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1839. passions are still so much excited, extreme opinions
cannot but exist ; and accordingly, whilst some
persons advocate an immediate return to the former
constitution of the Province, others propose either
the entire exclusion from political privileges of al
of French origin, or the partial dismemberment of
the Province, with the view of conferring on one
portion a representative system, while maintaining
in the other a despotism.

" I have observed, however, that the advocates
of these widely different opinions have generally
admitted them to be their aspirations, rather than
measures which could be practically adopted, and
have been unable to suggest any course except the
Union, by which that at which they aim, viz. con-
stitutional government for themselves, could be
permanently and safely established.

" There exists, too, even amongst these persons,
a strong and prevailing desire that the Imperial
Legislature should take the settlement of Canadian
affairs at once into its own hands, rather than it
should be delayed by a -reference to individual opi-
nions, or to the schemes which may be put forward
by different sections of local parties.

"The large majority, however, of those whose
opinions I have had the opportunity of learning,
both of British and French origin, and of those too
whose character and station entitle them to the
greatest authority, advocate warmly the establish-
ment of the Union, and that upon terms of perfect
fairness, not merely to the two Provinces, but to
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