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CHAPTER V.

AFTER DINNER.
The men drew together at ea
the table. Rutherford sat still,
Harlingham’s

conversation and to. give ¢
thoughts. He bad recovered
COXHPUSUI‘Q.
able.
his senses crept over him,
contentment of the hour.

never
were mythical as themselves.
that he had seen, hardened with care
vice, belonged te another world.
own there was ease and rest.

she faced that lower world?

delights would fill her life.

His co.ee stood before him untouched.
Some one addressed a remark to him, and
He was dabbling
with one hand in the water of his finger:
not
browned yet for the year, asa few months
later they would be, when the country and
As yet the
few weeks since sport of any sort had
employed them had allowed them to attain

he answered at random.

glass. He had well-shaped hands,

the moors should claim him.

to a sufficient approach to whiteness. How _
white were Miss Wilton'’s hands{ He had | his asunt. He had gone down and had
remarked their beauty at dinner. And helped Mrs. Wilton and her daughter into

how white and round and perfect her arms !
He could remember the tinge of yellow
that the gold of a light bangle threw upon
He had not been conscious
It seemed
8o fair

the pale flesh.
of watching her very intently.
to him that she realized his ideal.
o form must shrine a soul as fair.

Lord Hurlingham was noisily engaged in
his shocking stories, and
Rutherford found his own silence conspicu-
Everyone was laughing but himself.
A few minutes later a general movement
Lady
Heron was leading a girl over to the piano
as the men came into the drawing-room.
Lord Hurlingham recognized his daughter,
and said under his breath, ‘““Agnes! Oh,

telling one of
ous,

was made, and he rose with alacrity.

lord !”

For Miss Runton’s choice of songs was a
oconstant source of disagreement between
He had a certain
taste in music, but Agnes sang all the
. What she
was now singing was the very latest ex-
ample of its class, with a refrain to waltz
time, telling of a meeting after ‘‘clouds of
pain,” and of ““hand clasping hand, in that
golden land, never to part again.” “Clouds
of fiddlestick !” said Lord Hurlingham to his
hostess who was passing him as she crossed
She looked up i1 surprise, and
then caught the drift of his thought, and

her father and herself.

ephemeral trifles of the day.

the room.

smiled,

**You must either have that or the éver-

lasting child who dies in the snow, and
whom the golden gates open wide.”
Lord Hurlingham gave his laugh.

“And both,” said Ladv Heron, herself
laughing a little, ‘‘are better than the only
other alternative, and that of course is the
It is very edifying
to hear a young girl, as I didata party

modern passion song.

last week, singing words like these:

Olosely, more closely,
Your dear lips on mine;

Crush me, dear heart, to your own heart yet

nearer.

Those are some of the words as nearly as

my d
Lord Hurlingham, that Miss Runtox’\' si::vg

can remember. Be satisfied,

3 A
of. such harmless things as ‘clouds of | especially to her husband; but if she is weak
pain.’” and nervous zmld mvg'«”t arll:'rlhlmnf I‘ilxlls_ sho
4 o A ¢ cannot be, for they will make her “feel likoa
Rutherford, meanwhile, was impatient d’;gcrcm rson,” at least so they all say, and
3

to join Miss Wilton, but someone else had
been before him, and the enly available
Lady Heron

seat near her was oceupied.
took this opportunity te present him
Mrs.  Wilton Mrs, \Vill)ton's

1, spIrIT,” “THE UGLY

each end of
Lady
victim, & brother of the
‘Dean’s, was acting as host for Lady Heron,
and Rutherford congratulated himself that
he was able gradually to slip out of the
himself up to his
his normal
The lapse had been unaccount-
The glow of the wine that soothed :
and the subtle
Now the pains
of life seemed very far off. The sweater,
the beggar, and the fighting harlots were
dim and mythical creatures whose lot could
touch his own, and whose miseries
Those faces
and
In his
Why have
warned Miss Wilton to shut her eyes when
He need not
have feared for her. The places in which
her lot was cast were fair, and their

manner

puzzled him. With all her stateliness and
good-breeding she had not the perfect
repose to which he was'accustomed, and he
remarked, as his aunt had remarked, that
no topic seemed to engross her. Presently,
in some casual way, Migs Wilton was
mentioned, and then he discovered Mrs.
Wilton’s weakness—perhaps her stremgth.
He saw that her whole interest in life
centered in her daughter, Lady Hurling-
ham now came ponderously over and sat
down by Mrs. Wilton, and Rutherford
moved away. Mrs. Wilton said something
that was complimentary if not strictly true
abott Miss Runton’s singing.

“‘Yes, my daughter has the true Italian
method,” said Lady Hurlingham. I have
always been particular that she should have
the best instruction. Miss Wilton? Does
she sing ¥’

¥es.”

Mrs. Wilton did not feel called upon to
say ““a little,” %
_‘“May we not hear her ? I should so much
like—— Lady Heron, Lady Heron, Miss
Wilton sings.”

“Oh, I will ask her. I hope she has
brought some musie.”

Lady Heron did not wait for an answel.
Bhe went over to where Miss Wilton was
sitting.

“‘I have no music with me,” said Miss
Wilton in answer to the questiom of her
hostess—*‘except what I carry im my

head.”
She made no pretense of hesitati HE bab
went at once to the piano. Lady Heron
stood beside her ag she'samg. Her voiee
rang out clearly in that Lendem rbom, and
the people who had talked through Miss
Runton’s singing were silent as thoy
recognized an artist. Lady Heren loeked
ab Mrs, Wilton in surprise. Ske had not
expected a voice so beautiful. The song
was Rubinstein’s ““Good-Night.” Ruther-
ford as he listened was under a spell
Life seemed now a full and lovely thing.
Miss Wilton’s face appeared te him trans-
figured asshe sang.
Some intuition had prepared him for the
beauty of her voice, and he was searcely
surprised, as Lady Heron was surprised.
He felt almost a personal joy when he saw
its effect upon the hearers,
Lady Heron was moved out of her normal
indifference, She put her hand affection-
ately on the girl’s shoulder.
f“I scarcely know how to thank you,” she
eaid.
“You musin’t thank me at all,” said
Miss Wilton naturally.
“But you have given us pleasure, great
pleasure,” said Lady Heron. ‘‘Will you
come again one day and sing to me ?”
“0f course I will.”
*“Then I will arrange an afternoon when
we are both free, ann ] will be at home to
no one élse.”
Miss Runton looked at Miss Wilton with
enriosity, and from Miss Wilton she looked
at Rutherford.
“Who is she?” she asked him. ¢ What
Wiltons ?”
“Australians.”
“She is very lovely. Don’t you think

Rutherford made no answer. He did
not wish to discuss Miss Wilton with Miss
Runton.

Miss Runton fidgeted impatiently with
her fan.
“Don’
YYes.
A little crowd had gathered round the
piano, and Miss Wilton sang again.
“Yes, a beautiful voice,” said Lady
Hurlingham to her husband that night.
“A beautiful voice. They made a great
fuss about it, didn’t they? Tomeitseemed
a little too full—a little too like a profes-
sional.. I hope Agnes will never ee——""
Lord Hurlingham gave his enormous
laugh.
““Set your mind easy on that, Lady H,”
be said. “There is very little danger of
Agnes’ singing ever beingat all like Miss
Wilton's.”
Rutherford stayed on after the others
had gone. No further opportunity of con-
versation with Miss Wilton had occurred,
andnow he felt a wish to speak of her to

80

t you think so?”
"

their hansom. He came up with the
recollection of Miss Wilton’s smile. He
found Lady Heron moving about the great
empty rooms, blowing out a candle here
and there. There was a smell of smoulder-
ing wicks. He felt irritated, and hisaunt’s
manner disappoinlml him. He knew that
the Wiltons had impressed her favorably.
Why could she not say s0? Why throw
him back upon himself? He would have
talked of them with boyish eagerness.

«It wasa pity Miss Runton sang,” she

gaid.

“Why did you ask her ?” said the young
man.

«] don’t know,” said Lady Heron, *I
wonder.”

«And the Wiltons?’ said Rutherford
impatiently.

«wM, yes,” said Lady Heron, either

consciously or unconsciously quoting the
sporting pay

“Don’t you like them? Is mnot Miss
Wilton beautiful ?”

“Very,” allowed Lady Heron. “Very,
and very lovable———" She was almost
betrayed into an enthusiasm, but she
hastened to add, ‘‘as far as one can teil at
present. Now, my dear boy, I am going
to my bed. If you like to stop and emoke

there is no hurry for you to go. Ask

Brown for whisky or whatever you want,

but I am off to bed. Good-night.”
(To be Continued.)
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“Pon't Care to Eat.”

1t is with the greatest confidence that Hood's
Sarsaparilla is rec ommended for loss of appe-
ite, indigestion, sick headache, and similar
troubles. This medicine gently tones the
stomach, sts digestion, and makes one
“ peal hur " Persons in delicate health,
atfter ta Jood's Sarsaparillaa few days,

find themselves longing for_and eating the
plainest food with unexy ccted relish, g
Rev. A. W. Mann, the pioncer deaf mute
preacher, writ “The ratio of deaf mutes
to the hearingis 1 to 1,600, so there are
over 40,000 in the United States and about
1,000,000 in the whole world.
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FUN, FACTS AND FICTION.

The 124} miles between Newecastle and
Edinburgh, which is done without a stop
is at present the longest run in Britain.

Carter's ¥ ittle Liver Pills must not be ocon
founded with common Catharticor Purgative
entirely unlike them in_every
One trial will prove theit superiority
Africa is nhow completely encircled by
sub-marine cables, which make up. alto-
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Constipation, Loss of Appetite Dizziness, and
Price 10 and 75
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Only one man in 203 is over six feet in

SHILOH'S COUGH and Consumption Cure
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New York has 60,000 night workers.
The world has 325 electric railroads,
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Piles! Itching Piles

itching
most at night; worse by
If allowed to continue tumors
form, which often bleed and ulcérate, be-

At druggists, or by mail, for 50
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A country seat—The milking stool.
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Thomas'
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ity of this Oil as a family remedy is en-
baneed by the fact that 1t is admirably
adapted not only to the above ailment, but
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and afiections of the throat, to which the
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OUR Coffees aré largely grown on
private plantations, Buying agents;
employed exclusively by us, are lo-
cated at all the principal peints in
the coffee-growing countries,. who
secure for Us the.choicest selections.
The coffees are roasted and pre-
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