintendent of tie
Hall Mines Smelter, lias stated tlhat the Nelson works,
at any rate, could not compete witlh American smelt-
ers on ores carrying over 40 per cent. lead, for thie
reason, that above tiat percentage the additional
<h--ty on pig-lead offsets anv advantage gained in
freights.

During the nonth a very interesting discussion on

the sui)ject of Icad smielting in Caiada took place lin
Rossland. at a neeting of the representatives fron the
Boards of Trade of East and West Kootenar aid
Yale. Tno solutions of the problemn were tiere of-
fiecd, one by Mr. hiclianan, of Kaslo, proposing a
reciprocal arrangemenît wvîti the United States for
the renoval of the dlutv on lead in ore, and not, be it
noted, on lcad in buillion; and the otier bv Mr. \V. H.
Aldridge, stiperilitendent of the Trail sielter, advo
catIing re-admnittance, free of duty, into Canada of
Canadian lead snelted in this countrv but refined il
the United States. and the imposition'of higlier utities
ibv the Domin (ion Governmint on all mtanuifactured
iead, thereby affording Canadian sielters a market
for the local product to the extent, at least, of
the present coistiniption of lead in Canada. (Of the
two propositions, that of Mr. AÀldridge appears to us
to be not only the nost practical, but also the mos t

practicable. Ift is very unlikely, in the first place, that
the United States Governmient would unider anv cir-
cunistances miake sucli a coicessioi as wou(l 1 lace
Iead miners in Canaada on ai equal footing with lead
limiers in the United States, for whose special beniefit
and protection the tiuty on foreigi lead is levied; but
if so, the very object at which Mr. Buchanan aiiîs
would be defeated, for with the free entry of British
Columbia lead ores into the United States all hope of
establiling a local smîîelting iindtstry wotild be at an
('nd. Our local smîelters, at present, labour under tw'o
disadvantages. First, the Anerican siielters have
large tonnages of higi-grade dry ores, wlicli per-
mîits of a more economiical treatmient of the Siocau
wet ores; and secondly, tiev are more favourably
situated as regards the disposal of tihe product thalin
(say) the Trail works. and in this respect: wile Brit-
ish Columbia lead , wlietlier treated in this country or
in the United States. finds its wav to the Londonl
market, the United States Governmiient onily re-
quires the sielters to export 90 per cent. of the lead
they import; thus Amierican snelters are enabled to
sell in New York-at the New York price of fro1
$4.25 to $4.5o-the difference between 1o per cent.
and what they lose in smielting the ore. Ticy not
only do not pay for this percentage, but ihave actuallY
charged to the British Coliumbia miner the one-ald-
a-half cents per pound duty imposed by the United
States Governimiient on foreigi lead in ore. 1-Hence it
will be seen that, with a conipetition as keen as tliat
existing, Amierican sielters have a very considerable
"pull' in bidding for our ores; for the average price
they are in a position to obtain for their product is
very niuch greater than the Canadian smelter can
hope to get when forced to sell all his lead in the En
glish market. Mr. Aldridge, therefore, merely asks
the Governmient to allow Canadian smelters the OP-

porttinity to take advantage of the CanalianI miarket
to increase thereby the average selling price of leadi

iiiied in Canada, and enable our smîelters to hlid the
Canadian price at the cost of iniporting fromî Eng'
land, where our surplus votuld be arketed. At tuh
samne timie by iicreasing the (uty on mianfacttire(
iead, encouragenient would be afforded for tlie estab-
lislhmîent and operation of onîe or more refineries.

Our criticism of the prospectus of the Boston &
British Columbia Copper Mining and Smelting Co.,
has provoked the following interesting, not to sa
amusing reply, issued in the form of a circular to the


