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T nHE Cornpany have for eighty years flept
at the edge of a frozen fea; they have fhewn
no curiofity to penetrate farther themfelves,
and have exerted all their art and power to
crufh: that fpirit in others. They have kept
the language of the natives, and al1 that might
be gained by a fam;iliar and friendly intercourfe
with thern, as much as poffible, a fecret to
their own fervants; and the invaluable trea-
fures of this extenfive country a profound fe-
cret to G'reat Britain. But there are not only
bare fymptoms, but confirined accounts of
many rich mines here; there are fine rivers
running from and leading to the fouthward and
fouth-weftward, inviting the people to go up
and fee what the countries afford: and inter-
preters have gathered from the natives, that
they have been in countries where the rivers
rUn a contrary courfe to the rivers in the Bay;
ithat fome have feen the fea and fhips on thé
other fide cof the land to the wveftwar-d; that
the people dwell in towns; that litie fnow lies
in that country *; anîd that the French live
and trade with them within the country at
the heads of thofe rivers that run down to the
Englfh faétories.

Some of the. Indians that corne to, York-fort have
wondered to fee the fnow-fhoes; and upon being tod' to
what ufe they were applied, have anfwered, that as th'y
had but little fnow, they had no -occafion for fuch helps.
And a tradèr informed me, that having one day offered an
Indian woman iosme prùnes to make up the defeds of a bad
cornmodity, fhe alked him how he could ofer fruit of
which he had plenty in her own country.


