ANNUAL MEETING
- CARIBOD CINSOLID

Gratifying Statement Presented
the Shareholders in
London.

f}ﬂARSE 60LD IS FOUND IN' GRAVEL

One Nugget Found. Weighing
Six ‘and one Half
Ounces.

N

The Critic (London,) in its issue of
May 5th had the following: !

The ordinary general meetingtof the
Cariboo Consolidated, Ltd., was held on
Wednesday at the Cannon-street hotel,
E.C., Lieut. General Sir James Ed-
wards, R. E., chairman of the company,
presiding. <

The secretary, (Mr. Geo. Sidebotham)
having read the notice of meéeting=and
the ‘auditors’ report

Thé chairman ~said: . Gentlemen—I
presumie I may take the accounts as
_read, as there is nothing ecalling for
particular attentien; but if any share-
holder wishes for further information
than is given'I should be glad to ans-
wer any questions later on. I might,
perhaps, mention that there were only
104,800 preferenece shares allotted at
31st December last, the remainder of
the capital having been allotted short-
ly afterwards, and I am pleased to say
the’issue was very largely. over applied
for. The next item is calls in arrear—
£1,832 9s 8d. Over a thousand of this
has been paid, and the remainder is
coming in gradually. I think this is all
I npeed refer to in comnection with the
‘accounts, which are very clear. The
period embraced in this report has been
one of continuous development of your
property, and Mr. Bailey, whose report
is published, gives a very full state-
ment, illustrated by plaps which I hope
you have all studied as they have been
carefully drawn up. Mr. Bailey’s re-
port gives the fullest information up
to the date of making up the accounts,
Since then—that is, for the past four
months—the main east tunnel has been
pushed a further 300 feet and connected
avith the old shaft by an upraise of 24
feet and a drive of 34 feet. The main
gangway from No. 3 east crosscut has
been extended since the 1st of Jan-
wary, 14814 feet making a total of 200%
feet, and, in addition, various crosscuts
have been made north and south into
the channel. Mr. Bailey, in making
connection with the old shaft, met with
some difficulty as to the water, but this
was not of a serious nature, the pow-
erful pumping plant on the property be-
ing easily able tb deal with it.

The latest report from Mr, Bailey. is
in a cablegram which arrived yester-
day morning, which I will read to you.
He cabled a short time before—on 24th
of ‘April—that he was about to com-
‘mence breasting.. . It takes time to get
mmn fogether, especially at this p&r:;d {t
_has taken out 350 cubic yards of gravel
for a yield of 47 ozs. of gold. s does
not. sound very ‘large, but only about
half the men were at work, and these
yere only employed for four fiill work-
ing days. I think we may regard the
result as satisfactory, giving, as it does,
an average of over 10s per yard, which
will pay us well, particularly when we
get the niine . opened wup, as richer
stretches of ground which invariably oc-
cur will give a better average. Mr.
Bailey cables:—*‘I have found 'a nugget
of gold weighing 6% ozs.” ' This is not
very lafge, but it is important, as it
shows that there is coarse gold in the
gravel. Mr. Bailey adds that he has
recommenced No. 4 east crosscut, ex-
tending ‘to the north across the channel
the total length being 110 feet and he
says that when this is completed he
will ‘be able to work a large quantity of
high grade gravel, and that the general
outlook is good. That is, of course, sat-
isfactory, because I think there is no
doubt now as to the future, when this
gravel has had time to dry. By the
time this crosscut is finished, there
should be no difficulty in being able to
pay the expenses of the mine, even with
the small amount of labor at present em-
ployed, if not to make a profit. When
this. work is done, the channel will be
opened up for a distance of over 1,-
580 feet—a very considerable area—
the greater part of which will be ready
for breasting. Only 200 feet was par-
tially breasted last summer. They have
taken out B85 ozs. of gold from this
work, and when in better gravel the av-
erage value should be very largely in-
creased. A
* As regards the company’s prospects,

_ there is a short paragraph in )3
Bailey’s report which expresses this
better than I can, and he is the best
qualified person to express an opinion
as to the future. He /says?

" “Downstream the prospects  for high
walues dre good, but as this\ ground

must be further drained before breast- [

ing, it cannot be ' considered at this
time. Upstream above the wide see-
tion of the channel, the values are in-
creasing with every foot advanced. At
the mouth of Anderson _Creek, ithere
should be very ricih ground. From An-
derson Creek to/Davis ~Creek espec-

" jally, it is the general opinion here that
it will be found very rich. It is mow
-enly a question of pushing our drives
ahead and developing this rich ground
before, in my opinion, we arrive at the
much-desired stage of a - paying mine.
Barring unforseen difficulties, by the 1st
of May we should be able to have
enough of this rich ground ahead opened
up to be able to recommend our breast-
ing operations and enter upon an- era
of good returns.” ®

That, gentlemen, is Mr. Bailey’s
opinion as to the future, and I 'can add
nothing to it. We have every confi-
dence in him and the band of men
‘working with him. (Hear, hear.) I
do not suppose any company is better
served than we are by Mr. Bailey and
his staff. We pay them high wages,
put they are excellent workmen.
Speaking for myself, and I might say
the “board, we feel every confidence
that they will pull- this business
through to success, as . far as it is
possible to feel comgidence on a subject
whieh is more of less unknown, but
on whom I do not think there .is a
shadow of a doubt, taking into account
the richness of the channel above us/
I hope Mr. Bailey will soon begin more
extensive breasting and that before
long we shall be able to publish fur-
ther satisfactory reports as to opera-
tions.

There is one subject on which a
word or two might be said—the gen-
eral prosperity of British Columbia,
which, in the language of the day, is
booming. You have-on the western

‘is being built up, and that weakness and

.
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side that great corn region, peopled by
imm)grants from all parts of the world.
Close to Vancouver there has recer‘tly
been opened up an immense copper
lode, firom 200 to 500 feet thick, which
is expected to have an immense effect
on Vancouver, doubling its effect in a
few years’ time and doubling the value
of the whole place. Nearer to us in
Cariboo, 30 miles in a strajght line
across the mountains, a very large
mining property has been taken up by
Americans. The way the country is
developing leads tq an improvement
being made in the way of transport.
At the present time there are two
transcontinental railways in course of
construction and one just commencing
across the Rocky Mountains to the
coast. There is the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific, the Canadian Northern and theé
Great Northeru, all pushing through to
the east, so as to handle the enormous
trade which must arise between the
provinces of Canada and China and
Japan, and the East generally. It is
the. Canadian Northern which inter-
ests us most, as it will in all prob-
ability pass through Cariboo, and if so
it must come within 30 or 40 miles of
our property. This railway reached
Edmonton last autumn. At the time,
the Victoria board of trade sent-a con-
gratulatory telegram to Mr.. Mann, the
vice president of .the railway, who
replied that he hoped soon to receive
another on the ‘completion of the -line
to ‘the coast—his aim ~and ambition.
Since then another 50 miles had been
opened in the direction” of the eom-
pany’s property. He might mention
that Edmonton was 370 miles in a
straight line from -Lightning Creek.
The result of the completion of this
line would be extrémely important.
At the present time they were 280
m.les from the ‘railway, and their
freight rate was £27 per ton, which
was sufficient to kill almost any in-
dustry. The greater . part of this
would be -saved when the railway was
brought nearer, and would be avail-
able for profit. It would, too, bring
Cariboo within 12 days of London.
The chairman concluded by moving
the adoption of the report and ac-
counts.

Mr. Fred Williams seconded the mo-
tion.

Mr., F. W. P. '‘Swinborne  asked
whether in future the calls would be
made simultaneously on all the share-
holders. u

Mr, John Girdwood (managing di-
rector) replied that that would be
done.

Mr. F. W. P. Swinborne also asked a
question as to adding further to the
board, but was assured that this would
not be done, four directors being con-
sidered sufficient; while as to raising
fresh capital, nothing in this direction
would be done before consultihg the
shareholders.

Mr. L. P. Swinborne expressed his
thanks to the directors for including
maps with the report and accounts,
and truste¢ that in future a map
would always be given, ‘which Mr.
Girdwood promised should be done. ~

The motion for the adoption of the
report and accounts was then put and
unanimously agreed to. 3

Mr. Borrodails then joved that the
auditors, Messrs. Ford, Rhodes & Ford,
be re-elected at a fee of 25 guineas,
which was seconded by Mr. Richard
White and agreed to.

CALLED TO FORT WAYNE.
Viq-

Rev: J.. F. Vichert, 'Formerly of

. toria, Takes New Rost.
. S e i DAY s
* Jhé "Fygrt Wayne Journal:Gazette in
a recent issie had the following, which
will be read with interest by many
Victorians: “The congregation of the
First Baptist Church at a meeting_last}
night -extended a unanimous call ;to
Rev. J. F. Vichert of Chicago to be-
come the pastor of the church. The |
selection was ' récommended by the
pulpit committee, which is composed
of Messrs. A, Z. Polhamus and C. E.
Bicknell and;Miss Anna Philley. ' The
call is so worded that Rev.:Mr. Vichert,
should he accept, will come here mot
later than September 1, or at any
earlier date that he may be able to
come.

“Rev. Mr. Vichert is a young man,
little more than 30, but he has attained
a high reputation as a pastor and pul-
pit orator. He was pastor for six
years of the First Baptist Church at
Victoria, B. C., and during the past
year he has been taking an advanced
course in theology at Chicago Univer-
sity. Mr. Vichert was offered pro-'
fessorships in two colleges and as
seriously considering the offers, but it
is understood he. will accept the pas-
torate hére.. He has preached a num-
ber of times in the local church since
the departure of Rev. Mr. Field, and
will probably continue to occupy the
pulpit as supply until he becomes the
regular pastor. He has created a
favorable impressien upon the people
of the Pirst Baptist Church, who re-
gard themselves as fortunate in secur-
ing him. Mr. Vichert is married and
has two children. He will bring his
family here to reside.”

DON’T TRUST TO LUCK.

Even if there is such a thing as .luck
you cannot afford to trust to it in case of
sickness. You know by the experience of
others that Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food actual-
ly forms new. blood and tissue and re-
vitalizes the nerves and by using it regu-
larly you can be certain that your system

disease are being overcome.

Sttt el
ALASKAN BOUNDARY SURVEY.
White Fraser and Assistants to Go

North to Re-examine Work.

Mr. White Fraser, who had charge of
the survey parties who were engaged
marking the international boundary
between—Alaska and British Columbia
for two years, is in the city, preparing
to again take up the work.

Mr. Fraser was seen yesterday bya
Colonist reporter, and in conversatien
stat that during the greater part of
last year he had been in the neighbor-
hood of P)rtland Canal and, left there
in October, going direct to Ottawa,
whence he has just returned. Although
Mr. Fraser was formerly in charge of
the Canadian party, he will this year
be engaged in examining the work
that has been done by the American
and Canadian parties. He will be
accompanied by Robert Smith, son of
Ralph Smith, M.. P., of Nanaimo. No
assistants will be taken. They will
commence near Skagway and go over
the work in the neighborhood of Chil-
koot and Chilcat passes.

Referring to the work that has been
done on the boundary, Mr. Fraser
stated that it  had progressed very
favorably and about one-third of the
boundary had been completed. At the
present time there are three Canadian
parties in the field, ufidler the direction
of Messrs. Brabazon, J. D. Craig and
J. Ratz.

Mr. Smith will remain in the city for
a short time in order to complete his
arrangements and will then leave for
Skagway, where he will join one of
the Amo>rican parties which are on the
same work.

During his stay in the city Mr.

Fraser is residing at the Roccabella.

byesiniastniieiti)

ARE T0 EXTEND
- DOUGLAS 3T LINE

Mr.Buntzen Announces Plans of
the B.C. Electric Railway
Company.

BOON TO SAANICH ROAD RESIDENTS

More Improvements at the Gorge
Park---New Cars for Vic-
toria  System.

(From Saturday’s Daily.)

J. Buntzen, managing director of the
British Columbia Electric Railway com-
pany, residing in London, was in the
cit_y yesterday on his annual tour of
inspection. It is only -about eighteen
months ago that Mr. Buntzen was pro-
moted to the high position which he
now occupies, and it is his first visit ‘to
this city in his new capacity. "Bt since
he has been residing in London he has
been able to show to the directors the
necessity of many improvements,: not
only in this city but also on the main-
lagnd.

Mr. Buntzen was only able to devote
one day to this city, but in that time he
made an announcement that will be re-
ceived with great satisfaction by the
residents of Douglas street beyond the
fountain. He stated that on the recom-
mendation of A. T. Goward, local man-
ager of the company, the company had
decided to extend their -Douglas street
track further out the Saanich road about
th_ree~quarters of @ mile. This will en-
tail an

Expenditure of About $10,000

The exact point of the terminus has not
vet been decided on and before doing so
the company will have to do consid-
crable suryeying. Although it is not
expected that the road will be a paying
prop)sition from the start the company
hope to be able to work up a good busi-
ness. It is the .intention to maintain
the same service . between the Outer
‘Whart and the new Terminus as at pre-
sent.

:Regarding tne Gorge line, Mr. Bunt-
zen pointed out that this undertaking
fiad . not come up to expectations.
The summer traffic had been all i that
could be desjred, but when the line was
bujlt it was thought that it would re-
sult in the district being rapidly built
up.. In consequence the winter traffic
is practically mothing.

The Extension to Ross Bay

has not yet been decided on and it en-!

tirely ‘a matter for future consideration; |
but if the Douglas estate is going to|
be built up asdm is led to believe it will, |
the company will then have a very im-|
portant subject to-work -on; but - at pre-
sent it is’not the<intention the com-
pany “to.donstruct a Hn¥Mo: Ross Buy,
although 'eventually the line"may run
‘as far #s Shoal and Foul Bay.

Regarding the talked of extension to
Mt. Tolmie and Gordon 'Head, Mr.
Buntzen:said that: he had not gone into
the matter recently and consequently
could not say what was intended. The
cost and maintainence will have to be
earefully gone into and on his next vigit
e will go.over the ground and make a
preliminary ‘examination. 3
. The company is ready to do all. in
its posver for.the upbuilding of Victoria
and as soon as there is any chance of
the company constructing a line where
it would not be run at a loss the re-
quirements will ‘very rapidly be met.

The Gorge /
is at present attracting special atten-
tion, . The mnew bathing house is al-
mest completed and the beach is rap-
idly being -put im shape for:bathers and
everything will be ready in a couple of
weeks for the crowds expected to pat-
ronize that pretty summer resort. g

It is not the intention of the com-
pany to d¥courage or interfere with any
other 'bathing establishments that may
Je erected at the Gorge. The more the
merrier. The bathhouse being erected
below the bridge will be only for deep
water swimmers while - the -tram com-
pany’s will bé for those who desire to
take a dip, but have not cogfidence
enough to trust themselves where the
water is too deep. It will also be avail-
able ‘for children. .

Far from detracting from any feature
at the Gorge, the company will wel-
come them ‘all as it all helps to make
the tram lines profitable.

The Proposed Pension System
wll  be submitted to the employees in
about a week. It has been carefully
gone into by the directors and while it
is' not wise to make public the details
before it has been considered by thnose
most concerned, 1 may say,” said Mr.
Buntzen, “that it will, in my opinion, be
of great benefit to the men after they
have reached a certain age. The board
felt that, as the profit sharing now in
force had been a source of satisfaction
to both shareholders and employees, a
further step towards community of in-
terests would be in-the right direction.
They -had no precedent in this country
to act as a guide, =0 the matter was a
diffieu’t one to handle. However, it is
thought a feasible arrangement has been
drafted and I hope it will be accepted
by those concerned.”

Mr. Buntzen returned to the mainland
by the Princess Victoria this morning
well pleased with his visit. Although
the question of more cars for this eity
was aiot discussed with him, it is learned
that there are at present, six being con-
structed at the sheds in-New Westmin-
ster for this- city, while one similar to
the latest arrival is at present in tran-
sit to Vietoria and will be in running or-
der for the celebration. The new car, al-
though the same size as No. 70, is of
muel later design. The six new ones
that are being .constructed will be put
in operation on the Beacon Hill and
Outer Wharf lines.

ON A LONG JAUNT.

Superintandent of Forestry Leaves en
_ Route to the Arctic Circle.

Ottawa, May = 17.—(Special.)—Mr.
Stewart, superintendent of forestry
leaves tomorrow on a trip of inspection
to the Arctic Circle. From Edmon-
ton he will proceed to Athabasca lake,
thence down the MacKenzie river to
Fort™ MacPherson.  From the latter
point . he will eross over by the head
waters of Porcupine to the Yukon and |
from Dawson will reach Vancouver in
time to attend the meeting of the Can-
adian Forestry association there in Sep-

PIONEER B. C. REGIMENT.

G. M. Sproat Furnishes Facts Relpe%t-
ing First Volunteer Corps.

Gilbert Malcolm Sproat contributes
a very interesting -chapter to current
reminiscences regarding the first mili-
tary forces on Vancouver Island. He
says “The Vancouver . Island Rifle
Regiment, ®ith 237 men on the roster,
was organized here in 1861—the pio-
neer British volunteer regiment west
of the Rocky Mountains. I know
about this, having visited, for recruit-
purposes, every house in Victoria, and
within ten miles of it; on my gallant
grey, with a blue cricketing cap side-
ways on -my head and the famous
‘Red Book’ in my pocket. ‘Are you
in the Red Book? became a common
question. I wonder where that book
now is. The home government recog-
nized the regiment and sent out rifles
for us—‘Brunswick’ muskets that had
been shouldered at Waterloo as flint-
locks, and\afterwards fitted for per-
cussion caps.

‘“““The first commander was George
Foster; a British'army man who had
been  in the Austrian service. Cap-
tain Simpsen (late of Elk Lake), an
officer of Crimean ‘service, was adju-
tant, and Sergeant Joy:of the marines
at Esquimalt was our chief drill ser-
geant. ‘We had a colored company
of close on 80 in number, and very
good men they were.

“A survivor not so long ago wrote
‘to me a letter addressed to’‘Col the
Hon. Mr. Justice G. M. Sproat, Es-
quire.’ etc., etc. ' 'That is the sere of
man wanted in time of hazard, who
will rain bullets all over the object in
hope of making &  hit. Not play-
soldiers at @l were we, as any enemy
would have found, though: there were
some non-effectives, whose purses,
however, were useful.

“The colony had just suffered from
the San Juan menace. Sometimes
there was no naval ship at Esquimalt,
and the Royal Engineers were on the
Mainland. The tactics to meet any
conceivable foray on our beloved town,
from the direction of Cadborough,
Cordova, or other possible landing
places, were discussed, expertly, week
after week, by the ‘staff’ and others,
the ‘brain’ of the army  meeting, for
military improvement and bodily re-
freshment, at Mr. Griffin’s hostelry, the
old Boomerang.

“Now few to answer any roll call,
and on te whole, it appears, sunk out
of public remembrance. The Hud-
son’'s Bay' Company before the timel
speak of had a few ‘riders’ in this part
of the Island, but these were numeri-
cally unimportant, and had more of a
constabulary than -a military charac-
ter.” s

WANT T0 TAKE. WRECK
VCTINS T0 SENTILE

Sound City to Raise Funds by
Popular Subscription for
Removal.of Bqdies.

i &
... Money for the bﬁ‘nging of the bodies
of the unidentified Victims of the Valen-
cia -wreck to this city for burial will be
raised by public subscription says the
Post Intelligencer, This was decided by
I. A.'Nadeau, of the Chamber of Com-
merce, yesterday, “and the list was
started with a subscription of $50 by a
real estate man of the city, Who refused
to allow his name. fo be used. Mr. Na-
deau will receive the subscriptions and
see that the money is properly expended.

It will be necessary to raise about
$850 to complete the work properly.. Her-
metically seal caskets will have to be
used, as the bodies are badly de-
composed, and these alone will cost
something like $350. The bodies) are
buried at various places along the
beath and the work of collecting them
and bringing them to a place from
which they ‘can be taken off in a ship,
will probably take at least a week.

The work of looking after the disin-
terment*and shipping of the bodies will
in all prabability, be in charge of H. S.
Noice, of (Georgetown, as he is familiar
with the  conditions that exist and has
already made several trips to Vancou-
ver island and brought back bodies for
burial here.

Capt. B. W. Bell returned from Vie-
toria yesterday, after having completed
arrangements for the work to be done
under permits from the Canadian offi-
cials.

O e \

BOARD OF TRADE.

Matters of General Interest Discussed
by the Council Yesterday.

At a meeting of the council of _the
board of trade held Friday morning,
the following resolution was proposed:

““That the Victoria, British <Columblia,
Board of Trade extend a ‘very cordial in-
vitation to the chambers of commerce of
the Empire to. hold their seventh congress
in Victoria, the capital of British Colum-
bia.”’

The commliftee recommended -that the
board’s delegates to the forthcoming con-
gress move, in formal terms, that the’in-
vitation be accepted. It was further sug-
gested that the appended resolution be in-
troduced by the local representatives at
the gathering mentioned:

“That, in vlew of the great importance
of accurate and intelligent reports upon
current ssmmercial conditions in all parts
of the world, the Imperial government be
urged to make it a condition that those
appointed to consular positions should
have practical knowledge/ of commercial
requirements.””

That portion of the report in reference
to instructions to delegates was referred
to the full board.

A letter from Prof. McLennan, who hae
arranged to dellver a lecture in the board
room on Monday, the 28th’ instant, npon
the metric system of weights and meas-
ures, advised that he will reach Victoria
on the 26th, and hoped te have an oppor-
tunity of meeting.some members of the
business community.

Letters acknowledging the board’s reso-
lution protesting against any duty being
placed .on -tinplate were received from
the sminister of finance, Hon. Wm. Tem-
pleman, minister of imland revenue; Sen-
ator Macdonald, and Wm. Sloan, M. P.

The board’s resolution -in reference to
the construction of a rallway bridge at
Seymour Narrows was acknowledged by
the minister of railways, minister of in-
land revenue, Ralph Smith, M. P. and
Wmn. Sloan, M. P., with promises of hearty
support in each case.

Hon. N. A. Belcourt, member for Ot-
tawa, forwarded a copy of his resolution
inviting His Majesty King Edward to open
the new Quebec bridge. The council en-
dorsed that action, and Hon. Mr. Bel<
court will be notified accordingly. :

The secretary of the Winnipeg board of
trade, for the benefit of local commercial
men, submitted a resolution dealing with
the shipping regulations. Instructions
were given the secretary to thank hiny
for his courtesy.

The chairman brought up the matter of
trade with Salt Spring Island, and it was
decided to ask the committee on trade and
commerce to make finquiries and report.
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The meeting then adjourmed.

GREAT NORTHERN
 INTERIOR PLATEAU

Country Described by Provincial
Mineralogist Who Toured
the Country.

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION GATHERED

Likelihood That Many Rich Min-
eral Discoveries Will
Be Made.

The annual report of the Minister of
Mines for 1905 ‘contains the following,
by W. F. Robertson, provincial mineral-
ogist, regarding his trip through the
great northern plateau, lying between
the Fraser and Skeena rivers:

The general scheme of the topography
of British Columbia consists of parallel
mountain ranges running N.W. anl
S.E.,, with intervening valley8 and
waterways. Of these ranges, the
{Rocky mountains, on the eastern boun-
dary of the province, and the Coast
range, following the seaboard on -the
west, are the strongest and most persis-
tent, but the altitude above sea level of
these ranges diminishes in northing and,
as the genera] level of the intervening
valleys and plateaux is higher in north-
ern than in southern British Columbia,
the height of the ranges above the sur-
roundipg country is- thus still further
diminished. 5

Jn the southern part of the provines,
between these bounding ranges of
mountaing, - we have intermedilite ani
parallel ranges of less importance, al-
though often quite as high, of which
the most important, the East Kootenay,
Selkirk ‘and Gold ranges are. distinctly
defined mountain ranges. As these in-
termediate ranges proceed north they
gradually diminish, until' at about 53
degrees north latitude they are replaced
by rolling hills and plateaux.

This great northern plateau is the
source and feeder of most of our larger
rivers, the Fraser flowing south, tha
Peace to the Arctic ocean, and the
iSkeena to the northern Pacific; in fact,
only in this ,comparatively level lake
country do the streams hawve the oppor-
tunity of uniting and forming rivers of
any great size.

In the southern part of the provincz
the mountain ranges, while admitting
of railways and roads being easily bu't
along the intervening valleys, viz., in a
N.W. or S.E. direction, offers serious
barriers to roads running east or west;
a fact which has greatly retarded the de-
velopment of that  section. 1n - this
northern interior plateau no such ob-
stacles exist, and roads may be run in
any direction with easy grades, deflected
only sufficiently to avoid the ; lakes
which form such a large part of the
country.

The course, therefore, which a rail-
way make take across this part of the
province is regulated only by the portal
through which: it penetrates-:the ‘eastera
barrier, the Rockies, ‘and that by whichy
it 'gods’ But. through the odast range:
iWhateveriroute may eventually beselect-
ed for a trailway across this pertion of
the province must of necessity run very
near several of the large lakes of the
district, ang as rhese lakes are all navi-
gable, and often connected by navigable
streams, this system of waterways‘wiil
prove valuable as feeders to the rail-

.way, and will at the same time bring

ynder the. influence of railway transpor-
tation an area of country much larger
than would be possible by a road unas-
sisted by water communications.

The main summer trip of the provin-
cial minerajogist in 1905 was through
this northern interior plateau, and ex-
tended from the (Fraser river at Ques-
nel, westward -to the Skeepa river. at
Hazelton, - With the’ trail along the old
“overland telegraph” route between
these two points as a base, trips were:
made to the north and south, so cover-
ing a lbelt o2 country which seems to
offer the bhest and probably the most
direct route from the Rockies to the
Coast range at the latitude of Port
Simpson. It may, consequently, be as-
sumed as probable that within this belt
will be the eventual Jlocation of '‘thé
‘Grand Trunk Pacific railway. °*-.

The following is a brief summary of
the informatien gathered respecting the
Gistrict traversed during the trip:

Agricultural  Possibilities

The country from Quesnel. to the
headwaters of the Bulkley is a graduai-
ly rising plateau, having an altitude
above the sea-level of from 2500 to
3,500 feet, and lying between 53 de-
grees to 54 degrees 30 minutes north
latitude. This plateanu has been at one
time couvered, except in a few places
where the solid rock formation rose
above it, by a deposit of the glacial
age, composed of clay and of sand and
gravel mixed wiih clay. The erosive
action of wateér and .ice has cut into
this general plateau depressions now
occupied by lake and river beds. Some
of these lakes and rivers were primarily
of considerable size, and as only a por-
tion of their original area is occupi
by the beds of the modern lakes @&nd
rivers, there aré today along these later
watercourses ‘benches and terraces rep-
resenting the unogcupied portion of
those ancient lake and river beds. It
may be said, therefore, that the area of
arable land consists of strips along the
rresent watercourses, and represents
the old river.or lake beds. This area,
while but a very small proportion of the
whole, includes an‘ acreage capable of
supporting a large, though scattered.
population.

Very soon after the passing from the
interior drainage area to that of the
Skeena river and coast, 4he rolling hil's
and plateaux give way to more sharply
defined mountain ranges; the smaller
streams become mountain torrents, and
only in the main valleys, along the
larger streams, is there any land avaii-
able. -

The valey of the Bulkeley—that is,
of the old stream—is 4 to 6 miles wide,
much of which, for a distance of 50
miles, is suited for farming. This vai-
ley is-also lower than the level of the
interior plateau, lying between 1,800
and 2500 feet ahove sea-level,  while
that of the Skeena, even above Hazel-
ton, is lower, and contains a large
amount of good land, although it is but
a small percentage of the area of the
district.

8oil

The soil found on the plateau proper
is poor and usually gravelly, save in
small recent depressions which have]
been filled by local washings from the
surrounding ground. The 'benches and
{erraces which flank the watercourses,
and  which formed the beds of the an-
cient lakes and streams, are covered
with a silt deposited Dy these old hodies
of water, assisted, no doubt, by wash-

ed | doubted

ings from the higher land, and this soil.
while' light, is remarkably free from
boulders or stones and is very fertile,
being formed from what were originally
volcanic rocks, very easily disintegrated
by atmospherie action. The amount of
humus or leaf-mould’ is very slight,
probably due to the evidently dry clim-
ate and to forest fires, which have re-
peatedly swept over the district and
burned up all surface carbonaceous soil.

As far as the quality of the soil can
tLe guaged by chemical analyses, the
‘bench-land and. terrace soils appear to
be unusually good, and are so classed by
Dr. Frank Shutt, chief chemise of the
Dominion. experimental farms, whose
letter on the subject, together with the
analyses of the soils, is included in the
addenda to this report.

The quality of the soil may be judged
by the growth Whi(‘}l it did, or does,
support. - This ecriferion ' would, of
course, be influenced.adversely by the
climate in an unfavorable year, and
consequently, to use the plant-life as an
indicator of the soil, a faverable year,
climatically, must be takem. In such
vears we find the growth of almost any-
thing planted to e unusually prolific.
All the grains/and vegetables found in
the most favored provinces of the Do-
minion grow well, as do such of the
small fruits that have as yet been tried.
As to the grasses, the writer, who is
familiar ~ with al the southern por-
tion of the province and with much
of the Dominion, has never before seen
such prolific growth.

Most. of the Juxuriant summer growth
met with in the district, such as pea-
vine, etc., provides splendid green feed
for stock, and makes good hay if proper-
Iy curec; but most of such feed grows
annually from seed, and if cut or eaten
off before the seed is dropped will not
come up ‘again. This fact, taken in
conjunction with the climatic conditions,
warrants the assertion that the district
is not a cattle-ranging district; thatitis
splendid for summer grazing, but that
feed for winter feeding of stock must
be put up, and that such winter feel-y
ing will have to be kept up for from
three to four manths. |

Climate

The summer growth; in a latitude as
far north as 53 degrees, is such as
would astonish one not familiar with
the length of the summer days and the
number of hours of absolute sunlight
that a day in this northern latitude con-
tains, sometimes about 20 hours out of
the 24, at least three hours more than
farther south. As vegetation grows
only in the sunlit hours, this additional
sunlight means just so much more. grow-
ing time, and the crops grow and ripen
in just a proportionately fewer number
of dags. In considering the season here
available for agriculture, the southern
agriculturist must take this- fact into
serious consideration.

The climate of the interior is dry,
though there appears to be usually a
sufficient rainfall, and the summers are
not very warm, while the winters are
sometimes very cold, the thermometer
dropping to from 30 to 40 degrees below
zero. ‘The only absolute statistics avail-
able are those of the meteorological ob-
server at Stuart lake, given on pages
102-104 -of this report.

Summer frosts are unquestionably at
present prevalent, but that these will
disappear as. soon as any appreciable
area of the soil is cultivated, there is
every .reason to- expect, . from the ex-
perienes of-the, northern part of Wash-
ington and the (Canddian north-
west. . PEmRI T b p
. The " climate of the valley . of  the
Bulkeley is nndoubtedly, much moderat-
ed by the influence of the warm winds
from the Pacific coast in spring and
summer, although the coast . vegetation
does not show itselff until within a few
miles of Hazelton, the air being rebbed
of its moisture at this distance from the
coasty although it still  carries its
warmth. The lower altitude of this
valley has a marked influence on its
climate, as compared with that of the
rest of the interior, although summer
frosts are even here prevalent at pre-
sent. ; 1

Forest Growth

There are evidences scattered over
the districe indicating that af, one time
this whole district was, copéfred with a
heavy growth of very large fir. In many
places an ‘occasional charred stump, or
a large root imbedded in.a muddy
bank, proves this conclusively. This
theavy growth was removed by fire, pre-
sumably in prehistoric times, and was
replaced by a second growth of infer-
ior timber, such as jack pine and small
spruce on the higher and drier levels,
with poplar on the benches ,and cotton-
wood and willow on the low lands, 'The
Jow lands and terraces are easily clear-
ed, and can soon be brought under cul-
tivation. The uplands will supply an
amount of rather inferior timber suffi-
cient for home consumption if the coun-
try was all settled up, but with little
suitable for export out of the district.

Transportation ;

At present the district is absolutely
devoid of transportation of any kind,
and there is neither jvaggon nor wagz-
gon road between Hazelton and Ques-
nel. A trail there is, of a kind, which
served in the past, but which cannet be
accounted -as a factor in the future
economic development of the district.
This lack' of transportation (indeed, of
ordinary means of travel), renders the
iand in this part of the province prae-
tically valueless, notwithstanding its un-
possibilities. The farmer has
no market, and no means of getting his
produce there, if Ire had one, and if he
drivés his stock over the trail to Hazel-
ton or Quesnel, he is met at the former
place with a prohibitory steamer freight
and at the latter by a further “drive”
of 200 miles, through a competitive
stock country, to the nearest railway.

Before, thereforé, any attempt can be
made at development, waggon roads are
an absolute necessity, and must connect
at one of many points in this district.

\As the -interior - plateau approaches,
on its western boundary, the Coast
range of mountains, the conditions
change; the upheava} which formed this
range carried up with it on its eastern
flank the adjoining rocks of older forma-
tions, and sent off into these older
rocks -spurs and tongues as dykes or
the agricultural sections with the dis-
tributing points of the distriet, and
should, furthermore; be used to connect
the system’of natural waterways. This
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the country will not Dbegin its real
growth until the advent of a railway.
Mineral Probabilities

It'is much more difficult to summs:
the mineral probabilities of the dis
than the agricultural, since the min
bearing formation is usually cove
and even where is is exposed and is
sueh character as elsewhere carries
valuable mineral, there is no guarantee
that such formation is here simi
mineralised; while, on the other lLun
formation which on. one district \
be barren may in a second district
carry valuable mineral. The most that
can be done is to judge the rock form
tion seen by the experience gained
where with similar formations, ¢
by the few slight developments wl
have been made on such claims as
been located.

From Quesnel wpstward to the Bulk-
ley at the Telkwa, as has been alread;
described, the country is, as a rule, =
covered with glacial wash as to hil
whatever solid formation may lie un-
gerneath, effectively blocking all pros:
pecting for lode deposits. Such peaks
of the formation as appear above the
glacial drift are practically all of com-
paratively recent geological age, and
%-e € ,yol?aqig origin, belonging to the

ert?.&y age, and avere so classed by
Da wson; in 1875,

“Aside from flfe theoretical considera-
tion that such recent voleanic rocks a?
very unlikely to contain fissure veins of
any importance, the actual experience
of mining does not indicate that such
formations elsewhere have been founi
to comtain valuable mineral - deposits.
These rocks undoubtedly do contain
small percentages of various economic
minerals, disseminated throughout them,
which through the solvent action of
water have in places been leached ot
and redeposited in small fissures, bu
such action reguires much time 2
pressure to produce deposits of con-
mercial importance. These conditions
are here lacking, as the rocks are
younger than even the lignite forma-
tions. Wth the older rocks effective
covered, as far as could be observed.
and only the recent rocks exposed in
few places, the chances of successfu
lode prospecting in-the section under
consideration seems slight.

At various points coal or lignite for-
mation was noted, and although nv
seams of commercigl = size or quality
have as yet ‘been found, there is alwavs
the  possibility of such being discovered
larger intrusions. Along the contacts
thus formed there appears to be every
likelihood of mineral deposits beinz
discovered.

The rocks of the Vancouver island
series are supposed to have been formel
at the same time as were those of it
Coast range, and these have h‘wn
shown to be mineral-bearing along ther
contact with the older rocks.

Speaking generally and from a ¢ !
logical standpoint, it is considered ‘rv}u
the Coast range and its eastern fo 3
is ‘the only portion of the district ! !
offers any very hopeful field for ode
mine prospecting, but this _section 1%
well worth such investigation. I'h
headwaters of ‘the Telkwa is about the
eastern boundary of the area probably
influenced by the Coast range. Here
it will doubtless be found that the de-
posits will be smaller, though probably
higher grade than nearer the mai
range. %

The present mineral development F
too recent and too slight to permit ¢
even an approximate estimate bein:
formed of the district; the claims seel
have been described, and they seem
indicate possibilities of very cons
able mineral being eventually discover-
ed in this vicinity. :

Until adequate transportation
ties are provided, even the best o
claims seen are of little value, as non®
of the ores are free milling, nor are H‘"‘;
of a grade sufficiently high to stant
pack-train transportation to Hazelton.

The Coast range is pxm\mlvn:"
rugged, and the ultimate location of the
railway to the coast, whether by '"
pass or another, will have ‘a m
influence on the respective camp
whichever route may be ultimately s
lected, it will. he necessary to ?7_'”’
from it branch lines to tap one or ©
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A blue book issued by
government which is just
the names of the stockl
various chartered banks ¢
jon:of Canada. Amon
gear are those of the 1}
whieh 'is® the only chart
Canada that has its head
west than Ontario. A
ever the list af names of
stockholders shows tha
predominate very largely
18 well distributed over t
of them are residents of
places. Vietoria and V
are strongly represented i
faot that the stock is he
throughout the west can
very great factor in the
of the bank. The list, o
includes those who subsd
stock before Jan. 1 of Ia
that time there has been
addition to the bank’s 8
tal. When the blue book 4
giving the names of tho
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be snown that the west
more strongly represented.
following are only those
more -shares: :

John Achison, Goderichi
shares; Alan J. Adamson
Sasgk., 40 shares; John Evj
Winnipeg, 20; Julia M. A(
nipeg, 40; Thomas J
bert, Sask.,, 10; C.
Ont., 20; John Allonby,
Jas. H. Ashdown, Winnip
1, Aulsébrook, Winnipeg, 1
tiscombe, " Vancouver, I
Bawlf,” Winnipeg, 50;
Winnipeg, 20; W. R. Baw
‘80; Capt. Henry Begby,
England, 25; Frank C. B
25; Irving D. Bell, Vancou
Kathleen Bernhardt, Winn
Bernhardt, Winnipeg, 40
Bertrand, St. Boniface, 1
Bertrand, St. Boniface,
Black, Winnipeg, 25; R.
Winnipég, 20; John
Man., 20; W. W. Bole,
'Wm. V. Booth, Chicago,
¢ Boyle, Vandouver, B,
Brainerd, Montreal, 30;
iWinnipeg, 10; George W
gina, Sask., 20; Jean C.
nipeg, 20; Geo. B. Burla
100; Geo. B. Burland (i
iPhilip Burnett, Winnipeg
iBurns, Winnipeg, 50; PH
well, 10; Douglas C. Can
peg, 100; J. T. Carroll,
iW. €. Chamber, Harrist
John Park Chaning, N.Y.
Chapman, Toronto, 10
‘Winnipeg, 20; H. J. Clin
B.C.,’ 10; James Cowan,
Prairie, 50; Wm. Crack
50; Ellen H. Canning, St.
10: . 8: Curry, Winnipd
J. Deaaiels, Boston, 20; J.'
Neepawa, 20; F. McG.
peg, 10; Edward Davidso
100; A, U. De Pancier,
iAdam_ T. Dickson, Chie
Ditcham, Liytton, 10; Wn
ronto, 10; Wm. A. Donald
40; Douglas & Co., Wian
Driscol, Edmonton, 30; R
Winnipeg, 10;. Wm. S.- H
mipeg, 10; C. A. D. Fai
yiile, 10; Asher Farrow,
Thos. “E. 8. Free, St. H
J. J. Ferguson, Chicago,
guson, 'Los Angeles, 20; Aj
‘Halishury, 10; Fred Fit
ton; 10;° Jos.. Fletcher, -V
A. ©C. PFluniertelt, Victo
B. €. Fonseca, Winnipdg
Fortune, Winnipeg, 10; Jo
Pilot Mound, Isaac¢ P.
thern, 15; R. A. Galbr
?’lace, 10; Wm: Georgeso
20; J. A. Gingras, Winn
W. Girion, Winnipeg, 14
Glines,” Winnipég, 20; G
Ladner, : B.C., 10: J
New Yeork, 100; Walter
125 Wy, Grayson, Moose
,]“- Gregson, Chicago, 50;
Calgary, 10; Alf. St
¥ Ancouver, 50; Paul Han
ﬂ“{: Richard Harcourt,
\‘,m. L. Harcourt, Brand
W.  Harris, Vancouver
Frances W, Hay, Listoy
John J. Heslop, Alamed
Hebblewhite,  Collingwood
terman & Co., Victoria,
Henderson, Brandon, 10;
Calgary, 20; Wm. F. A
Couver, 100; H. M. How
100: W. R. Hubbard, Fli
O Ne Hutchison, Winnipe
Huxley,  Winnipes, 25; Hj
“innipeg, 10; Colin Inks

Itwin, Vancouver, 10; No
son, Calgary, 10; Harold
Jaw, 305 W AL James;
30}1“ Jémieson, Chicago,
ohnston, Sault ‘Ste. Mari
Jones, Vibtoria, ‘10; - Edm
. Johni, 10; Fred. Keffe
'I"C.' 10; Jennie W. Kelly;
:Jhos. J. Kennedy, Sault 8
«hohn W. Kerr, Vancouv
h“:‘ R. King, Victoria, 10

00d, Chicago, 100; R.
peg, 10; Cheong Lee
ong Kow ILee, Victori
,\I_f“- Winnipeg, 10; Jno,
gAancouver, 20; C. E. Lex
J.’,R- A, Lister, Dursley,
Jm’“s Livingstone, Né
I:chn %\({{jve_. Winnipeg, “

p ok i innipeg, 10: .
H05 R. H, Matheson,




