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CHAPTER XL.

NED CAMERON’S LETTERS.

after a brief consultation tney agreed
to visit the minister and demand an

They were men of integrity, and’

i | of an elesantwomnn dressed in the
4 richest of carriage attire, bedlng over |
| what seemed to be & heavily draped

couch. 3

ce!ve more ﬁnn the: gneeful ‘figure

But in another instant, his factul-
tiés became clear, and he preceived
that what he supposed to be g couch,
was in reality a bed of death, and that
the woman before him was engaged.
in strewing blossoms of the richest
beauty and- mrost delicate fragrance
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come to hear from your lips the words
of forgiveness needed to give me as-
surance to ask you the one boon 1
crave, 1Is all forgiven?”

For all answer, she leaned her héad
upon his shoulder and placed her
hands in his own.

The old housekeeper, who had seen
a gentleman come down the hill, and
wondered who he might be. and why
he did not pass the house, had put on
her bonnet and stolen to the shade of
the willews fringing the brook. Part-

minister’s home. Entering the library
to which he led them, and offered
seats there, Rev. Mr. Cameron placed
in their hands Goldxes letter.

After reading thls one of the elders
remarked:

“It was a bitter wrong you  done
that girl.”

“But Brother Cameron erred upon
duty’s side,” quickly returned the
other. “Do you not see that his heart
was nearly crushed by the painful
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couch, taking from it the character of
a.bed, and lending to the whole scene
an aspect of poetic beauty, which was
in no wise diminished by the rows of
wax candles that burned at the head
and the feet of the dead.

It was a picture; and for a moment
he looked on it as such; but in anoth-
er, the lady, whose occupation he had
interrupted, turned, and, seeing him,
stood upright, meeting his gaze with
astonishment and half-veiled delight.
in her fine violet eyes; then, as she
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