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Wednesday, Jan. 29.
ORANGE INCORPORATION.

Petitions in favour of the inoorooration 
rf the Orange body were presented by Mr.
Parkhill, Mr. Sinclair. Mr. Miller. Mr. 
Lander, Mr, Carrie, Mr. Monk, Mr. Hay, 
Mr. Barr, Mr. Tcoley, Mr. Bell, Mr. Wilt, 
Mr. Lyoa (Halton), Mr. Springer, Mr. 
Bethune, Mr. Wood, Mr. Morris, Mr. 
Creighton, Mr. Broder, Mr. Code, Mr. 
Courts, Mr. Deacon, Mr. Richardson, Mr. 
Booltèr, Mr. Roeevear, Mr. Merrick, Mr. 
Kean, Mr. Preston, Mr. Williams and Mr. 
Moetyn. The petitions numbered in all 
three hundred and thirty-three.

THE MERCER ESTATE.
Mr. FLESH ER moved for an order of 

the House for copies of all correspondence, 
affidavits or papers filed in the office of the 
Attorney-General from any person or per­
sona respecting the south half of lot num­
ber fourteen, in the tenth concession of the 
Township of Tecumseh (part Of the Meroer 
estate) or from any person or persons 
claiming the right to purchase the said half 
lot.

The motion carried.
THE LAND IMPROVEMENT FUND OF 

1861.
Mr. GIBSON moved for an order of the 

House for a return shewing the amounts 
received in the Crown Lands Department 
en account of the Land Improvement Fund 
•from 1861, when its payment to the muni­
cipalities ceased, up till the 1st of July, 
1867, from which date it has been paid till 
now. .

The motion carried. - 
THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION.

On tlie coders of the day being called,
Mr. SCOTT said :-Mr. Speaker, before 

the orders of the day are proceeded with, 
* 1 desire to direct the; consideration of 

the House again to the.'question of the 
duration of the present Parliament. It 
seems to me that the matter is properly 
to be brought up for. consideration as a 
question of privilege, and there is no. 
doubt---------

Mr. MOW AT—I .would like"* ray bon. 
friend to defer the consideration of this 
question for a dag or two—to a day on 
which we will know he will bring it up.

Mr. SCOTT—To-morrow.
Mr. MOWAT—I would prefer Friday.
lfr. SCOTT—There are those in the 

House who believe the Parliament expires 
on the 2nd of February, and in that view 
of the case, it would be necessary to pro­
ceed as soon as possible, so that the neces­
sary legislation may be introduced.

Mr. MOWAT—Suppose we say Fri­
day ?

Mr. SCOTT—I think to-morrow would 
be better, if my hon. friend will agree 
to it. •

Mr. MOWAT—Then I will do the beat 
I can, and I trill agree to it, if I have time 
to look over the papers.

Mr. SCOTT agreed.
Hr. MOWAT moved the adjournment of 

the House.
The House adjourned at 4.15.

Thursday, Jan. 30.
THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION.

Mr. SCOTT mid, before the orders of the 
day were proceeded with he wished to 
bring up for consideration the question he 
referred to yesterday, as to the duration 
of the present Parliament, which at the 
suggestion of the Attorney-General w 
postponed till to-day. It seemed to him 
(Mr. Scott) that the matter could be pro­
perly brought up as a question ofprivitege, 
oecanse, if the functions of the House ter­
minated on 2nd February, as he contended 
an a former occasion that they did, it 
would be proper to bring the matter np asa 
question of privilege on 3rd February, and 
if the matter could be brought up in that 
way on February 3rd, it could with 
greater propriety be brought up before that 
time as a question of privilege 
in order that before the actual 
termination of the Parliament the 
aooemaiy legislation far prolonging the 
existence of the legislature could be in­

stated in the course of the discussion 
which took place a short time ago, that it 
was really a matter of no importance 
whether the functions of the Legislature 
expired on the 2nd February or not, and 
that it was merely a question of conveni­
ence as to when would be the proper time 
to bring on the general election. Bat, it 
seemed to him that a position of that kind 
was untenable, for in his opinion it wss » 
matter of public importance to know the 
extent to which the Legislature could go 
in passing laws, and to enquire whether 
any act passed after the 2nd February 
should have the force and sanction of an 
Act of Parliament or not. And it seemed 
to him to be a matter of the greatest im­
portance that « true and proper construc­
tion should be put on the various acts of 
Parliament relating to this particular 
question. It was suggested by the Op­
position during the discussion on the Ad­
dress that the writs for the general elec­
tion for 1876 being returnable—with the 
exception of that for Algoma, which was 
returnable in August—on February 2nd, 
1876, the present Parliament would expire 
on February 2, 1879. It was also pointed 
ont that the hon. gentlemen who composed 
the Administration had put a certain in­
terpretation on the law in the year 1874, by 

_>dvising his Honour to issue a proclama­
tion calling Parliament together on Feb­
ruary 2, 1876, recognizing thereby that as 
a Parliament it was complete at that date. 
And if the Parliament could be called for 
that date, there was no manner of doubt 
that the functions of Parliament termin­
ated in four years from that date, or on 
February 2, 1879. That view of the case 
eras so conclusive that it was suggested by 
an hon. gentleman opposite the proclama­
tion was issued in error, and without a 
proper consideration of what the 
law was. He might st first say, however, 
that he thought it would be admitted on 
all hands that the Legislature had, as a 
legislature, the right to alter and change 
its own constitution to an almost un­
limited extent, excepting so far as such 
alteration might interfere with the pre­
rogatives of tiie Lien tenant-Governor. The 
hon. member for Stormont the other 
day admitted this, and argued that 
the Legislature had plenary powers 
given to it in regard to its constitution, 
concerning which under the 92nd section, 
8& I ef the British North America 
Act, there could be no doubt. That 
bring the case it would have been quite 
competent for the Legislature at the session 
of 1874, or prior to the election of 1876, to 
declare that each Parliament should be a 
complete Parliament, irrespective of the 
District of Algoma. In other words, it 
would have been quite competent for the 
Legislature to have passed an act declaring 
that the general election should have been 
held on sue day throughout tfie Province— 
excepting Algoma, the election in which 
distnet should be postponed for the con­
venience of the people of Algoma—and that 
the Parliament elected on that day should 
date its existence from the day of the re­
turn of the writs, irrespective of Algoma. 
If that had beat done there could have been 
no mistake shout the termination of the 
Parliament in four years from Feb. 2, 1876. 
TheJaat of the writs mentioned in the 
B. N. A. Act, from the return of which 
the four years commenced does not mean 
the write directed to all the constituencies 
but simply the write which had constituted 
the Parliament—the words of the Act 
being “ the Parliament shall continue for 
four years from the return of the write 
choosing the same.” If, therefore, tits 
writs returnable on the 2nd of February 
constituted a Parliament, the four years 
would without doubt run from that day ir- 
respeotive of the Algoma "writ He (Mr. 
Scott) contended that the real and true 
construction—and indeed the only construc­
tion—which could be put upon the various 
Acts ef Parliament which had been passed 
jn the Province since Confederation was,

valid by the write returnable _____
2nd, irrespective of the return of the 
Algoma writ Now the question for 
determination was whether it was intended 
that the District of Algoma should remain 
unrepresented for a period of seven months, 
in Parliament « whether the whole Pro­
vince of Ontario should remain unrepre­
sented for precisely the same period of 
time. (Hear, hear.) It seemed to him 
that looking at the matter in that way— 
and it was a fair and candid way of patting 
it—the only oa*elusion to be armed at 
was that the Legislature intehded, father 
than that the whole Province should be 
left unrepresented, that the District of 
Algoma should be unrepresented. (Hear, 
hear.) It would be the duty of thé 
Legislature to take the smaller 
grievance rather than the larger, 
and it seemed to him that there was no 
specifio statement that the entire Province 
should be unrepresented, rather than the 
Diatriot of Algoma merely ; the obvious 
conclusion would be that it was intended 
that as the change was for the convenience 
of Algoma that district alone should remain 
in the meantime unrepresented, and not 
the entire Province. On the contrary, the 
18th section of the Act of 1868 made the 
direct and broad declaration that all the 
elections in every constituency must take 
place on one day, no exception being made 
unfavour of Algoma. Further on in the 
Act, however, mere was a danse creating 
an exception in favour of Algoma, which 
showed unmistakably that the Legislature 
intended the delay in the ceee of that dis­
trict to be a delay for the convenience of 
that district alone and that it was not in­
tended by reason of that dtiay for the 
benefit of that constituency, to delay 
the elections all over the Province. 
The fourth sub-section of section 18, 
of Vic. 32, cap." 21 providbd that 
in the case of a general election being held 
in the summer there should be no dif­
ference in the date.upon which the write 
should be returned. It was only when the 
general election took place in the winter 
season that the returns of the writs for 
Algoma should be extended to within 

■ days of their issue. The Act else 
led that in the event of an election 

_ held in Algoma in the winter season 
there should be no polling place in Fort 
William ; in other words, that Fort Wil­
liam should have no representation or be 
disfranchised.

AN HON. "MEMBER —The people could 
vote somewhere else.

Mr. SCOTT said his recollection of the 
geographical petition of Fort William led 
him to the conclusion that there was no 
polling place, and that the people there 
woulcT be disfranchised. The opinion of 
the Legislature evidently was that it 
would be better for that locality to be dis­
franchised than that the general election 
should be delayed until the summer 
season came round again. That, be 
thought was a fair oonéhaion to be drawn 
from that. (Hear, hear.) The sections of 
the Act of 1874 relating to Algoma, were, 
in hie opinion, simply an enlargement of

Ind, view- 
oould not 

usion that the 
Legislature intended rather that the Dis­
trict of Algoma should be unrepresented, 
if necessary to convene Parliament during 
the winter season, than that the entire 
Province should be unrepresented. And 
applying the ordinary roles for the inter­
pretation of Acts of Parliament to this 
case, he cerné to the conclusion that those 
roles would have to be grossly violated in 
order to beàr mit the views of hon. 
gentlemen opposite. In concluding, he 
pointed ont that it was a strange oir- 
cumstance that while there was a 
proclamation issued in September, 1874, 
convening a new Parliament, the writ 
for the District of Algoma was net 
issued till 25th June, 1876. Why was 
that delay ! The other writs bore date 
December 23, 1874. Probably the hon. 
gentlemen opposite could explain the rea­
son of the debar. (Applause.)

Mr, MOWAT stated that the Govern­
ment had not sought to delay the general 
elections in view of the results of the elec­
tions of 17th September. Regarding 
the constitutional question, he . con­
tended that the Governor-General and 
Lieutenant-Governor had powers to ap­
point different days for the return of writs, 
and jt was evident that Parliament could 
not be complete ant* after the return of 
all the write, and hon. gentlemen opposite 
must admit that the date from which the 
existence of the Parliament must ba cal­
culated, was the date of the return of the 
last writ.

Mr. MEREDITH—We do not admit 
that

Mr. MOWAT ooulcLnot see how any one 
could differ from him on that point. One 
point which bon. gentlemen must admit, 
and that was that if the Parliament ex­
pired four years from the date of the re­
turn of the first batch of writs, the mem­
ber for Algoma would not be a member of 
Parliament for four years as he should be.

Mr. DEACON—If he is a member for 
four years all the other members will be 
members for more than four years. (Hear, 
hear.)

Mr. MOWAT said the hon. gentleman 
was looking at the argument with his blind 
side, for he must know that if the membe? 
for Algoma were not » member of the 
Legislature for four years from the date of 
the return of the writ, Algoma would be 
disfranchised.

Mr. MEREDITH—Do yon mean the 
actual return day, or the return day men­
tioned in the wnt !

Mr. MOWAT—The return day of the 
last writ. The argument of hon. gentle­
men opposite was that the House could 
meet and legislate for Algoma while that 
district had no representative. Every pre­
sumption was against such a view of the 
case. -It was un-British, and it would be 
tyrannical, after giving a constituency a 
member, to take the power of representa­
tion from it. He did not believe the 
House ever contemplated the disfranchise­
ment of Algoma. If, after the next elec­
tion, when the Government came back 
with » larger majority than it now had, it 
called the House while Algema was un­
represented, he wondered what hon. gentle­
men opposite would say? There would be 
a fierce, and, he would venture to 
say, » josh outcry against it ' The 
proclamation! calling the House to­
gether from time to time were mere 
formalities — mere fictions, indeed — 
which had been kept np because no one 
had thought ef stopping them. The call­
ing of Parliament through the writs on a 
day on which Parliament was net complete 
was also a mistake. In support of his 
argument that Parliament amid not be 
complete until all the ooostitoeneiee were 
represented, he quoted from letters he had 
received from-Mr. Todd.

The House adjourned at six o’clock.

Fezday, Jan. 81.
THE MAGISTRACY OF SHELBURNE.

Mr. BARR moved for a return of 
oopiee of all correspondence relating to the 
appointment of the Magistracy in the vil­
lage of Shelburne, in thé County of Dnfferin.

This was agreed to, and the motion 
peered.
THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION.

On the orders of the day 1__
Mr. MEREDITH resumed 

on the question of the deration of ' the 
present Parliament He said the import­
ance of the question ooeld not be over­
rated, for if the contention of the hon. 
member for West Peterboro’ was correct, 
the legislation passed by the House after 
February 2nd would be void. And it 
seemed to him strange that hon. gentleméh 
opposite, who took the position that the 
House could not be complete while a con­
stituency was unrepresented, were willing 
to proceed with the legislation of the 
House notwithstanding that there
was’ tins danger of its being
void. He (Mr. Meredith) would not 
follow the leader ot the Government in the 
remarks he had made in reference to the 
partisan view which he had charged had 
been taken of the ease, but be would point 
out that though» the bon. yutleman had 
stated that he was not influenced by the

Mr. :
been denied—that hon. gentlemen in the 
Executive Council considered whether hon. 
gentlemen should link their fortunes with 
the late Dominion Government ; and 
it had not been denied that a 
minority of the Council were in 
favour of so doing. It seemed to him 
that the sheet anchor of the Premier’s 
position was that the words of the Statute 
must be given a literal construction, 
and if the hoe. gentlemen were 
compelled to recede from that position, he 
most give np the whole foundation on 
which his argument rested. The language 
of that statute was that Parliament could 
exist four years from the return ot the 
writs choosing the same, and no longer. 
According to the Attorney-General's literal 
construction argument, the proposition 
would have to be established that the dura­
tion of Parliament would depend entirely 
upon whether the returning officer charged 
with the duty of executing the write, had 
performed his duty in aooordsnoe with the 
terms of the write. He fancied no one 
would contend for this consequence, and 

, the literal construction argument would 
have, therefore, to be abandoned, and the 
question would be as to what construction 
was to be put upon the act. A reference 
to thé .past history of Great Britain 
threw • some light npoh this point.
In England, the Septennial Act provided 
that Parliament should exist for seven 
years from the date fixed by the writ of 
summons for the assembling of the House, 
and when they found the English Parlia­
ment deciding with a similar question in 
regard to this Province, it might ba rea­
sonably expected that they would have re­
gard to their own legislation, and he would 
endeavour to show that the day fixed by 
the writ of summons for assembling, and 
tiie return day ot the writs were synony­
mous terms. No one would deny that it 
was the prerogative of the Grown to call 
Parliament at whatever time it thought 
necessary. The first proceeding taken in 
calling a new Parliament was tiie issue of 
proclamations dissolving the old House, 
and summoning the new Hone» to meet on 
a particular day. Upon this au­
thority the writs were issued, and the 
returning officers were directed to hold the 
elections, and to make their returns to the 
Chancellor, at the time and place fixed by 
the proclamation far the ■■«milling of Fer­
ment. Coming down to later days, it would 
be found that essentially the writ for the 
summoning of Parliament was the same, 
although «Greeted of a good deal of verbiage.
The course pursued by different ad­
ministrations, Conservative and Reform, 
proved that his contention was correct.
In 1851, the writs for the old Parliament 
of Canada Were made returnable on the 
24th December, except those for Saguenay 
and Gaepe, which were made returnable on 
the 12th February, 1862. Parliament was, 
however, celled on the 24th December,
1861, the day of the return of the body of 
the write. The same thing occurred in 
1864. 1867, 1861, 1863 and 1867. Hon. 
gentlemen stated that they had no desire 
to delay the appeal to the country. Per­
haps they had not, but he ventured to 
believe .that the country would say that 
hon. gentlemen in taking advantage of a 
technicality in order to prolong the exist­
ence of the Parliament Beyond" the time 
set down in the constitution, and^to prevent 
tfee people from exercising their right of 
expressing an opinion on the acts of the 
present Parliament, had acted not so 
much in the interdits of the country as 
in the interests of themselves. (Hear, 
hear.) ______

Mr. BETHUNE, referring to the argu­
ment of the hon. member for West Peter­
boro’, contended that to pan laws after 
the Parliament had expired would be not 
to interfere with the prerogative of the 
Crown, bat the popular prerogative. He, 
also, held that every constituency, must be 
represented before the House could be 
complete. Indeed, Magna Charte seemed 
to comtemplate this, and all Acts on the 
subject passed subsequent to the signing 
of Magna Charte, ran in that direction, 
the sheriffs being directed to return all the 
writs before Parliament should meet

Mr. DEACON asked if the hon. gentle­
man had found that the write in England 
were returnable at different dates !

Mr. BETHUNE replied in the negative.
The circumstance there were different to 
the circumstances here, but in Scotland 
such used to be the csee.

Mr. DEACON said if Parliament could 
not be complete for seven months in the 
year, and not till Algoma was represented, 
it was a dear case of the tail wagging the 
head.

Mr. BETHUNE held that the House 
could not go on without Algoma 
being represented, unless an express 
Act of Parliament to 'the contrary 
was passed. Unie* every constituency 
was represented there was no Parliament, 
and it would be an absurdity to call te­

ther a body which had no existence.
Mr. MORRIS said af|sr the exhaustive 

discussion which had taken place it was 
not hie intention to occupy a very great 
deal of time in drawing toe attention of 
the House to one aspect of the case, which 
had not yet been dwelt upon at any length.
Before doing so he could not help referring 
to the remarks with which the Attorney- 
General opened his speech. He intimated 
to the House that when he commenced 
the consideration of the question
of the duration of the Parlia­
ment, he had no thought that
the result of the late Dominion elections 
would be what it was. He (Mr. Morris) 
could well believe that the hon. gentleman, 
like many others of his party, was, pre­
vious to September last, living in what 
turned out to be, a fool’s paradise. 
(Laughter and applause.) And while tiie 
hon. gentleman now endeavoured to lessen 
the doubt as to the date at which the Leg­
islature should expire, it was evident that 
prior to that time his difficulties were not 
small or he would not, have had to refer to 
an expert in order to determine as te what 
were his duties as Prime Minister, on the 
subject. Hon. gentlemen on tiie Minis­
terial benches bad taunted the Opposition 
with importing into the discussions of the 
House Dominion polities. After what took 
place yesterday, and after the references over 
the Premier had himself laade to Dominion 
matters, it was evidsnt that he was not 
setting his opponents a iQry good example 
on that point. (Hear, hear.) The ques­
tion of the duration of the House was, he 
pointed out one of great importance ; and, 
while the Opposition had striven to enforce 
upon the Government the letter of the law 
which proved that the duration of the 
House should be for four years, the effect 
of the argument of the hon. member for 
Stormont was that tiie Government oould 
add six months to the life of tiie Parlia-

TOBONTO, FRIDAY 1879.

ieed in the proclamation of the 
and the write then issued.

IR—Would it have been oom- 
to do basin*» !
___  _ __ fly it w#itkL

„Mr. FRASER—And woild it have been 
competent for it to proceed to business 
without, complete representation !

Mr. MORRIS—said the Parliament 
having been summoned by the Lieutenant- 
Governor for a certain day it would cer­
tainly have been competent for its mem­
bers, who had been elected to meet end 
transact business. But if it would not be 
competent for them to do so why did the 
hon. gentleman advise his Honour to sum­
mon the Legislature if it was not com­
plete ? (Hear, hear.) Perhaps the hon. 
gentleman would say that that was another 
blunder. If so the Province had s Govern­
ment, which according to its own showing 
was capable of falling into the gravest 
blunders, the gravest mistakes. (Applause. )

This closed the discussion.
Mr. MOWAT moved the adjournment of 

the House.
The House adjourned st six o’clock.

(Continued on fyik Page.}

CON ELECTION TRIALS.
Interesting Evidence In the 

Niagara Case. ;

Our Asylums, «Prisons and Pub­
lic Charities.

The Provincial Secretary laid on the 
table of the Legislative Assembly Tues­
day the eleventh annual report of the In 
specter or Asylums^ Prisons, and Public 
Charities for Ontario. These institutions 
number 101, and the Government ex­
penditures incurred in their maintenance 
aggregated <620,000. The. works con­
nected with the new buildings at the 
London and Hamilton Asylnmns have 
been pushed forward with vigour during 
the past year by the Publie Works De­
partment. The cottages in London 
were completed and occupied in the early 
part of the year, and the building de­
signed for refractory patients is now 
nearly ready for habitation. The rear 
extension of the Hamilton Asylum is in 
use. These buildings will provide 600 
of the 1,000 additions! beds, which the 
asylum extension scheme is designed to 
furnish, and will increase tiie re­
ceiving capacity of the asylums of 
the Province to about 2,600 patients. 
The number of persons of unsound mind 
under public accommodation is 2,214, 
being an increase of 162 on the preceding 
year. The Inspector recommends that 
the additions to the Orillia asylum 
should be proceeded with at oqoe, as 
there are a considerable number of idiots 
confined in the county gaols. The ad­
ditions to the institutions for the educa­
tion of the deaf and dumb, and the 
blind, were fully completed mid occu­
pied during the year, through which 
the receiving capacity of the former has 
been increased from 200 to 260 pupils, 
and of the latter from 140 to 180 pupils. 
When the industrial prison for females 
has been completed, Ontario will then 
be provided with six distinct and 
separate classes of prisons, viz. :— 
The common or county gaols for the 
custody of misdemeanants sentenced 
for short periods, and of civil prisoners, 
as well as for the detention of persons 
waiting trial ; the Central Priatyi for, 
the custody of prisoners selected from 
the county gaols and who have been 
convicted of more serious offences, as 
well as of those sentenced thereto by 
thq judiciary of the Province ; the re­
formatory for females, now being erect­
ed, for women of the same class ; a re­
formatory for girls under sixteen years 
of age, under the same executive 
management as the reformatory for 
females, but entirely isolated from the 
depàitment for adulte ; the. Provincial 
Reformatory in Penetanguishene, for 
young lads, and the Dominion 
penitentiary in Kingston for 
male and female coiivicts. 12,030 
prisoners were committed to the 

gaols of the Province during 
thaAist yqar. Thin»umber is » decrease 
on the preceding year, and is the first 
time such an event has occurred. While 
this favourable aggregate is matter for 

satisfaction, especially in View of the 
Siard times, it is matter of regret that 
although the commitments of males 
have decreased from 11,606 to 10,017, 
the number of females committed has 
increased from 1,886 to 2,013. An im­
provement is reported in the manage­
ment of the common gaols,and the Inspec­
tor ventures to express the opinion that 
the Central Prison continue* to fulfil its 
design as an industrial reformatory in a 
satisfactory manner. No less than 
25,075 persons, including prisoners of all 
classes, physical and mental defectives, 
indigent persons, orphans and public 
dependents generally, passed through, 
and, for a greater or less portion of the 
year, were maintained at the public 
coet in the various institutions during 
"the last official year. In addition to the 
indigent persons who were , admitted 
into the refugee aided by Government, 
and-those maintained in the municipal 
poor houses, aggregating about 1,600, a 
very considerable number of indigent 
persons were the recipients of outside 
relief from municipalities. In cities and 
towns these persons are casually relieved 
through the operations of the houses 
aided by Government, but in the rural 
districts, where there are no refugée, a

Mr. MOWAT—We say that life does 
not commence until the return day of the 
last writ,

Mr. MORRIS—It is convenient for the 
hon. gentleman to assume that he was born 
six months later than he was. (Laughter.) 
It was plain that it was not the intention 
of the Legislature, by the Acts it passed 
for the convenience of a remote constitu­
ency, to make the Parliament six months 
longer than was provided in the Imperial 
Act. (Hear, hear.) • And it was quite 
clear that neither the Government #f tiie 
late John Sandfield Macdonald nor the pre­
sent Government had any ides that its 
legislation regarding Algoma would have 
the effect which it was now contended it 
bore. The proof of this was to be found in 
the proclamations issued in connection with 
the writs calling the House, and in the 
writs themselves, which convened it, irre­
spective of the non-iene of the writ 
for Algoma, for February 2, 1876.
These proclamations he was surpris­
ed to hear tiie Premier characterizing as 
" mere fictions.” They ‘were not mere 
formalities, and the course of the Govern­
ment in postponing the session of the House 
from time to time showed that it was re- ■ 
cognized that the House most have met on 
February 2nd, unie* ordered otherwise by 
proclamation. May said that when Par­
liament had been dlmolved and summoned 
for a certain day, it meets on that day for 
the dispatch of bn tine*, unless previously

weekly or monthly allowance is made by 
Municipal Councils. The outside indi­
gents relieved by the refuges in cities 
and towns during the past year number­
ed 7,699. It is estimated that the 
municipalities relieved about 16,000 
persons, which, added to the 
number admitted to public insti­
tutions, gives an raregate of 

40,000 relieved. The total 
cost of maintaining Provincial institu­
tions was as follows : Asylums, $270,- 
162 ; deaf, dumb and blind institutions, 
$62,716; prisons and reformatories, 
$211,366. The total aid given to chari­
ties was $70,673. The asylums furnish­
ed a revenue of $36,713 ; institutions 
for deaf, dumb and blind, $782, and the 
Provincial reformatory, 83,196. No 
revenue is entered as obtsidk from the 
Central Prison, but a note" it appended 
to the report that the amount cannot be 
determined until the end of the yem. Such 
a statement, when prepared, will show the 
wretched management of the Govern­
ment in letting out the labour of tot. 
criminals confined in that institution.

An old physician, retired from practice, 
having had placed in his hands, by an East 
India missionary, the formula of a simple 
vegetable remedy, for the speedy end per­
manent cure far consumption, bronchitis, 
catarrh, asthma, and all throat and lung 
affections, also a positive and radical cure 
for nervous debility and all uerious com­
plaints, after having tested its wonderful 
curative powers in.thousands of cases, has 
felt it his duty to make it known to his 
Suffering fellows. Actuated by this motive, 
and a desire to relieve human suffering, I 
will seed, free of charge, to all who desire 
it, thia-rooeipe, with full directions for pre- 
—" -and using, in German, French, or 

Sent by mail by addressing with 
uning this paper, W. W. Hherar, 

149 Power’s Kook, Rochester, N.Y.
OOeow

. g "
telegraphed ahead for a horse and cutter to 
meet him at the station. When he arrived 
to hie wonderment he found a hearse wait­
ing for him. The livery stable proprietors 

i and had read “ horse”are also undertakers 
in the telegram as

reed “ horse" 
hearse.”

MR. PATRICK HUCHES DISQUALIFIED.

Judgment Reserved in the Bast 
Elgin and North Onta­

rio Cases.

NIAGARA.
Niagara, Jan. 29.—The Court opened at 

ton o’clock, the old court house being 
crowded and a great many ladies being 
present, for whom Mr." Sheriff Woodruff 
had kindly reserved a certain number of

Alfred Patrick, Clerk of the House of 
Commons, produced the report of Chief 
Justice Hagarty, on the 1874 election.

Pbtbr McCormack, sworn, said—I drove 
Mr. Sheridan up to Queenstown on the 16th 
September. I know that was his name 
from hearing him so-called. On the way 
he said it was a lonesome road, and he took 
a roll of hills, pebhape $500, out of his pocket 
and put them in his stocking. He said he 
would have to leave it at Queenstown.

George Flatter.—Saw three strangers 
in Queenstown and had a.oonvenation with 
one of them in which the stranger said he

I Understood was William John 
Sheridan, an attorney in Rochester. An­
other was called Cleat, and the third was 
John Dempsey. Both the latter live in 
Rochester—at least that is what I believe 
from enquiries I made there. I went over 
to find them, and was told that they are 
all away from home now.

William Palmer, hotel-keeper, Queens- 
ten, and his son, James Palmer, were 
called, bat didn’t seem to remember much 
of the strangers who stopped at their house 
in Queenstqn.

AnnaDsvob overheard old Mr. Palmer, 
yesterday, ray to a companion, “ Don’t 
you squeal on me,” and after his companion 
answered, he went on to say, “ The devil, 
I am afraid my son wilt”

Frank Eoclbs—I drove a stranger, a 
supporter of Mr. Hughes, out to Viigil on 
election day. I understood his name was 
Sheridan. I went fora Catholic to nae his 
influence with some Catholics there, and 
Sheridan was the one sent with me. I 
took an active interest in the election 
on behalf of Mr. Hugh*. I had 
seen Sheridan in the Reform rooms that 
morning. I also saw him afterwards 
in 81 Catharines.

Peter Sboord—I raw two strangers 
drive up to Virait, one of them a stout, 
light-oomplexioned man, and I told Brock 
Cushman “there’s money afloat there, 
watch them,” I did watch them, and raw 
eue of them take Cockle aside and hand 
him some money, which Cookie put in his 
pocket with his watch. I went to 81 
David’s and saw Cudney and Goring, and 
Cudney told me a brother or brother-in-law 
of Mr. Hughes had given him $40 for his 
vote and to bay Corns, bn the said that didn’t 
matter, as Coras would vote for Plumb, 
and that he (Cudney) had got the $40 and 
still voted for Plumb. Cudney is now in 
Petrolia. Witness identified Mr. Cookie 
in Court.

Brook Cushman—I saw the two gentle­
men drive up. I recognize Mr. Becks ae 
one. Cockle voted. All three of them then 
entered the tavern. I tried to watch them 
from outside, and sent Seoord in to do the 
same. Cookie and the eandy-oomplexicmed 
man came out, and I saw a watch out be­
tween them. Cockle was, I think, the 
last man that voted.

Jamss Clement—I saw the two men 
drive up in the buggy. Mr. Socles was 
one, and I didn’t know the other. I saw 
the stranger and Cockle talking together 
near the fence. There were forty or fifty 
people standing around. I saw no money 
pass. This was before Cockle voted. I 
don jt remember seeing them together after

Rebsoca Hostrttxr — My husband’s
jtt*nHfci» John, sued my Bond’ n*m<* are John 
P. C., Herman, aad Jacob. John P. 0., 
Jacob, and my husband are voters. I was 
canvassed for their votes. Mr. Hughes, 
Alex. Servos, George Cairns, and Mr. Car­
rie came. Jacob and my husband 
were at home with me. Mr. 
Hughes, Servos, and Cairns asked 
me who they were going to vote for. 
I didn’t say I had nothing to do with it. 
Mr. Hughes said he was very wealthy. 
Cairns followed me into the dining-room 
and told me that if they would come and 
vote for Mr. Hughes he would pay them 
after the elections. Nothing further passed 
that day. George Cairns came again be­
fore the election and wanted them to vote 
for Mr. Hughes. A day or two after the 
election my husband and I passed Cairns 
on the road from Niflgara ana I asked him 
for the money in a joke, and he said they 
had voted the other way and he would not 
grée it. When he made the promise I 
wanted $300, and he said “ It was too 
steep.” Then we got down to $200 but 
did not settle for it at that. I expected 
that some of Mr. Hughes’ money would be 
paid to them if they voted for him.

Cross-examined—I asked for $300 be­
cause they said Mr. Hughes was so wealthy. 
I expected that they would be paid the 
$200 when we stopped the conversation at 
that I joked about the $300 bat I was in' 
earnest about the $200.

The case was held.
Henry Morgan, farmer, said—George 

Cairns came and asked me whom I was 
going to vote for, and said, “ If you will 
vote for Hughes, oan’t we do something 
for yonî” I said, “If I have time I wifi 
vote, but if not, I won’t” He then said, 
“ If yon stay at home, oan’t we do some­
thing for you !”

It was held that the case was not proved.
Charles W. Thompson—Pat Hannigan 

told me on election day, at about four 
o’clock, that he would give me $100 if I 
would vote for Mr. Hughes. I never told 
Hannigan it was a joke.

Jas.TJ. Thompson—I am brother of the 
last witness. I was in the boggy and 
heard the offer made by Hannigan, just as 
my brother tells it

Cjhas. Thompson, recalled—Harrigan got 
up on the wheel and did not speak very 
loud. I don’t think any one oould have 
heard it hut my brother.

It was held that the offer was made but 
was not seriously intended.

Edwaro Maokih —lived in Niagara 
fourteen years. Voted st last election. I 
was canvassed by Mr. Hugh* nearly every 
day for a week or two. On one occasion 
he told me he would remain in Niagara 
until he was elected. I said if that was 
so he would remain a d— long time. A

over.I aaiflrarouldn’t sell myself. He 
said no tiie would know how I should vote 
b°t ™yrajt and my God. I said I would 

A day or two after that 
I told him I wouldn’t vote for any sup­
porter of GtprgeBrown. He said, “Damn 
the Govemnent, support the man,” and 
he repeated lis offer of a present.

Bobt. CuRiis, called by Mr. Hodgins— 
I called on Malkin with Mr. Hugh*, and 
he showed MacVin a letter, and alter Mao- 
kin refused to vtte for him, he said, “ I 
am done frith y oh,” and left I heard the 
whole conversation, and Mr. Hugh* 
him no offer.

James B Secorl-I know Edward 
Maoism. He voluntarily told me two 
weeks ago that he had hot been promised 
anything to induce “ 

Cross-examined—
Sitting Bail1

who was present, 
wiU be a good many 
side who will skit. ” 
been enpœnaed, but 
fend anything.
Hugh*’ Committee 
for my servie* there.

James C. Finn—I Allowed

talking of 
Pattenon, 

» there 
Hughes’ 

, he had 
been of- 

: In Mr. 
rotin and received $20

• stranger

with Patterson sad saw him at Thornton's. 
He was » light oompkxtened man. Heard 
him make a bet with Bishop of $10 tint 
Hugh* would be elected. He said, “Finn, 
Plumb is beaten if this staff oounte,” and 
•bowed me e roll of bills, I believe his 
name is Buckley—at least so he told me. 
He had been introduced tome ae Mitchell, 
but during the evening he told me his 
name was Buckley.

The Court adjourned until to-morrow.
Niagara, Ont, Jan. 30.—The Court 

opened at 10 a.m., ÿie ladies’ seats being

His Lordship gave judgment in Chari* 
Button's ease, holding that bribery had 
been proved, bat no agency yet established. 
In this ease an order wss issued by direc­
tion of the Court for the attendance of a 
witness named Albert Stevens, but the 
Sheriff reports that he was not to be found, 
and was said to have gone to Lockport.

The Cookie case was argued, and a simi­
lar judgment given.

In the Wood case, judgment was given 
at the time it was heard, holding that bri­
bery had been proved but no agency yet 
established.

Philip Lusoombz callpd,—I saw Mackin, 
who told me that neither Mr. Hugh* nor 
Mr. Plumb dare bribe him, and that he had 
settled Mr. Hugh* the first time he saw 
him.

George Cairns said Mackin had told 
him that Mr. Hugh* had done nothing to 
hurt the election.

James L. Chaise,—Was present when 
Mr. Hugh* was at Mackin's shop on the 
Friday or Saturday before the election 
during the whole interview, but did not 
hear Mr. Hugh* make any offer to 
Mackin.

Edward Mackin—I never spoke " to 
Luecoznbe on the subject of the election 
matter that I know of. I remember Craiae 
being at my shop on one occasion, but he 
was not there when Mr. Hugh* produced 
■ letter to me.

Obadiah Creed—Saw Mr. Hugh* at 
Mackin’s, putting a letter in his pocket. 
No one else was there.

Wm. Abbott—Mr. Hugh* spoke to me 
on the Monday week before the election, 
and asked me for my support, and told me 
he was a rood Catholic. My wife is a 
Catholic. I told him I would have nothing 1 

to do with him. He left then and came 
back about five o’clock in the afternoon 
and asked me again, and I turned my back. 
He went off. He afterwards met me on 
the street, and I left him and went home. 
On another day he went to my house and 
I found him there when I went home. 
I told him he oould not turn me, 
sud I said that I would vote 
against him and went off and left him. On 
tne dap of the storm he came again. I 
told him he bad been sporting money 
around, and I had been watching mm, and 
atkad him "why he didn’t give me some. He 
said he would make me a handsome present 
after the election, and he also wanted me 
to go away. I told him he might give it to 
me then and I would go, but I didn’t say 
for how long. He knows it well. He 
promised me on three or four occasions, but 
I never got the present.

Crow -examined. —No one 'el* was pres­
ent at the last three or four conversations, 
and I never told any one about them.

Stephen H. Follett, called by Mr. 
Hodgins—I believe Mr. Abbott is consider­
ed ae not very intelligent, but I do not 
know that he is looked upon as a weak

an.
John Wars (coloured)—I was asked for 

my vote by Mr. Hugh* about a week be­
fore the election. Mr. Robert Carrie came 
with him. Mr. Hugh* came into the 

w mill where I was and sat 
a log along" side of me. He then 

walked outside and waited for me 
and asked me to support him. I told 
him the only way he could get my vote was 
to give me money, and lots of it He said 
I can’t give you ten cento, and I said I 
wouldn’t give him my vote unless he did. 
He then said, “ If you vote foV me, and 
pome to me after the election, I will make 
it all right.” I said I didn’t do business 
that way, and that he might laugh at me 
after the election.

John C. Hostetter—I was canvassed 
by Mr. Hugh* for my vote about the 29th 
August. Mr. Neil Black was with Mr. 
Hughes. I was at Warner’s threshing. 
Black introduced me, and Mr. Hugh*

around. I said I hadn’t time to vote. He 
said he would hire a man in my place and 
pay me for my time if I would go. I said 
that wouldn’t do, and he went off talking 
to others. In half an. hour he camé back 
with Black. Black stepped off a little 
way, and Mr. Hugh* pressed me to vote 
for him, and I told him I hadn’t time, 
for if I went to vote the machine 
would stop, and I couldn’t go. He 
told me then that he couldn’t pay me any 
money before the election, but if I voted 
for him he would do something afterwards.
I told him again I hadn’t time, and he took 
me by the hand and held on to $ until I 
told him I would vote for him. I told him 
that to get him to leave me.

Herman Hostetter—I was present when 
Hugh* and Mr; Black wore at Warner’s 
threshing. I wss close by. Mr. Hugh* 
wanted my brother to vote for him, ana he 
said he hadn’t time. Mr. Hugh* offered 
to hire a man for him.) I also spoke up, as 
I didn’t want my brother to leave the 
machine, and Mr. Hugh* then said he 
would pay him for his time. Black was 
not near us, he was off talking to some 
others.

Both these last witness* were carefully 
cross-examined, but did not materially 
vary their evidence.

Neil Black, called by Mr. Hodgins—I 
introduced Mr. Hugh* to Hostetter. He 
asked him to come out on election day and 
give him a vote. Hostetter said he might be 
busy, but that . he had always voted the 
Reform ticket. Mr. Hugh* then shook 
hands with him and we left I wasn’t two 
feet off while he was talking to Hostetter. 
Mr. Hugh* didn’t say a word to him about 
hiring a man, nor did he say that he would 
pay him for his time or make it all right 
after the election.

Crow-examined—The eutittance of my 
evidence is that nearly everything that thé 
Hostetters have sworn to is untrue. I 
was active in Mr. Hugh*’ behalf. I did not 
mistake one Hostetter for his brother, and 
say, “ Jake, you had bettor vote for Mr. 
Hughes, as he has got the money.”

Herman Hostetter, Sr., called by Mr. 
Robinson—I was at Warner’s. I saw Mr. 
Hugh* there. I saw him talking with my 
son. I was attending the maohme in my 
son’s absence, and wanted him, and when I 
went to get him I saw him talking with 
Hughes. Mr. Black was about two rods 
off, and Mr. Warner was in the mow.

Cross-examined—I was as close as Mr. 
Black, and I couldn’t hear what they «aid, 
as the machine was running.

John C. Hostetter re-called—I never 
told Black that I always voted the Reform 
ticket Warner told me to take all the 
money I could get, for he was going to do 
the same.

Herman Hostetter re-called—Stock 
took me for my brother Jaoob, and said, 
“Jake, this is the man who has got the 
money. You fellows had better vote for 
him. I swear that it is untrue that Black 
was present all the time.

Geo. Westley (coloured)—Mr. Hugh* 
came to me three or four timoe. He asked 
me to vote for him and I refused at first, 
but he wouldn’t take no for an answer. He 
oame on the Saturday before the election 
and aa he was going away he said “I 
durstn’t talk money now but I will we you 
after the election.” He also said he would 
depend an me. I didn’t ask him for any 
money.

The Odurt then adjourned.
Niagara, Ont., Jan. 31.—The Court re­

sumed at ten o’clock this morning. The 
first witnew called was

Sarah Waters, who testified Mr. 
Hugh* oame into my house atone about 
two days before the election and told me it 
would be of great advantage to him if I 
would,use my influence with my husband 
and my son, and that after the election he 
would make me a handsome present. We 
were alone. My daughter was in the din­
ing room. I told the others in the house 
aboutit, I did not promise him anything.

polled 
» for 

the election, 
o’clock 

with

Thos. Warfield (< 
the first vote. Mr. Hr 
my vote about a week 
He oame to my houae 
in the forenoon. Mr. Westley - 
me. Mr. Follett came with Mr: Hugh*.! 
He said, “ I want yon to support me.” T 
said, “I can’t do it.” He said he oould 
help the town and help the poor, and that 
bis wealth wee mat. He said I oould 
vote for him ana no one would" know it. 
He saw me three tim* altogether. The 
last time he came with a coloured gentle­
man, a stranger to me, and I said I 
wouldn’t vote for him, and he said if I 
would he would make me able to ride in a 
carriage the same ae Mr. Plumb and Mr 
Dickson.

Case not proved.
Peter Friesman—I was asked for my 

vote before the election. Mr. Wm. Cud­
ney oame to my house on the Sabbath be­
fore the election and told me he was not

time Warner and a stranger with a red 
beard did come. The stranger said, “If 
you will go with us for Mr. Hugh* you 
just name it and I will give 
it*, I have got it here on the 
spot and will pay you.” I said I would 
go to St. David’s on election day, and they 
went away. Mr. Neil Black saw* me at 
St, David’s, and told me all I had to do 
was to name it and I would get it. Mr. 
Graham was with me. I saw Mr. Hugh* 
the day of the election with Mr. Fred 
Stephens at the poll. Stephens asked me 
what I would take to go with them, and I 
said I wouldn’t take lew than $30. 
Stephens said I should have it Mr. 
Hugh* had hold of my hand, and said he 
would see it all right with me.

Frederick Stephens, called by Mr. 
Hodgins -1, with Mr. Hughes, saw Friee- 
tnas in his waggon at the poll. Mr. Hugh* 
said it was no use talking to him. Mr. 
Hugh* told him he weald pay him 
nothing, nor would he allow any one to 
pay him anything. I heard his (Fries- 
mao’s) evidence as to meeting us, and it is 
not tree as he states it.

Frederick B. Stephens—I was present 
at the whole conversation. Mr. Hugh* 
said, “There is no use talking to Friesman.” 
No such conversation as to money or an 
offer took place as Friesman mentions.

Patrick Hughes called by Mr. Hodgins, 
in answer to the personal chargee :—f be­
came candidate for Niagara about the end 
of August. I said publicly at the time of 
my accepting the nomination of the Reform 
convention that I would not spend » 
single sixpence to secure my election. I 
insisted on this being carried ont by my 
friends all I oould. I had only about six­
teen active days in the constituency. I 
never went to the township without some 
one with me. I had Henry Woodruff and 
Neil Black in St, David», the two Mr. 
Browns and Robert Carrie in Queenstown, 
and Mr. Currie, Mr. Cairns and two others 
in VirgiL Mr. Plumb said to me that he 
would shadow me all through the canvass. 
As a matter of conscience I have done 
nothing to be in any way an accessory to 
corrupt practicw.

. ... .

ENGLISH

ton
Niagara, Feb. 1.- 
m o’clock.

-The Court opened at

Mr. Hodgins reviewed the evidence and 
argued the cas* of personal bribery in a 
very able speech of nearly two hours’ dura­
tion.

Mr. Robinson replied with a very telling 
resume of tiie evidence and the points 
raised thereon from his Side of the case.

His Lordship, in delivering judgment, 
reviewed briefly the evidence that had 
been given, and expressed his pleasure that 
none of the personal charges had been 
proven except m the Hostetler case, and 
on that he decided against the respondent, 
Mr. Hugh*, thus disqualifying him.

The Court was then formally adjourned 
until Tuesday, the 11th March, at ten 
o’clock. As the case now stands Mr. 
Plomb is in a majority of two. On the re­
assembling ot the Court in March Mr. Hod- 
gins will attack Mr. Plumb’s case.

• EAST ELGIN.
St. Thomas, Jan. 30.—The Court opened 

at 9.30.
Counsel for the petitioner then addressed 

the Court on the three charges argued 
yeetorday^trf the respondent’s counsel,

His Lordship gave judgment, dismissing 
the Walker and Marlatt charges, and re­
serving judgment in the Day cases, in 
order to see the judgment in the Ltflamme 
case recently derided in the Supreme 
Court as to the construction to be put upon 
the 94th section of the Election Act of 
1874. His Lordship also said he had very 
grave doubts whether the enormous treat­
ing indulged in by Day was illegal under 
the circumstances.

The last charges having been disposed of, 
the Court adjourned tfll Friday, the 6th of 
February next, at two o’clock, when judg­
ment will be given in the Day case.

NORTH ONTARIO.
Trial of the petition against the return 

of Mr. George Wheeler for North Ontario 
commenced at Whitby on 36th inst. before 
Mr. Justice Armour. The case lasted 
three days, and the judge finally reserved 
his decision until 12th inst. on a charge of 
personal corruption, in which evidence was 
given to the effect that an illegal, bargain 
vu made between P. A. Hurd, a promi­
nent man in the riding, and the respondent, 
whereby the latter was to receive Hurd’s 
support for a quid fro quo.

SINGULAR BODY-SNATCHING.
A Body Taken fro* Its Brave la Bread 

Darltsh t.
(From Ike Guelph Herald, /«a. ts.)

Some seventeen years ago a widow lady 
oame to Gnelph. Her deceased husband 
had been an Orangeman. She was a 
Protestant. She re-married—this time 
with a Roman Catholic. She brought with 
her, to Gnelph, a female infank The child 
grew, and was in the land of tiie living 
until a few days since. The girl died, and 
the remains were interred in St. George’s 
cemetery. During yesterday, in broad 
daylight, tiie remains were disinterred, and 
—it is alleged—re-committed to the silent 
tomb in tne Roman Catholic cemetery. 
And here is where the trouble com* in. 
The stepfather is not held responsible 
by those who take an active interest in the 
matter. Canon Dixon has written to 
Father Hamel, to know why the body of 
one of his (the Canon’s) Sunday school 
children has been removed from the place 
in which it was first buried. Up to tiie 
time of the present writing, the reverend 
father has not replied. It is more than 
probable that he do* not know anything 
about it. But there is somebody to Marne 
It would naturally strike an outrider that 
the disposal of the remains could not 
possibly concern the person who might 
naturally be most suspected of bring in­
terested. But there exist people—and 
very many of them of all vanefa* of re­
ligions—who think very differently. And 
this matter (unie* it turns out to 
be one of those things which can be 
easily and satisfactorily explained) will un­
doubtedly cause considerable trouble in 
our quiet community.

Benjamin Burke, aged 80, of Upper Kee- 
wick, N.B., took arsenic for salts, and 
died.

A Servant-Girl’s Request.—A serves! 
girl in Germany has sent a nrive letter to 
the Kaiser. “ Maj*ty,” she writes, “do 
send a couple of lin* to my Robert. Tell 
him that he must marry me, and that if 
he marri* me he shall have work at the 
reüway station as long as he lives, bet that 
if he do* not many me he shall not be al­
lowed any work. But do, I pray, send 
your most high commands to him at the 
latest by Saturday, so that he may oome 
again to visit me next Sunday.” She goes 
on to say that if the Kaiser will not write 
to “ her Robert” she do* not believe that 
any power on earth can move him, and 
that she will be obliged to-throw herself 
into the Oder,

stilkg Summary ef Ne

DISTRESS AND CHEAP PROVISIONS. 
The Iiverpoel Courier says :—Starve 

in the midst of plenty would appear to 
the present position of a large proper 
of oar industrial population ; that is, if 1 
are to judge from tiie rates at which f 
chief necessaries of life can now be oil 
Mined. For the last three months, inde 
during the whole of the past year, an| 
down to the present time, the whole 
prie* of provisions—speaking of that i 
and indispensable source of the nation 
food, the American supply—have t 
almost unprecedentedly low; and if the i 
anmers have not had the full benefit t 
these cheap rat* it is evident that there i 
something wrong in the intervening sys 
through which the commodities reach _ 
general public. This great and apparent] 
exhaoetless feeder of our people is 
remarkable phenomenon as well 
an all-important factor in out e 
once as a nation. Within the 
quarter of a century the American prov 
trade has grown until now it has bee 
without exception the chief of our imp 
in its bearing on the national life. Unit. 
States cotton was at one time thought to 1 
indispensable to the life of Lancashire i 
dustry, but though #till largely depends 
on that part of the world for the materi 
of our cotton manufacture, other sourc* < 
supply have be* discovered. But for < 
vast and increasing freights of food I 
We are constantly drawing from the Unit 
States and Canada, and whereon our d«L 
subsistence depends, no substitute is any 
where available ; nor could they by 
means er in any degree be dispensed wit 
even were we to tax the utmost capacity < 
■every inch of cultivable land in these I 
doms.

A comparison of prie* for a series 
years will be of seme interest at the 
ont moment. Leaving out g*in, wiiic 
as is well known, was remark-bly low 
price during the whole of last year, and 
imported fresh meat, which has had somq 
considerable influence in reducing the < 
of the home supply, and confining oar-I 
selves to what is termed in Liverpool cotn-f 
merce American provisions, we shall f ' 
that these have been ch*per in the 1 
twelve months than at any time during 1 
past fifteen years. Taking bacon, for in-| 
«tance, the round prie* in 1863, when ti 
American war was still raging, were 31s 1 
33s per cwt. In that year the imp 
amounted to 307,570 box*. In 1875 thd 
imports had fallen to 99,461 boxes, and t 
prices rose to 65s and 66s ; in 1870 about t_ 
eame quantity was imported, and slight] 
higher prie* prevailed. Bnt in 1872 t* 
imports rose to 358,946 boxes, and pr 
came down to 42s and 43s." The next ye 
the price was about the same, and 495,5 
box* were imported. In 1876, wh* t 
imports were 525,456 box*, the prio 
averaged from 45s to 46s ; in 1877 tin 
came down to 39s under a continuation 
the previous year’s suppW ; and last ye 
with a grand total of 673,473 box* " 
ported, prie* fell to the unexampled i 
of 28s and 29s per cwt. ; and farther, 
the quarter from October 1st to Decemb 
31st, wh* the imports far exceeded tho 
of any corresponding quarter during 
last ten years, 23s to 24s per cwt. was 
prevailing price.

Then, with regard to cheese, in 1863 I 
price was 50s. for fine and 42». for on- 
nary ; in 1868 it was 68s. and 50s.; and i 
the end of 1878 it was 48s. for extra & 
38s for medium, and 25s. for ordinary, 
butter, prie* have not fall* so greatlj 
bnt they are now 25s. and 30s. per cv 
below what they were in 1869 ; and in t 
last twelve months medium qualitiw i 
butter have fallen 15s. per cwt. A sin 
declension took place as regards che 
and bacon has gradually fall* 10s. ; 
cwt. from the beginning to the close J 
1878.

Within the last few weeks, in the i 
sen ce of speculation and in the fa* j 
enormous stocks, the prie* of all 1 
class* of provisions have gone still lo 
until now they stand at a rate altoge, 
surprising, and unprecedented in the 1 
tory of the provision trade ; and 1 
for consumera there is not much pr 
of a sudden or serious rise.

CLEOPATRA’» NEEDLE.
It has been decided to place the folios 

inscriptions on the pedestal of Cleopati 
Needle :—On the eastern face, “ This o, 
liak, quarried at Syene, was erected at 1 
(Heliopolis) by the Pharaoh, Thotmea 1 
■boot 1500 B.C. Lateral inscriptions we 
added nearly two centuries later " 
Rames* the Great. Removed during 1 
Greek dynasty to Alexandria, the roy 
city of Cleopatra. It was there erected i 
the eighth year of Augustus Caesar, B.<] 
23-” ^Yestera face, “This obelisk, pr 
trate for centuries on the sands of Ale 
andria, was presented to the English i 
tion A.D. 1819 by Mshornmed Ali Via 
•of Egypt ; a worthy memorial of our 
tinguisned countrymen. Nelson and Ab 
■crumby.” Embankment face, “ This i 
lisk, through the patriotic zeal of Era» 
Wilson, F.R.S., was brought from Alex
dria encased in an iron cylinder ; i__
abandoned in a storm in the Bay of Biscay 
recovered and erected on this spot by Joh 
Dix*, C.E., in the forty-second year < 
the reign of Queen Victoria, 1878.” T<| 
face the river, “ William As ken, Jame 
Gardiner, Joseph Benbow, Michael Bu 
William Donald, William I’attan, peris 
in a bold attempt to succour the crew oQ 
the obelisk ship Cleopatra during the I 
of October 14, 1877.” The names of 
mm who lost their lives in the attempt 
rescue in the Bay of Biscay were inscrib__ 
at the personal sngg*tion of her Majesty!

GADSHILL.
The London correspondent of the Gli 

gow Herald say* he is not able to confii- 
or deny the rumour that Mr. Otway, M.pl 
has become the purchaser of Gadahill, 1 
favourite residence of Chari* Did 
-during his latter years. There is a con- 
rumour, according to which the house i 
grounds were purchased by Lady Bu 
Courts on behalf of the present Cl
Dickens, who is, he believes, her „___
with the stipulation that he should not : 
aide there. In this way Mr. Otway 
possibly have obtained a long lease, i 
the story got about that he was absolut 
owner of the place.
EMIGRATION of AGRICULTURAL LABOÜ

Thi arrangements for the departure of i 
party of locked-out agricultural labou 
tor New Zealand are nearly compte 
The Agent-General for New Zealand! 
engaged a fast steamer, and the party a 
embark during the latter part of the pr 
ent m*th. It is finally settled that M. 
Alfred Simmons, the general secretary « 
the Union, will accompany the party, th 
proposal having be* warmly approval bl 
the executive committee ef the Un" 1 
The official report from the Union ofl 
states that there are still 900 labou 
“ locket-out,” and that large numbers < 
these men have offered to go back to wo; 
but. the farmers keep their farms shn] 
•gainst them, telling the men that t_ 
must have the Union before they will 1 

'bjjkra» * to work, which they refuse to <J 
F“<»rd» have been freely circulated 
Guterbury elsewhere, giving a v

picture of life in New Zealand ; 
FufUnion rely * letters which were l 

i *0ln*tune »g° from labourera w 
JrJMJJtsd from Kent to that colony to l 

i statements, and upon the fi 
> are already some 8,000 Kentii^
_ people there, and, it 

~jlt was hoped that after I 
r Court proceeding* an i 
nut would be arrived at 1 

i withdrawing their veto i _
to the Union, and 1 

e other hand, werkii 
1 wag* ; but a settlement | 
■sa» far off as ever.

bstouging
on the

QUESTION OF RECIPROCITY.
r of signatures have 

a memorial urging the 
i to convene a public i 

l to demand a 
' with the object of'


