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The Exporters’
Conference.

(Continued from page 9.}

I. would like to give expression to
nry own personal feelings on the sub-
ject. 1 have been throughcut a sup-
porter of Control, and have on sev-
eral occaslon cudeavonred to oxn}am
why I take the views 1 do. Since
previouslry making niy declaration, we
have kad control! in foree for 2 matter
of stx mcnths, and it shounid be pos-
sible to say whether in that time the
Control has operzted to the advantage
or otherwise cf Newfoundland., What
do we find? )

That the heavy stocks of fish held in
January last have practically been
marketed.

That veiry heavy losses have been
made by scme Exporters in the mar-
keting of tbose stocks.

The stocks of old fish on hand to-day
are comparatively small.

That the West Coast shippers claim
that they are seriously hampered in
the business by the restriction against
shipments of cargoes unsold.

These points are all conflicting when
considered, but on careful analysis;
they present a different complexion.

In what markets have the very
heavy losses that are reported been
made? So far as I understand they
are almost entirely confined to
Portugal and .Spain. Both of these
markets were practically uncontracted
last season. so far as shippers were
concerned. There was no restriction
as to supplies although an attempt
was made to uphold prices.

The only markets to which effective
control was applied were Brazil and
Italy, and in neither of these markets
were any losses made that were not
attributable to fish arriving in poor
condition.

The stocks of old fish are relatively
small, this surely must be a good sign.

I regard the opposition of the West
Coast* shipper to the restriction that
is placed upon exports of cargoes un-
sold as arising more from conditions
finangial and from the natural dif-
ficulty they have in re-arranging
their ideas and methods to suit the
altered conditions of markets and
shipping.

I feel that a careful study of the
position will show them that the re-
fusal to send fish to market except it
is sold before sailing must in the
main prove beneficial, and when the
moment arrives that all their fish is
sold before it is loaded or perhaps|
caught, they will wonder why they!|

were so much opposed to the estab- |
lishment of Regulation making that |
condition possible. '

I would like to conclude, Mr. Chair- |
man, by repeating what I am afraid |
has been the strain all the way
through the address, and that is, that
I feel the success of the operation of |
the regulations is dependent entﬁrelyi
on the exporters having confidence in |
the manner in which they are con-
ducted, and to try, if possible, to es-
tablish that confidence.

MR. COAKER.—In reply to
speakers I might say that Mr. Bowring
stated he would like me to attend |
some meetings of the Exporters. That

| Placentia Bay, Hermitage

{

were circulated. That threw a cloud
over the work of the Commission. The
next fact that presented itself was
that this conference was to take
place, because at the first meeting of
the Commission we decided to call
this conference, and we fixed a date
and gave due notice. Having given
such notice we thought the exporters
would feel we were living up to the
Act. We could not take any action
until we first obtained the views of
the exporters themselves. If we can
have a discussion on general lines and
can find out where the faults and
filings are regarding the past regula-
tions, and what suggestions you have
to offer for the future, we would be
in a position to adjust these matters.
I have not the slightest hesitation in
saying that the Commission will live
up to the Act. We must decide as to
exactly what we want, and after hav-
ing obtained the opinion of this meet-
ing, we will be in a position to say
how much we should charge for each
market and under what conditions. I
shall be glad to have a free discus-
s'on of these points. I do not know
that any regulations you can pass will
do very much good. An expression
of free opinion before this meeting is
just as good as the formulating of
any resolutions. However, you may
¢o as you wish in this respect.
far as the Government is concerned
they will stand by the Commission,

and anything the Commission will re-|

commend will have the endorsation of
the Governrent.
open for general discussion.

MR. PATTEN.—I want to call your
attention, Mi:. Chairman, to a few re-

marks about the West Coast to the'

effect that some of us had only been
in the busiuess four or five years. Our
business has not grown up overnight.
We can trace our operations back for
many years. In 1908 I was in Oporto
with a cargo of our own fish and saw
conditions there just exactly as they
existed. I was taken into a store and
shown some West Coast fish shipped
by a certain party who had always
been shipping good fish. 1 was also
shown samples of fish shipped from
various parts of Newfoundland. The
buyers wanted to write the shippers
that I had seen their fish in order

that I could be used as a reference,

as to its condition after
Oporto.

bad condition.

reaching

I refused to be made
a reference, as the matter did not
concern me. I note you said that
most of the fish that had gone from
the West Coast was number one.
That is not what you said in the House
of Assembly last fall when you stated

that no good fish ever came from the,

West Coast. I do not think you know
the West Coast very well or you would
have known. if vou had ever visited
Bay and
Fortune Bay, that some of the best
fish ever made in Newfoundland was
shipped and is being shipped from
those places. Of course sometimes
you will find slackness on the part of
the fishermen. I have been a fisher-
man myself and have tried to im-

prove the cure, but with large quan-"

tities being handled under severe
conditions, it is not always possible
to get the best results. Now regard-
ing the Regulations I wish to staie

the ! that in speaking here I represent only
!'a small portion of the West Coast. I

notice Mr. Cheeseman is present and

no doubt he will look out for the gen- !

I think would be heneficial and WF!.eral interests of that section of the

would work much better together. If| SOUDLIY.

However I have been asked

an Exporters’ Association is establish- | by certain interests to lay their views

ed they will have me with them very
often, because I will be a member as
an exporter and as Minister of Mar-
ine and Fisheries, I can attend if
necessary at any time in that capacity.
Before we disperse I trust you will
have made up your minds to establish
such an association,

Regarding the carrying out of the
regulations, you may be quite certain
that this will be done in accordance
with the Act. The Commission have
Ay yet been unable to propose regula-
tons to the Governor-im-Council. Had
they been able to do so, the present
regulations wonld have heen rescinded.
One of the reasons why we did not
get x:urther in the work of the Com-
mis~ion was that all our transactions
al the flrst meeting were made pub-
lic along the street and there did not
seem to be any confidence established,
because of conflicting reports which
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GEORGE NEAL

before you and for that purvose I will
read a short memorandum which 1
have prepared for that purpose.

Memorandum.

I would like to express in as few
words as possible my views on this
matter: “The Fishery Regulations.”
I would say that I am not actuated by
any sslfish motive in anything I may
gay on this question. I was a fisher-
man for sixteen years of my life and
afterwards carried some of our pro-
ducts to foreign markets and when the

tion of our greatest industry is adopt-
ed I will agree with

cord with my views.
ed to represent, with others, Burir
Board of Trade and Grand Bank and
Fortune Fxvorters. I think these par-
ties will hear me cut when 1 say that
a great deal of the opprosition that the
Fishery Regulations have met with
from those parts is because of the
overbearing way in which they were
commenced tc be carried out by the
Advisory Board. Common couftesy
costs nothing and men with the in-
terest that men of 8. Harris, G. & A.
Buffett, Holleit Bros., who are only
types of the many men who have been
fishermen, aud are to-day assisting
the fishermen around them o become
shareholders in their vessels, owners
of their own traps and motor boats,
owners of their own homes, and whose
earning powers are away above the
average salaried Ibelieve should
not be interfered ile trying to
dispose of thei any market in
the world, but should be encouraged
and essisted in the marketing and
putting iBto consumption all the fish
at good profitable results to all con-
cerned. - Therefore, while I agree in
part with the Regulations, I feel that
the fishermen will be the greatest
sufferers, as their fish will be culled
according to Standardization of cull,
and the outcome of that will be very
little No. 1, the greater part’ No. 2
and West India. To spring this so
suddenly will be a hardship to the
men who can-ill afford to bear it. The
merchants on the West Coast are pre-.
pared to pay within a narrow margin

.. Box313 St.Johns "
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of the worth of the fish. Unless they
.are allowed to operate their own

~

So!

The meeting is now ;

A lot of the fish was in very,

business, dicker with foreign fish im-
porters and make the best bargain
possible, the result will be no out-
fitting for the Bank fishery. This would
be, as I see it, a deplorable state of
affairs. To understand better the
value of the West Coast fisheries in
this country go to the Minister of
Finance and Customs, to the Minister
of Posts and Telegraphs, and you find
that the figures have mounted up to
large .sums and we have not been a
whit behind any part of this country
in contributing to the revenue "and
general upkeep of this country. There-
fore, I feel it my duty to seek the
greatest good for the greatest pos-
s'ble speed and with an eye to the
betterment of conditions generally. I
would, thercfore, ask you to modify
| your Regulations and if some philan-
i thropist will assist the fishermen to
export their own fish they should not
be interfered with but assisted. This,
I think, will eventually happen. and I,
for one, am willing to make it feas-
| ible. To-day men are advised to hold
| their fish for $11.00, $10.50, and $9.00.
| These advices are vague as there is no
| intention on the part of the advisers
'to pay those prices and the result,
| later on, will be felt by the fishermen
| alone.

|  Mr. Patten then complained of the
manner in which the inspection of

fish had been carried out, especially in

one instance where an inspector had
jumped into the hold of one of his
vesskls and had broken some fish
with his hands. He agreed with
standardization, but thought the fish-
ermen would suffer unnecessarily
through strictness of cull. He also
complained of the manner in which
respresentations from the West Coast
. had been recewved by the Fisheries

Department. The contention of the
West Coast shippers is that they
should be allowed to conduct their
business in their own way. The fish-
ermen there are mostly sharemen in
the vessels. and the merchants give
them the highest possible price for
their catch. He could not see how
. unduly high prices could be forced on
the foreign market, especially on poor
countries like Portugal, where the
escudo is down to about one shilling.
He believed that advices to fishermen
to hold their fish for nine, ten, and
eleven dollars were vague and not jus-
tified by the value to be realized
abroad. The catch around Fortune
Bay would be much more than the
amount forecasted in the Chairman's
remarks, as some firms had already
nearly the total estimated for the
whole Bay. Reverting to the question
of cull, he again expressed the opin-
, ion that it was too strict, according
to his experience of the Portuguese
market.

The Chairman requested the Deputy
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to
read reports of fishery Inspectors on
West Coast fish.

Mr. Joseph Long read the following
letter receved by him in his capacity
as a member of the Advisory Board,
from the Amalgamated Fishermen's
Association of St. John's:—

Dear Sir.—At a special meeting of
the Amalgamated Fishermen held last
evening, the question of the Fishery
Rules and Regulations as published in
the newspapers during the present
month were discussed at some length,
and it was decided that we write you
on the subject.

In part the Regulations are satis-
far_tor_v. h_ut there are one or two
points which we are confident are not
for the gond of the trade, and we have
much pleasure in bringing them to
your nOtl(‘q. (Section 2, paragraph 5
|of sub-section (a) objects to ‘“not

best ways and means for the exporta- '

. it on general .
principles even though it is not in ac-:
I bave been ask- '
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showing salt on the face!) ' We.are

is shown on the face of large fish, that
fish is not the best for export to warm
countries. ; 5

In connection with the priceés of fish
as stipulated in Section 3 sub-section
(a) entitled “Shore Fish,” we beg to
state that these Rulés are not being
adhered to. The Rules state that
$1.50 per quinta! must Be paid for
Merchantable above the price, of -No.
2. So far in St. John’s, Merchantable
has only fetched $1.00 per quintal
more than No. 2, so that the sellers
have lost 50 cents per quintal.

Section 4 deals with the duties of
Inspectors, and we wish to say that
the interests of the fishérmen are not
being safeguarded. The buyer may
send what Culler he likes to cull the
fish, and if differences arise between
the owner of the fish and the culler,
the former has no one to appeal to.
He must abide by the decision of the
culler. We suggest that an Inspector
be appointed for each premisés buy-
ing fish, who could act as a judge be-
tween seller and buyer should dif-
ferences of opinion arise.

Before concluding we wish to state
that - the unanimous opinion of the
Amalgamated Fishermen is that the
Export Fishery Rules are too drastic
to be enforced all at once, that the
general trade of the country has suf-
fered greatly in consequence, - and
we appeal to you Gentlemen to use
your influence with the Government
to make the Rules regulating the Ex-
port of Fish satisfactory to the Ex-
porters. The Governmenti is not act-
ing squarely towards the Exporters
and the latter being penalized, cannot
be expected to give the fishermen as
generous treatment as they otherwise
would.

We have much please in remaining.

Yours sincerely,
(Sgd.) THOMAS SNELGROVE,

President Amalgamated Fishermen.

The Chairman said there will be of-
ficial inspectors on each premises to
see number one and number two culled
according to regulations; while there
is also an Inspector in general, who
decides any disputes between cullers
and inspectors. No merchant or fish-
erman has a right to say anything to
a culler. If anything is wrong the
Inspector is appealed to. He is Mr.
Power of Baird’s.

Regarding the price referred to in
the letter from the - Amalgamated
Fishermenr’'s Association, they should
take action against the firm; or if a
complaint is made to the Fisheries
Department, the matter will be taken
up for them. He did not think anyone
had got seriously into the buying busi
ness yet.

Adjournment was taken until 8 p.m.

Minutes of meeting of Fish Ex-
porters held in Grenfell Hall on
Thursday, September 2nd, at 8 p.m.

The Chairman announced. the sub-
ject for discussion -as Portugal, on
which Mr. Patten would speak firet.

Mr. Patten stated that he had not
come prepared with a set speech, put
he would as far as possible review
conditions in Portugal at present. To
his mind they were very serious. We
want 80 ior our fish and are not like-
ly to get any more than 75| or 70. We
should get 75| or 80| in order to pay
the fishermen a living price for the
fish. Under present conditions :in
Portugal when you ask 75| it means
75 because of the great difference in
exchange. The people there are very
poor, and it is quite impossible for
them to consume as much fish at 75|
as they would if it were down to nor-
mal. The escudo had fallen from 49
pence to about 14 pence and in June
it had dropped to about 10 pence. His
firm had lost $18,000 in exchange on
one cargo sold in June. Those are
the conditions in Portugal.

Competition will make it hard for
us to dispose of our fish. He did not
like to be pessimistic, but in the
present situation he saw no reason
for optimism. He had seen men sell
cargoes outright, but they were small
cargoes. His firm had had to load
cargoes of four and fiv2 thousand
quintals. It would be disastrous to
send such large cargoes to a con-
gested market. On one occasion his
firm had sold a cargo outright, subject
to inspection on arrival, but when
the fish reached its destination there
were several other cargoes there, and
his was held up until the fish had
deteriorated considerably, causing a
loss of about $5000. The greatest care
is taken in the loading of the vessels.
He figured that Portugal takes about
6,000 quintals weekly in the months
when fish is being sold. His fish is
usually sent there about December and
January, but nothing is sold then be-
cause of the rainy season when it is
hard to trapsport the fish up country.
There are now fifteen cargoes load-
ing and ten on the way and these will
supply Portugal for a long time. Re-
garding Norwegian fish, he thought
we would be faced with serious com-
petition. During the war they could
do very little, but now they are active
once more, and may repeat their
achievements of some years ago wnen
their total catch was 99,000,000 dqtls.,
instead of £6,000,000 as now -reported.
He had seen accounts of 20 steamers,
trawlers and drifters having arrived
‘m the Azores on their way to Por-

of the opinion that unless:a Ittle salt |
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:/}::‘; important point. I f:nl‘ to :
how you will 1‘egulatn_ shlpm(fm?
otherwise. I should not like to have ¢
seat on the Board and try
different shipments. It would be an
endless job. o
MR. W. S. MONROE.—I am inclined
to think it is a mistake to in st on
outright sales this vear. 1 U.'nnk out-
right sales are all right when our
standards have been well established,
but until that is done and the Portu-
guese have confidence in our stand-
ards, you can hardly expect them to
buy everything outright. I have hear1
a' lot about the bad quality of fish

tugal to operate the fisheries there.
They may not succeed owing to the!
high cost of coal. etc., but it shows
they are determied to carry on their
own fisheries. There is a Portuguese
vessel in the harbour at present. Be-
fore the war many of them prosecuted
the fisheries on this side off our
shores, and they are going to do the
same thing again. Some years there
was a Portuguese colony around Cape
Cod. To-day there are only two or
three vessels operating out of there,
and the Portuguese are retucning to
their own country because they will
obtain better prices and conditions
there.

MR. HEPRURN.—I Iook on this mat-
ter of shutting out consignments as one
of the weak points of the Regulations.

I fail to see how you will regulate
shipments if we have to stick to the!
prices distated to us by the Board.
Is there no arrangement whereby we |
can sell fish as in the past; that is'
with a minimum guarantee from Por-
tugal. We could get the @assent of the !
Board before we made the shipment,
give them the minimum guarantee of
the- cargo we intend to ship, and by!
that means we would be enabled to

get our fish out of Newfoundland. It
appears to me that by holding our
fish back in Newfoundland, our com-
petitors will have a chance to step.in
and take the market from us. - If that
can be overcome by  a minimum
guarantee, I think it will:-help out the
difficulty very considerably. " In the
olden days we would get a guarantes

of 80%. Now if we can get cash for

’

shipped from Grand Bank. I do not
know whether that is true or not; but
I do know that cargoes go from the

West Coast and other places con-|Is good fish and should not sell

taining all sorts and qualities, and
how can you éxpect that the buyer
in Oporto is going to-say that we have
the right grades? A They must first be
sure that the standards will be just
what we represent them to be. I do
not suppose the Portuguese people
know what is happening here, but
even I would not be sure that the fish
that will go to Oporto, mow that
standardization has commenced,
be fish suitable for Oporto. In fact I

sec '

and allocate |

|
|

will |

am absolutely convinced that some of .

the cullers sent around won’t know
their business as they should, and that
some unsuitable fish will go to Por-
tugal. After a little better confidence
will be established in the stan-
dardization, then it will be time

fish.

enough to talk about outright sales. !

Goodridges have made consistent out-
right sales to the Oporto people, and
various others have done the same,

t have _in my pocket, but if we are to be
i penalized in any way I think it would

because these people have confidence !
in' Messrs. Goodridge and others, and |
their standards, and they will be able '

to make outright sales again; but
when that comes to be applied to our
entire catch, I don’t think you will
find all the fish will be good, and I

think that next year, or possibly the ! as at present. The law
to | demand must rule.
allow consignments to go forward. We ; age outright sales where possible, but

year after, it will be . necessary
cannot expect everything to go right

at once, and I think it will be several

years beforc fish will be fully up to;day. we as a body protest
the standardization and Regulations. I | Impress on meeting the fact that un-
should therefore very strongly urge.der the present rules and regulations

] . |
it is a bird in the hand—our loss " that it be permitted that consign-all trade “
1 think this is & ments are ailowed to go forward this present condit'ons prevail b
i stares this coast 1

vear free,of restrictionn.

MR. BARR.—Ithink Grand Bank fish
should cor®-dider a classification of
its own. It does not compare with
our shore fish, and an al.empt to make
outright sales of Grand Bank ﬁsh‘i
against our shore fish would fail. It!
is very difficu’t for Grand Bank peo-|
ple to sell their very large cargoes. |
I believe on2 or two as much as 6,000
qtls., are loading to-day and ready to!
sail. They would never be able to
sell them outright. Very few buyers |
in Oproto or elsewhere would pur—‘,
chase 6,000 qtils. at one time. These|
would not sell as against smaller car- |
goes of shore fish. They should be]
sold for soinething less than mlrl
shore 4sh. What has been thrown out:
at
70| as against No. 2 shore shippedg
from St. Jokr’s. The No. 2 fish going |
to Oporto to-day is better than ever
before and equzl to our best Spanish
fish. If you compare the No. 2 bank
fish with the No. 2 shore fish, you will
readily understand that no buyer in
Oporto would take a cargo of it. If
you insist on outright sales, bank
fish should be sold at 5| less.

; MR. PA'[‘TEN~Ify0uintendlopenal-
ize Grand Bank, I think we should
h;j.ve an understanding right here.
“e_are well able to carry on our own
business. Regarding Mr. Barr's re-
marks, I would say that we had last
vear about 70,000 gtls fish. We are
willing to stand by the quality of that
We_would be very glad to im-
prove on its quality, if possible. I did
not intend to read some telegrams I

be better_ if we come to a mutual un-
derstanding and be allowed to carry
on our operations independently as in
the past. These telegrams are as fol-
lows:—
? BURIN.

We decidedly gbject to regulations
of supply and
We would encour-

to submit to the dictates of one ma
n
armed with arbitrary power as is to-

against.

is at a standstill

in the fac

to co-operate i

to better condi

present regulations
BURIN BOARD OF

dis

GRAND
We the Grand Ban ]
strongly object to a I
the Minister of Marine and
or the Adviscry Board
with Fisheries Regul:
ing price fixing local ¢
detainment of cargoe
you to sign for us any
effect and tc do anythin
relieve present sity cn
gard as very serious
S. HARR
G. A. Bl
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TIBBO &

"ETT
FORSH

SONS
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