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Tue Company have for eighty years flept
at the edge of a frozen fea; they have fthewn
no curiofity to penetrate> farther themfelves,

and have exerted all their art and power to
cruth- that " {pirit in' others. - They have kept
the language of the natives, and all that might
be gained by a familiar and friendly intercourfe
with them, as much as poffible, a fecret to
their' own. fervants; and the invaluable trea-
fures of this extenﬁve country a profound fe-
cret to Great Britain. But there are not only
bare fymptoms, but confirmed accounts of
many rich mines here; there are fine rivers’
running from and leadmv to the fouthward and
fouth-weftward, mwtmc the people to go up
and fee what the countrtes afford : and inter-
reters “have gathered from the natives, that
they -have been in countries- where the rivers
run a contrary courfe to ‘the rivers in the Bay;
that fome have feen the fea -and fhips on the
other fide of the land to. the wefiward ; that
the people dwell in towns'; that little fnow lies
in that country *; and that the French live
and ‘trade with them within the country at
the heads of thofe rivers tha,t run down to the
Englith faGtories. :

* Some of the Indians that come to. York- fort have
wondered to fee the fnow—fhoes and upon being told to
vhat ufe they were applied,’ have anfwcred, that as the
had but little fnow, they had no -occafion for fuch helps.
Anda trader infornied me, that baving one day offered an
JIndian woman {oie prines to make up the defets of abad
commodity, the afked him how he could offer }D* fru1t of
Wh-, & fhe had pzepty in her own countrys

I



