Addyress.

the smaller provinces by a2 Canadian some time ago,
was inspired by a spirit the very opposite of that which
the young men of Canada should cultivate, if this
Confederacy is to be kept together. It was forgotten,
let us hope, as soon as uttered, and ought never to be
repeated. A province should not be judged by size,
but by the mental calibre of the men who represent her.
Ontario should get credit for an idiot, if she prefers to
send him to Parliament instead of to a lunatic asylum ;
and British Columbia, if she has got an able man, should
not have his value estimated by the extent of her
population.

I have said, that to meet the requirements of your
position you must endeavour to grasp the whole Domi-
nion ; and, let me add, that in no country that I have
ever heard or read of, in ancient or modern times, was
the strain on the mental®and bodily powers of the whole
population greater than it is in this Dominion. We
cannot afford to have a laggard, an idler, or a coward.
‘There are not four millions of us, all told, and we have
undertaken to govern half a continent, with forty
million of ambitious and aggressive people on the other
side of a frontier three thousand miles long. If each
British American could multiply himself fivefold, we
shiould not have more than half the brain power and
physical force necessary to keep ourrivalsinchck,
and to make our position secure.

To enable us correctly to estimate our true position,
it will be only necessary to-enquire into the reasons why
France, with a warlike population of thirty millions,
studded with fortresses; and with its Capital elaborately
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