
po etr n.
To sucU of our euLscribers as are food of Tale* 

readioq, we would announce our intention of 
funds ling them with a selection of Factual 
uUa. We ibiuk there h something sweet and 
ptvheiic in the style and language of the British 
Ballad, so much is this the cate that in our tale- 
reading days we always preferred the Ballad tale, 
and we have even dared to write in this strain 
long, long ago. Judging, therefore, from our 
own taste and experience, we think our romance- 
loving readers will not be offended at receiving a 
few of the choice metrical Legends of the ruder 
ages of our native land. And „ we shall begin 
with the “ Hermit of Warkwrrth,” by the 
airaiable compiler of the ••Jleliynes of Ancient ^ 
Poetry.” It is one of the finest BaliaJ tales in 
the English or any'other language.

Ed. II. S.
This beautiful and interesting Ballad, is from 

the pen of the learned and elegant E litor of 1 he -J 
Reliques of Ancient Poetry.. It was dedicated 
to Elizabeth, Duchess oj Northumberland, In Ihr j 
following Sonnet :
Down in the northern vnle wild (lowers grew, ^ 

And lent new sweetness to the summer gale : | 
The Muse there found them all remote fiom view, 1 

Obscur’d with weeds, pud scatter’d o’er the j 
dale.

O Lady, runy so slight a gift prevail.
And at'your gracious hand acceptance find ?

Say, may an ancient legend i:y tale 
Amuse, delight, or move the polish’d mind ? 
Surely the cares and woes of human kind,

Tho'simple toIJ, will gain each gentle ear ;
But all for you the Muse lrr hy dt sign’d,

Ançl hade your noble ancestors appear :
She seeks no other praise, if you commend,
Her great protectress, patroness, and friend.

The account given in the Ballad of young 
Percy, the son of Hotspur, is confirmed hy the 
following extract from ah old Chronicle belong
ing tokWhitby Abbey.

Henry Percy, the son of Sir Henry Peicy, 
that was slain at Shrewsberry, and of Elizabeth, 
the daughter of the Erie of Marche, after the 
death of his father and graundsyre was excited into 
Scotland in the time of king Henry the fourth : 
but in the time of king Henry the fifth, by the 
labour of Johanne the Countess of Westmorland, 
(whose daughter Allunor he had wedded in com
ing into England,) he recovered the kings’ grace, 
aud the countye of Northumberland, so was the 
second Erie of Northumberland.

And of this Allanor his wile, he begate IX. 
Sonnes and III. daugthers, whose names be 
Johanne, that is buried at Whyihye; Thomas 
Lord Egremoui ; Kathnryne Gray of Rythyn ; 
Sir Ratie Percy ; Wijliam Percy, a Byehopp ; 
Richard Percy ; John, that dyed without i«eur; 
(another John, called by Vincent Johannes Percy 
Seuior de Warkwoitli ;) George Percy, Clerk ; 
Henry that dyed without issue; Anne—(besidee 
the eldest son and successor here omitted becasue 
he conics in below,) Henry Percy, the third 
Elle of Northumberland.”

THE HERMIT OF WARKWORTIÎ.

FIT THE FIRST.

Dark was the night, and wild the storm,
And loud the torrents roar ;

And loud the sea was heard to dash 
Against the distant shore.

M using on man's weal; hapless state,
The lonefy Hermit lay ;

When, lu 1 he heard a female voice 
Lament in sore dismay.

With hospitable haste he rose,
And wak’d his sleeping fire ;

And, snatching up a lighted brand,
Forth hied the reverend sire.

All sud beneath a neighbouring tree 
A beauteous maid he found.

Who beat her breast, and with her tears 
Bedewed the mossy ground.

O weep not, lady, weep not so ,
Nor let vain fears alarm :

My little cell shall shelter thee,
And keep thee safe fiom harm

It is not for myself I weep,
Nor for myself I fear ;

But for my dear and only friend,
Who lately left me here :

And while some sheltering bower he sought 
Within this lonely wood,

All ! sore I fear his wandering feet 
Have slipt in yonder flood.

O ; trus: in heaven, the hermit said,
And to my cell repair ;

Doubt not but I shall find thy friend,
And ease thee of thy care.

Then*.climbing up his rocky stairs.
He scales thé cliff so high ;

And calls aloud, and waves hie light 
To guide the stranger’s eye.

Among the thickets long he winds,
With careful steps and slow :

At length a voice return’d his call,
Quick answering from below :

O t<?ll me, father, tell me true,
If you have chanc’d to see 

A gentle maid l lately left
Beneath some neighbouring tree.

But either I have lost the place,
Or she hath gone astray 

And much 1 fear this fatal stream 
Hath snatch'd her hence away.

PraiseJieaven, my son, the hermit said ;
The lady’s safe and wellr- 

And soon lie join’d the wandering youth,
And brought him to hi\cell.

Then well was seen these gentle ftiends ;
They lov’d each other dear :

The youth he press’d lier to hie heart ;
The timid let fall a tear.

Ah ! seldom h id their host, I ween, 
tirtlreW so. sweet a pair :

The youth was tall, with manly bloom ;
She slender, soft, and fair.

The youth was clad in forest green,
With bugle-horn so bright ;

She in a silken robe and scarf,
Snatch'd up in hasty flight.

Sit down, my children, says the sage .
Sweet rest your limbs require ;

Then heaps fresh fewel on the hearth,
And mends his little fire.

Partake, he said, my simple store,
Dried fruits, and milk, and curds ;

And, spreading all upon the board,
Invitee with kindly words.

Thanks, father, for thy bounteous fare,
The youthful couple sey ;

Then freély ale, and made good cheer,
And talk’d their cares away.

Now say, my children (for perchance 
My counsel may a veil),

What strange adventure brought you here 
Within this lonely dale?

First tell me, father, said the youth,
(Nor blame mine eager tongue)

What town is here ? What lands are these 7 
And to what lord belong ?

Alas ! my son, the Hermit said,
Why do I live to say,

The rightful lord of these domains 
U banish'd quite aw*y ?

Ten winters now have shed their snows 
On this my lowly hall,

Since valiant Hotspur (so the North 
Our youthful Lord did call. )

Against Fourth Henry Bolinobrokk 
Led up his northern powers,

And, stoutly fighting, lost bis life 
Near proud Sulopia’s towers.

One son he left, a lovely boy,
His country’s hope and heir ;

And, oh ! to save him from his foes 
It was his grandsire’s care.

In Scotland safe lie plac’d the child 
Beyond the reach of strife 

Nor Ion4 before the brave, old Earl 
At Bramham lost hie life.

And now the Percy name, bo long 
Our northern pride and boast,

Lies hid, alas ! beneath a cloud ;
Their honour’s reft and lost.

No chieftain of that noble house - __
Now leads our youth to arms ;

The bordering Scou despoil* our fields,
And ravffee all our farms.

Their halls and castles, once so fair,
Now- moulder in decay ;

Freud strangers now usurp their lands,
And bear their wealth away.

Not far from hence, w here yon full stream 
Runs winding down the lea,

Fair W a kk worth Hil ts her lofty towers,
And overlooks the sea.

Those towers, alas ! now stand forlorn, 
With noisome weeds o’erspead,

Where feasted lords and courtly dames,
And where the poor were fed.

Meantime far off, mid Scottish hills 
The Percy lives unknown ;

On strangers bounty he depends,
And may not claim hie own.

O ! might I with these aged eyes 
But five to see him here,

Then should my soul depart in bliss ! —
He said, and dropt a tear. ^

And is the Percy still so lov’d 
Of all his friends and thee ? «

Then bless me, father, said the youth,
For I thy guest am He.

Silent he gaz’d ; then turn'd aside 
To wipe the tears he shed ;

And, lifting up his hands and ryes,
Pout'd blessings on his head :

Welcome, our dear and much-low’d lord,
Thy country’s hope and care :

But who may this young lady be,
That is eo wondrous fair. .

Now, father, listen to my tale,
And thou shall know the truth :

And led thy sage advice direct 
My unexperienc'd youth.

In Scotland I’ve been nobly bred 
Beneath the Regent's hand",

In feats of arms, and evq£r lore 
To fit me for command.

With fond impatience long I^iurn’d 
My native land to see ;

At length I won my guardian frieo®
To yield that boon to me.

Then up and down in hunter’s gaib 
I wandered as in chace,

Till in the noble Neville's houset 

I gain’d a hunter’s place.

Some time with him I liv’d unknown,
Till I’d the hap so rare,

To pleaSfe this young and gentle dame,
That boron’s daughter fair, 

j Now, Percy, said the blushing maid, 
j The truth I most reveal ;

Souls great and generous, like, to thine,
Their noble deeds conceal.

j * Robert Stuart, Duke of Albany. See the 
j continuation of Fordun'a Scoti-Chrooicoo, cap. 
j Id, cap. 23, «fcc.

! t Ralph Neville, first Earl of Westmoreland. 
[to be continued in our next.]

on a firm basis and to promote its prosper
ity. I am authorized to state, for your in
formation that it is Her Majesty’s purpose 
to exercise the prerogative of mercy in 
favour of all persons who are still liable to 
pens I consequence# for political cfle ices 
arising out of the unfortunate occurrences 
of 1837 and 1838 ; and I have the Queen's 
commande to invite you to confer,with me 
in passing an Act to give full effect to Her 
Majesty’s moat gracious intentions. It 
affords me much pleasure to state that in 
compliance wirh the wishes of the local 
Legislature expressed in a joint Address of 
the second house of the Provincial Pailis
aient, the Imperial Parliament has passed 
an Act repealing the clause in the Union 
Act which imposed restriciions on the use 
of the French language. I have been in 
commonication during the recess with Her 
Majesty's principal Secretary of Stale for 
the Colonies and with the Lieut. Governors 
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, on 
the subject of the Provincial Post-Office, 
and I am enabled to inform you that on the 
meeting of the Imperial Parliament steps 
will be taken for conferring on the Provin
cial authorities the entire control and man
agement of this department. I trust that 
when the necessary arrangements for effect
ing this object shall have been completed, 
it will be found practicable to establish a 
low and uniform rate of postage for the 
British North American Provinces. I am 
disposed to believe that an increase in the 
representation would be attended with con
siderable advantage to the public interests, 
and I recommend this subject which is one 
of no ordinary importance, to your best 
consideration. If gives me much gratifi
cation to state ttiat the opposition manifes
ted at one time in certain parts of Lower 
Canada to the School Act, has in a great 
measure subsided. I atn of opinion, nevgg- 
thelcss, that this Act may with advantage 
be amended in some of its details, and I 
feel confident that you will readily consent j 
to make such alterations in it as shall render j 
it as little as possible onerous- to #the rate- I 
payer, without, however, compromising the j 
important principle which it lias con-ecra- j 

"ted, in securing for all the youth of this | 
section of the Province, the blessing of j 
education.

Among the subjects which will probably 
engage your attention Tare, the system of 
judicature in both Provinces, tho laws for 
tjio regulation of municipalities, and. the 
constitution of the University of King's 
College. The officers employed :in ex 
ploring the country between Quebec and 
Halifax, with the view of discovering the

has been sanctioned by Parliament. In 
maturing these and all kindred measures 
which have the promotion dir the moral and 
econotnicnl well-being of toe peonle of ibis 
important Province for their object, you 
will find me ever willing and desirous to 
co-operate with you.

Possessed ot a revenue derived from eo 
many indépendant sources, and exempt from 
numerous charges that weigh heavily on 
the resources of other countries, Canada 
« njoys great and singular advantages. I 
hope that under God’s blessing, our legist a 
tion will be so directed as to enable her to 
reap the full benefit of thefai.

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

One number more -will complete the first 
volutin of the Huron Signal, and owing to the 
great inconvenience ef publishing a newspaper 
iu Gc lerich, our subscribers must give us much 
credit for having got eo far along without dun
ning them. And as we are miserable hands ai 
craving, we-trust that all those who received the 
first number of the Signal and who have not yet 
paid Ibr it, will have compassion on our feelings 
and save us the mortification of again hinting at 
this delicate subject,—by remitting, at their firat 
convenience the sum of twelve shillings and six 
pence for each copy eo received. To those who 
with to pay in advance, the price for the ensu
ing year will still be only ten shillings.

HURON SIGNAL.
FRIDAY. JANUARY 26. 1849.

THE GOVERNOR’S SPEECH.

In another column will be found the speech of
ilie Governor General. Which through the I l^e Government appointed a man who is likely

the duties of the office, and in nil liklihood will 
soon be removed to the office of the District 
Treasurer where they ought to be. The rent 
duties of the Superintendent ore intellectual 
duties, resulting from n superior education, and 
nb extensive experience ef the varions and the 
best methods of teaching. This intelligence con
nected, with no easy and a familiar method of com
municating ideas, and strengthened by a supe
rior morel character, are the essentiel qualifica
tions of a District Superintendent, and it must 
be admitted that this combination of qualities is 
hot of rare occurence in nay remote locality each 
as the County of Huron.

We have no desire to disparage the merits of 
any of the gentlemen who are spoken of ae, 
candidates for this important office. So far as 
we are aware they are all men of, a respectable 
standing in society, and were it an office of less 
importance to the beet interests of the District, 
and especially the interests of the rising genera
tion, we would offer no impediment to their suc
cess. As it is, however, we beg them seriously 
to consider the subject in its most important 
aspect, and to examine, apart from all selfish 
and pecuniary considerations, whether or not 
they are qualified to discharge the duties of the 
office in such* manner ae will reflect credit upon 
themselves, and advantage on the cause of edu
cation. Let each of them ask himself ** Am I 
better qualified to advance the interests of popu
lar instruction, and thereby be.of greater benefit 
to the inhabitants of the District than Mr. 
Fletcher, who at present holds the appoint
ment?” Under the present circumstances, in 
fact, we think that every roan is justified in 
asking, wherefore is all this anxiety to oppose 
Mr. Fletcher in this office, when an attempt fb 
oppose the notorious John Bignall was met with 
the hearty disapprobation of the Warden and his 
principal friends 7 Was John Bignall a better 
man, or more qualified to fill the situation than 
Mr. Fletcher ? It is true that Mr. Fletcher 
was appointed to the office in opposition to the 
wishes of the Warden ;-but that is not the ques
tion to be considered. The question is "Has

kindness of the Canada Free P^ess, we were 
enabled to print and distribute through Goderich 
last Saturday, in less than forty-eight hours after 
it was delivered in Montreal. We cannot re
frain from expressing our entire satisfaction with 
the spirit and contents of His Excellency's
speech. It breathes a disposition to do good, 

best line fora railway to connect these two ! and «eetns to promise a new era in Canadian
points, have presented a report which con 
tains much valuable information, and sets | 
forth in a strong light the advantages of 
the proposed undertaking. I shall lav it be- , , .
fore you, together wilS a deapelch from ïïf!!!!!‘

| Legislation. This is, in fact, about the first 
* speech from the throne” which we ever recol- 

| l<*c* of reading that bootained anything. These

the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
expressive 6f the interest, taken by Her 
Majesty's Government in the execution of 
this great work.

Gentlemen of Ike Legislative »hsembly—
I shall direct the public accounts, with 

the estimates for the ensuing year, to be 
laid before you.

I rely on your readiness to grant the sup
plies which arc necessary for the public 
sen ice.

Honorable Gentlemen and Gentlemen—
I have observed with much concern that j 

Canada has participated largely in the com

fa few sett phrases, which with Sslight trans
position would suit all occasions of all Kings' 
p-igns, equally well. But the speech of the 
Governor General bears ample evidence that it is 
one of those stereotyped productions ; that it is.not 
a combination of common-place hacknied senten
ces, strung together by a Ministry and learned 
by royalty in the same mechanical manner that 
it could l>e learned by ja parrot. It is evident 
ihat the Governor wrote his own speech—that 
he wrote it about somethfiig—and that he under
stood distinctly what he intended to say. It 
does not express, nor even allude to many of the 
measures which we expect to see brought for-

to do credit to the office ? if so why reject him ? 
the Government has done for us what we failed 
to do for ourselves. It had been well for the 
Teachers, and indeed for thewhule people, had 
the Government opposed the Warden in the ap
pointment of John Bignall.

Wé sincerely trust that there is not one Coun
cillor in the whole District of IImon who will so 
far forget himself, as to regard the appoinment 
of a Superintendent of Common Schools, in the

In • few of the country J. P.’» |0 our 
eistance, The Clerk of the Pence had writ
ten to twelve (he must write to thirty the 
next time) Magistrates, and only six at
tended, via-, Judge Aeland, W. B. Rjçh, 
James Watron, George Brown, John Long- 
worlb and Willinm Piper, Esquires. Now 
all these writings, and meetings> and fail- 
urea, are at the expence of the District ; 
and if we are not to grt along rather bet
ter than we have been doing of late, wo 
had better stop business. The truth is, 
that if nobody will either lend us Magis
trates, or make us Magistrates, we will be 
under the mccssity of handing over to tho 
District Council, tho whole affairs connec
ted with the administration of justice, to 
deal with them as may best please them.— 
If Judge Aeland will draw out an applica
tion to Government, for a special commis- 
8ioiL.of.the Peace, fur the town of Goderich, 
and ‘ inclose the names of six backbone 
Radicals, we will endorse it, and then it 
will surely be successful ! But they must 
be Radicals, because we do want some 
kind of satisfaction for those woeful ten 
dollars which we had to pay to Toryism 
last Week. We cannot jj-et easily over the 
ten dollars.

WILL YOU FIGHT A DUEL?

We remember an anecdote of two Irishmen 
who met accidentally upon the road, and though 
entire a<rangera tp each other, and remote from 
an'y spectator*, (lie first salutation, delivered in 
the best of good humor, was •* Will you fight?” 
The other, in a moment, threw off the old hai, 
and beginning to undress replied, “ Arrah, in 
troth 1 just will, and I’am glad you asked me !” 
When a boy, we used often to laugh at the ex
treme ridiculouenes of such conduct in persons 
arrived at manhood, and jgejp, supposed that the 
anecdote, if true, was only illustrative of that 
light-heaited thoughtlessness for which the less 
educated portion of the Irish peasantry are pro
verbial. But as we approached to manhood, 
and go: better acquainted with the ways of the 
world, we discovered that this ridiculousness of 

{ the Irishmen, was only a miniature l.keneas ot 
I the absurd conduct of what ate termed the 

educated and fashionable, in countries boasting 
| of a civilization and an enlightenment supeiior 
1 to those of Ireland. It must certainly be e l 
j nutted that two men throwing off their clothes

light of». political question bet. ccn the Gov 1"J Pcltl"S>=cb hid» wuh thcil fi.t,.
ernment and tho Warden of.the District; or . ,rc ,m,rc barmk”' *nd '»»
polilic.lqrre.lion .1 nil. Il is. q,re,lion of.in,. ! mf" mutual «griment to rr.k lire,,
pie justice to the inhabitants of the District, and lives on the chance of a pistol shut, merely by
mor. especially to the rr.ing generation. The | *‘y ofl" '"W bra',1,io Th' trmn.Mou-mg 
power of the Councillor i, merely , dc|cg„t<| [ be more *o»or««e-ntore gmterl-
power. not from the Warden, hot from the in- j mora /"*»«<■»■ I b“> aa « ba"« * “tong pre • 
habitants of hia own township to whom alone he | dabc‘uaa *° ca^ thing, by their proper name..

Hia Excellency is a n\an of the present age—
that he belongs to the moving party, and that

inercial depression by which the present i ward and carried by the present Government. But 
year has been unfavourably characterized. | it expresses as much as enables us to see that 

I have not failed to impress on Her Maj^s-1 "" “
! ty’s Mi mutera the urgent necessity which
exist, for tho removal of such premiona < h„ wir t0 llk, „„me in ,he
from the Imperial statute-book as nmy tenu , 
to restrict the commerce of tho Province, 
by checking the recourse of foreign shipping 
to its ports in search of freight; and I have

is responsible. And the man who would be
tray tha’ trust—who would tamper with or 
sacraficc • • interests of our children by making 
merchandise of their educational priviliges, for 
mere party purposes, is no longer worthy of the 
confidence of his constituents—is, in fact, no 
longer entitled to the consideration of a friend to 
his country.

* WHAT NEXT?

much satisfaction in stating that my repre 
sentations on this head have been cordially 
responded to by the Queen’s Government.

Among the measures which seem to 
merit the attention of the Provincial Parlia
ment at the present time as being calculated 
to raise the credit of the Province to ex
tended trade, and to contribute to the de- 
velopemcnt of its resources, I recommend 
to your consideration the following as 
es)>ccially important: —

The provision of sfbh fupds as may be 
rcquiied fur the completioiyfof the St. Law
rence Canals at the earliest period. These

grrssivc prosperity of Canada. Of the nume
rous measure* alluded to, in the speech, the in
crease of the Representation is certainly the 
most important, and, when carried, may be 
viewed as a bulwark «gainst the future encroach
ments of Toryism. The changes anticipated in 
the I‘oet Office Department ire much Required, 
and will be of incalculable service to the public, 
both as regards a cheap medium of correspon
dence, and the efficient discharge of the duties 
which the public have a right to expect Irom 
the servants of that Department. The Univer
sity question, we could wish to see settled.on 
something like principles of common equity ; 
not because we view it as calculated to confer 
any immediate benefits upon the Province—butgroat works may, it is believod, bo so far i , ' . , , * , ,

perfected at a small annual expense, as to ' becauee “ has two ,on* eerved the P^poseof • 
permit vessels drawing 9 feet on the outer, j P°H tical sinking fund, a stalking horse—a great 
and 8 feet on the inner voyage to pans from \ sham to the office-huntere of both parties ; and, 
Lake Erie to the ocean, soon after the j therefore, the sooner it ia thrown out of the

we be| leave to call flue a fashionable barbarity 
—a refinement in savageism—a dread cruelty 
concealed in the delusive halo of something 
called “honor!"

The greatest honor of which man can boast, 
i* to have performed hia duties a# an intelligent 
being ; to have done as much- good ie the world 
ae hie abilities and opportunities permitted.— 
And to hear men talk of honor, and of Hiking 
their Uvea in defence of iheir honor, while at the 
same-time either their fashionable extravagance, 

We live in a remarkable age, and among the, or their natural dishonesty, prevents them frorn 
multitude of remarkables, not the least remarks- paying their industrious tradesmen's liiils, hue 
ble, ie the remarkable fact that John Stewart, something so truly disgusting in it, that one can 
Esq., alias Four-eyes, Attorney, Barrister, «See. 1 scarcely refrain from getting aick with the 
&.C., ia actually canvassing for the Office of Dis-1 thought. Will a man being shot or shooting 
trict Superintendent of Common Schools ! !—j hia opponent have any effect in liquidating the 
Well done, John Stewart ! We admire your just accounts which he owes to hia tailor or hia 
courage, and we verily believe that had we a; cobbler? We think not. And we me certain 
vote in the District Council, we would give it t tain that the payment of these accounts would 
to John Stewart, just for the fun of the thing !— i confer a greater degree of honor on him, than
But, let us see. Mr. Stewart, by the by, is an 
old Dominie. He taught the District School 
in Perth for a number of years. He can conju
gate a Latin verb, and parse a sentence in Eng
lish with the best of them, in fact he understands 
a great deal about the paraphernalia of school-- 
teaching, and has, therefore, claims to the office 
very superior to those of some who are presump
tuous enought to offer themselves. It was a

he could derive from shooting five thousand 
hot-headed fools like himself—or by having his 
own body riddled with bullet-holes. But sup
posing a large proportion of the Duels are fuugh1 
by men who are really honorable, in so far ae 
the common relations and obligations of life ana 
concerned ; yet the absurdity of dueling ie only 
aggravated by the superior position of these 
characters. For example, if an honorable man

opening of the navigation. When this ob
ject shall be accomplished, Canada will

way, the sooner ia the splitting point of parties 
likely to assume the appearance of reality. Be-

Provincial Parliament.
OPENING or THE PROVINCIAL 

PARLIAMENT.
From the Canada F’rec Press—Extra.

Thursday, 3 o'clock, V. M.
This day at 3 o'clock. 1». M., Hia Excel- 

Icncy tho Governor General proceeded in 
state to the Legislative Council, in the 
Parliament Buildings. Tho Members of 
tho Legislative Council being assembled, 
Ins Excellency was pleased to command the

lencySffhencd the 2nd Session of tho 3rd 
Parliament of the Province of Canada, with 
t!;o following Speech from tho throne : 
Hbnorahle Gentlemen of the Legislative 

Council, and Gentlemen of the Legisla
tive Assembly : —
1 havo much satisfaction in informing 

you that uninterrupted tranquillity has 
prevailed in the Province during the Re
cess* The pro fa which tho people of 
Canada have furntMftitd during this period 
of general excitement and disquietude, of 
their love of order, and of the attachment 
they boar t * tVdr institutions will tend, I 
irtisf, to e'.uWidh the credit of the Province

marts of a commerce to the growth of 
which it is impossible to assign limits.

The enactment of a law authorising the 
alienation-of works of a purely local charac
ter. which have been executed at the cost 
of the Province; and giving the Government 
such powers as may be necessary for the 
re-organization of the Provincial debt and 
tho creation of an efficient sinking fund.— 
This debt has been contracted, not in the 
prosecution of costly warn, whether of de
fence of aggression, but in tho construction 
of worus of utility; tho more important of 
which can hardly fail, when completed, to 
prove highly remunerative. The existence 
of a large revenue, derived from Custdins, 
places the credit of Canada in a very ad
vantageous position, which will be improv
ed when tho principle of a sinking fund is j 
brought iuto active operation.

The amendment of the existing Emigra- j 
tion Act with a view to tho removal of 
such provisions as tend to prevent emigrants 
who propose to settle ‘ in Canada or tho 
Western Stales of the Union, from pro
ceeding to their destination by the route of 
the S;. Lawrence. The passenger trade 
is an important branch of the trade inwards 
which cannot be discouraged without pre
judice to trade outwards. I shall not fail 
to make every exertion which the interest 
pf the public health will permit, to reduce 
the expenditure of the emigration depart

ures tneee of the future is involved in the judicious 
and equitable adjustment çf this question. But 
perhaps the most cheering feature in the speech, 
is that part of it which alludes to the internal 
improvement of the country, and the profitable 
developement of those vast ressources with 
which nature has blest us. The developement 
of these rescources ie ou» policy involving our 
wealth—our prosperity—our greatness and our 
national happiness.

THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT.

attendance of tho Legislative Assembly, 
and that House being present, His Excel- «ment to the scale of the years preceding

1847. With a passenger tax. considerably 
less onerous than that now levied, tho oc
casional addition of a small grant from the 
public treasury would be sufficient to cover 
it.

1 would now further reccommond for 
your consideration, a portion of tho pub
lic domain, in order that tho revenue de
rived from tho sale thereof may form a 
fund, the interest of which may bo applied 
to the support of Common Schools. It 
may probably be deemed advisable to author
ize the Government to invest the capital 
arising from this soufeo either in stocks of 
the Province, or in those of some of the 
price pal railways, tho construction of which |

Wc are both sorry and surprised to learn that 
great efforts arc being made by certain parties 
to influence a majority of the District Council
lors against the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, for the pur- 

1 pose of superceding him in the,office of Superin
tendent of Common Sçhqol».?. We have no great 
objections to a contest for any political office, 
or in fact for any office where the duties are of 
a mere ordinary description, or in a great mea
sure mechanical, that is an office where writing 
and book-keeping are the only requisite qualifi
cations. We say, we have no great objections 
to a contest; even on political grounds, for such 
nn office. In such cases it is merely a question 
of emolument and political ascendency, and is, 
therefore, a legitimate subject of dispute. But 
we think it is really too bad in any man to eiert 
his influence politically in a cause, where the 
beefinterests of the District may be .endangered, 
pr even sacraficed by his doing so. ln« fact, 
notwithstanding, our experience of the unjustifi-1 
able measures to which men will resort to ad
vance thyir own party interests in politics, we 
cannot divest ourselves of the belief, that many 
of those who are offering themselves for this 
office of District Superintendent, and many of 
their friends who are urging them forward, are 
laboring under the impression that the duties of 
the office consist chiefly in book-keeping, and 
the division of pounds shillings and pence. Nqw 
this is a sad and dangerous delusion. The 
money transactions are only an incumbrance on

most unfortunate affair for the education of. is insulted, or has hie honor impeached by 
Huron that John Bignall happened to be ap-1 worthless individual ; it will be no vindication of 
pointed to the office of District Superintendent ! j hie honor—no removal ofi the impeachment to 
John ate, and drank, and laughed, and loafed j fight a duel. If he has actually sustained injury 
about, and received the salary, and left the duties I from the ruffian, the injury cannot be healed by 
of the office to take care of themselves, and acted , giving the ruffian an oppertunity of blowing out 
the part of a 11 good jolly companion,” and latter-1 his brains. Nay, the very act of putting himself 
ly run away with the wages of rhe poor Teach- * upon a level with hie calumniator renders hia 
ere! John’s success has emboldened some to | innocence more suspicious. Innocence can 
come forward who would otherwise never have | never be vindicated by being shot at. And if a 
dreamed of it ; they reasonably suppose that they man has really been injured, he ie positively 
can eat, (not exactly the same quantity) end ! guilty of a moral outrage, in placing his inno-
drink, and laugh, and loaf, and 
•alary, and be “ jolly companions” just as well 
as John ! and exclusively upon this view of the 
matter are they coming forward, and we will 
see if the people of Huron will really submit 
to be hoaxed again, by having the secontEvolume 
of John Bignall imposed on them by the very 
same parties that favored them with the first.— 
We are persuaded that Mr. Stewart comes for
ward as a sort of substantial burlesque on these 
characters, and for that reason,the man who will 
nominate Mr. Stewart to the office will deserve 
to have his name printed with red ink in large 
legible letters.

WOULD YOU LEND US A FEW MAGIS 
TRATE8Î

NVe wish honestly, from the bottom of 
our heart, that the county of Kent or somd* 
other county, where there is an abundant 
crop of Magistrates, would be so civil and 
obliging as to lend us half a dozen, till 
such limes as the Government gets leisure 
to manufacture our own. We will be 
thankful for haulers of cordicood, or any 
thing they please to lend; for, the material 
muet be wretched bad if we could not pay 

I them back in their own kind, according to 
Tory report.•’Another adjourned meeting 
of Quarter Sessions, had very nearly come 
off on Monday last, but like the great ma
jority of its predecessors, it turned out 
to bo a failure—there was no Quorum— 
The business of the District had to be 
thrown aside as usual, and the Court 
now stands adjourned till the 10th of

•he j cence upon the same level with the guilt of his 
accuser. This argument is not neutralised by 
the fact that the Duelists are both honorable 
men, and have been induced to assume their 
present criminal position in consequence of some 
casual or accidental misunderstanding.

Among the ancient superstitions ef paganism 
there prevailed an opinion, that guilt or inno
cence could be ascertained by certain mystical 
6r ominous testa, invented and perpetuated by 
the priesthood for their own peculiar interests. 
These were called the tests qf destiny, and were 
very numerous—but perhaps the best specimen 
which has come down to'us, ie tho Rooking- 
■tone of the Druids, of which numbers are to be 
found throughout Scotland, and at Stonehenge 
in Wales. They are large stones of nature's 
making, weighing many tons ; they are placed 
low on the eurf^e of the earth, but eo neatly 
ball anted on an invisible pivot, that they will 
move or rock with the slightest touch of the fin
ger. The person charged with crime came for
ward and touched the stone with the forefinger 
of the right hand, if it moved he was innocent— 
if it did not, then he was immediately put to 
death. The movins or not moving a as influ
enced entirely by fad opinion and consequent 
action of the Druid high priest, who by secretly 
keeping in or out a small wedge, held the deci
sions in hie own hand. Now were it pretended 
that the success of a man, in a duel, was a mys
terious or oracular proof of 'hia innocence, then 
there might at least be an apology offered for the 
practice. But as it is generally admitted that a 
pistol bullet will kill the innocent juet as readily 

aa it will kill the guilty, then the result of the 
duel proves nothing of either guilt or innocence.

t ebruary, when it is hoped Wia< the | except the mutual guilt of an unjustifiable reck 
meeting of the pistrict Council will bring j leurra* of the value ot human life


