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noblest epic migration the world has ever seen:—more
loftily epic than the retirement of Pius Aneas from Ilion,
—the withdrawal, namely, out of the rebel Colonies, of
the thirty-five thousand United Empire Loyalists after
the War of the Revolution. ‘¢ Why did you come here?
was asked of one of the first settlers of St. Jqhn, New
Brunswick, a man whose life was without a ‘stain;—
‘“ Why did you come here, when you and your associates
were almost certain to endure the sufferings and absolute
want of shelter and food which you have narrated?”
“Why did we come here?” replied he, with emotion
which brought tears :—*¢ For our loyalty.”

Canada has, of historic right, a voice also in the
Empire of to-day, and busies herself not a little in study-
ing its problems. For example, the question whether
that Empire will last is being asked. Her history has
a reply to that:—IT WILL, IF IT SETS CLEARLY BEFORE
IT A DEFINITE IDEAL THAT MEN WILL SUFFER AND DIE
FOR ; and such an Ideal—worthy of long and patient
endeavour—may be found in broad-minded advance
towards the voluntary Federation of Mankind. She has
a special history, too, which even under the overshadow-
ing greatness of that of the Empire—in which she also
owns her part—is one of interest. First explored in
1535, by Jacques-Cartier, of St. Malo, by command of
Francis I., and its settlement established in 1608 through
the foundation of Quebec by the devoted and energetic
Maker of French Canada, Samuel de Champlain, its
story down to the Conquest in 1759-63 is full of romance,
—TJesuit missionaries, explorers, chevaliers, painted
Indian war-parties, the rich fur trade, and finally the
great struggle under Montcalm, closing with his expiry
and Wolfe’s at the hour of the fall of Quebec, passing
like a panorama. Then came the entry of the Loyalists,

- and from that to the present there has been a steady




