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By the REV. GEO. L. STEPHENSON.
_educational life of our young,

ir Dominion of Canada has been

school system of which
speak too highly for its
its day, But the time,
come for another forward step
Consolidated  Schools,
which should engage the
thought of every

cause it is a much improved systenr and girls, what is it worth?

to our.present one,

and is now. rapidly
superceding it. 3

Tn both Canada and the United | times as many get a

|
| obviate = the
steady development. We ows | J4' ition but it does’
'to Egerton Ryerson for the ' the problem
we | from home.
in- | that in the United States only half as
has! many complete the elementary grades
and | under “the ‘graded -rural
to-; under the Consolidated School. Is this
is' one fair to our country boys and girls?
serious If we can get a
Canadian citizen be-| door for two-thirds of Ontario’s hoys

exceptions) - to atten school  till
16 “ years of age, will  help

. difficulty
solve
of sending the child away
Statistics appear Lo show

schools as

What is
it worth physically mentally, econ-
omically and industrially to have four
high school train-

States representatives of the Educa- ing?,

tional Department are travelling
through the
{vering lectures on this
pamphlets sent out by the
ment, encyclopedias and the

both to the individual

at the earliest convenience.
Let us consider first of
a change js necessary.

all why such | teacher

6. Unfair handicap in recitations.

country continually del- Our present system deprives a child
question, and of his possible number and length of
Depart- | recitations.
daily ' 1y-8,800 hours in
press emphasize its great advantages life, in which to acquire
and the com- study,
munity and recommend its adoption things that education means.

‘A child has approximate-
his elementary school
habits of
methods, and other
How
attention from the
In 1918 the av-
at  elementary

discipline,

much personal
does he get?

erage attendance

1. Rural depopulat.lon..We all know schools ‘in Ontario was 65 per Cent.

of instances yearly of paren
have left the country and hav;
to the city or town for the sole

educational advantages.

ts who This reduces the possible number of
gone hours 8,800 to 5,720. A
pur- | the time
pose of giving their children better in ungraded schools and
Mrs. Brodie,' Schools shows that in the ungraded

comparison of
and recitation

spent in study
Conpolida(ed

who addressed the U.F.O. convention schools about 16 per cent. of the time

the city recently in order to give her
- children better educational advantages
pbut she liked the country
the city, and that just as soon as her
children were through school sh
tended to return,
worthy motive for leaving
and going to the city, but
the eity when you may
educational advantages at-your door ?
2. Short term of teacher. The av-

erage length of time the rural school |

teacher stays in one gchool is between
one and one and a half years.
teacher gete nicely started and is just
Jearning the nature of her scholars
and her eommunity when she leaves
and & new teacher comes along. There
are many causes for this frequent
change of teachers—among them are
marriages, low salarles, difficulty in
securing boarding place, overcrowded
gchools or too small schools and
clagses,

3, Changing conditions. In 1855 it
required 40 hours of labor to produce
a bushel of corn; under modern con-
ditlons it only requires 41 minutes.
"To-day we have modern conveniences,
as telephones, telegraphs, rural mail,
express trains, refrigerator cars, fast
ocean steamers, wireless telegraphy,
aeroplanes, ete., and we find ourselves
competing in a world market,
the advent of electricity more
machines are used and more thorough
edueation is required, Civie govern-
ment and natlonal economy

_ at Toronto, said that she had come to | is spent in |
of 5,720, and the balance 4,906 hours

|

better than| Consolidation,

e in- hours for each.
It was surely a|tendance is also increased under Con-
the farm /| solidation from 15 to
why go to| means an increase of actual attend-
have equal|ance hours to

|

One | equipment.

recitation, or 815 hours out

in study or desk wbrk; whereas, under
50 per cent. of the time
way, giving 2,860
As the average at-

is spent in each

25 per cent, that

about 6,800, and reci-
tation hours to 3,400. Compare this
with 815 hours and ask is this fair to
your child.

7. The need of new buildings and
The attendance may have
increased until the building has be-
come too small to provide adequate
accommodation or, as in many “cases,
the buildings have deteriorated and
are unsafe and unhealthy, and people
with ambition want the best type of
education and equipment possible.
Other defective conditions are poor
system of ventilation or no system at
all; poor heating ssytem; lighting poor
and from both sides; shiny black-
boards; color decorations dark (the
three last tending to produce eye-
strain); floors scrubbed only three or
four times a year; the drinking water
usually from a common cup which
tends to spread disease; seats double

|
|

|

demand a System and to w

and not adjustable, and out-houses un-
sanitary. Every one of these conci-

With | tions limit the efficiency of the sys-
delicate' tem and so a large part of the money

spent-in our present system is lost.
What is the Consolidated School
hat extent has it

Jarger intelligence and wider skill in! made progress?

our manhoed and wemanhood. Can

A several roomed building erected

one or two teacherg in an ungraded‘. in a central place, preferably a village,

school, with the work of all
grades, meei this urgent call?
4. FEducatlonal Research and Scien-
tifie Discovery, Our ldeas have been
ehanged in the past

what purpose the school ghould fulfil{ ped building

the ' by the ratepayers
| school sections

of a mumber of

living close together
who decide to unite and have instead
of b or 6 or 7 or more small schools

few years as to scattered miles apart, one well equip-

large enough for all the

{n the life of the child. Educational | children in all the sections co-operat-

research teaches us the importance of
Agrleulture, Domestic Science,
ening, Manual Training, Art and
Musie, By the use of apparatus and
electricity, plctures may be used to
{llustrate and teach facts.
consider that 80 per cent. of what a
child learns he takes in through the
eye we can readlly appreciate this ad-
vantage in & Consolidated School.
Moreover when a child plants a gar-
den plot under the scientific instruc-
tion of a teacher he gets a training
he cannot get through study alone.
Favorable conditions for teaching
these subjects are necessary.

Lack of opportunity. The present
system shows a lack of equality of
opportunity for an education. Sta-
tistics prove that it takes one and one-
half years longer for a boy or girl in
the rural district to get his or her en-
trance examination than a boy or girl
with Consolidated or city advantages.
Then they have to leave home—if they
go at all—and go to High Schooi in
some town or city at a distance, and
the result is that many fall out and
fail to go at all. The new Jaw which
comes into effect next September re-

b.

Gard-| cational training

I
When we{‘ brought in vans
miles around is what may be gener-
ally considered a Consolidated School.
It is long since past the experimental
stage and has surely come to stay and

ing; with modern equipment for edu-
in elementary or
more advanced grades or both, sup-
plied with the best trained and ex-
perienced teachers, and scholars
for a radius of b or 6

to veplace the present system, at
least where people are alert enough
and wise enough to see its benefits
and adopt it. Our Educational De-
partment tells us that the first Con-
solidated School was established in
Montague, Mass., U.S,, in the same
year as the Ontario Agricultural Col-
lege at Guelph, 1874. Forty-seven
years of successful work should con-
vinee us of its merits. It was an idea
worked out by a group of farmers
who had the same difficulties to face
as mentioned above. The United States
had in 1919, thirteen thousand Con-
solidated Schools, an increase of three
thousand over 1916—an average
growth of one thousand each year.
Forty-three states of the Union have
adopted Consolidation of rural schools

to. .
of  lost| Bruce County, closed their school and

High School :at our,

tario.
principle on & &
i achool . sectioft jn

Guelph
rrick to

rave driving the children to Neustadt.
The .children are ghted and 'the

school section ®aves $580° a. year,

which is about theé cost of the’trans-|-

portation, The school at Hudgon was

| burned about three yeess ago and the
ratepayers decided by an alniost un-
animous vote to rebuild the Consoli-
dated School.

From actual experience in Consoli-
dated Schools what benefits haye:been
derived by the pupils?

1. Better grading and classification.
In the majority of cases not more than
| two grades need occupy one room.
| This arrangement allows teachers to

specialize more and gives more time

Broken in Service of His Country.

Woodrow Wilson, who left the office
of - President of the United States on

{ar recitations and personal work.
| 2. A large number in the classli
| stimulates interest, enthusiasm and
! competition.

8 A closer grading, as compared|
{ with a one-roomed school, cuts down,
| the average number of recitations per|
| day for each teacher from 24 to 12 and |
| lengthens the period of recitation from
{10 to 18 minutes. ,

| 4. Less absence from school, which
means more recitations and covering
| the work more quickly and more sat-
| isfadtorily. A

“’ 5. A GAIN OF ONE‘AND A HALF
| YEARS IN COMPLETING THE
| ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WORK.
Consider the results of this en the
' number who would continue at school
and take up High School studies.

6. Because of the availability of
Continuation work and more attrac-
tive school conditions and the privi-
lege of boarding at home many pupils
stay for a longer period at school. A
comparison of 3 Consolidated School
townships with District School town-
ships showed that twice as many fin-
ished their elementary grades under
Consolidation and six times as many
took Continuation School work.

7. Better and wider training. Fewer
teachers are necessary, hence teachers

March 4. Photo shows him as he is
to-day, broken and decrepit, after two
terms in office.”

expense and moral danger. A Con-
tinuaticn School is practically brought
to the door of every farmer in the Con-
solidated School area which will, when
properly organized, take the. pupil up
to the Matriculation or to Normal En-
trance. Think of the advantage of
this without the expense of boarding
in a town or city or the moral dang-
ers of being away from home at the
most critical time of the child’s life.
Is that not well worth while?

9. Co-operation, or team-play. In
the assemblage of large numbers of
both sexes the.play life can be better |
organized and the co-operative spirit
developed. This means much in later
life. To learn how to co-operate and
to carry through a work successfully
with others in spite of injustices, op-
position, and disappointments, in a
kindly spirit, is a part of education
which is well worth while. The Con-
solidated School fosters this spirit.

10. An increased earning capacity.
Cornell Agricultural College some
years ago, in investigating the labor
income of a thousand farmers, found
that the group who had only Public
School education made $318 a year,

with higher cegtificates and training
can be secured. Where three or more
teachers are engaged in a school it is
possible to secure specialists in differ-
ent subjects—where in an ungraded
school the teacher cannot specialize in
all subjects—or introduce Manual
Training, Agriculture, Domestic
Seience, ete.

that with a High School education
made $622 and those with a College
education made 3847 a year. Every
year of additional education was
worth from $60 to $75 a year in labor
income.

What are the advantages from the
standpoint of School Buildings, Ad-

8. High School advantages with less

ministration, and Qrgarization?

Toronto.

Manitoba wheat—No. 1 Northern,
$1.93%; No. 2 Northern, $1.90% . No.
3 Northern, $1.86%; No. 4 wheat,
$1.80%.

Manitoba oats—No. 2 CW, 50c; No.
3 CW, 45%c; extra No. 1 feed, 46%c;
No. 1 feed, 43%¢c; No. 2 feed, 40%c.

Manitoba barley—No. 3 CW, 80%c:
No. 4 CW, 70%c; rejected, 59%c;
feed, 59%ec.

All above in store Fort. William.

Ontario wheat—F.0.b.  shipping
|pomts, according to freights outside,
No. 2 gpring, $1.76 to $1.80; No. 2
winter, $1.85 to $1.90; No. 2 goose
wheat, $1.70 to $1.80.

American corn—Prompt shipment,
No.1 2 yellow, track, Toronto, 95¢, nom-
inal.

Ontario oats—No. 3 whife, 47 to
49¢, according to freights outside.

Barley—Malting, 80 to 90c, accord-
ing to freights outside.

Ontario flour—Winter, prompt ship-
ment, straight run bulk, seaboard,
$8.50.

Peas—No: 2, $1.50 to $1.60, outside.

Manitoba flour—Track, Toronto:
First patents, $10.70; second patents,
$10.20.

Buckwheat—No. 2, $1 to $1.05.

Rye—No. 2, nominal; No. 3, $1.50
to $1.55.

Millfeed—Carlots, delivered, To-
ronto freights, bags included: Bran,
per ton, $37; shorts, per ston, $3b;
white middlings, $40; feed flour, $2.40.

Eggs—New laid, cartong; b3 to H3c;
new laid, 49 to 50c. 2

Butter—Creamery prints, 55 to 59¢;
fresh made, 58 to 6lc; bakers’, 38 to
4b6c.

Oleomargarine—Best grade, 29 to
2¢.

Cheese—Large, 32-to 33c; twins, 33
to 34c.

Maple gyrup—One-gal. tins, $3.50.

Honey, extracted—White clover, in
60 and 30-lb. tins, per lb., 21 to 22¢;
do, 10-1b. tins, per lb., 22 to 23¢; On-
tario No. 1 white clover, in 214 -5-1b.
tins, per lb., 23 to 24c.

Of\uming' Cream—Toronto creamer-

Weekly Market Report _

jes are quoting for churning cream,
62c per 1b. fat, f.o.b. shipping points.

Smoked meats—Rolls, 30 to 3
hams, med., 36 to 38c; heavy, 31 to
33c; cooked hams, 53 to 57c; backs,
50 to bdc; breakfast bacon, 42 to 4b¢c;

o ‘;_‘

Tyolment lagt year was 221

30 leadership.

ers in the Consolidated. gchool,
2. An enlarged enroliment, nl%
creased average atténdance.  In:1

schools in Amabel township, Bruce
county, including b Union  Schools,
the number on the roll for 1920 was|
481, and the average attendance was
391, The average attendance was 744

‘per cent. of the enrolment.. In the 9

schools in Arran township the em-;
and the
average attendance 149, " Here the
average attendance was 87.7 per cent.
This is fair, but under _Consolldatlan
both the enrolment and the average
bttendance would be increased. Ina
Jarge area investigated the enroiment
before Consolidation was 3,185 chil-
dren. The same territory -after Con-|
solidation enrolled 4,814, a gain of
1,629 or 51 per. cent,
area the average attendance before
Consolidation wes 2,107 or 66 per
cent., whereas, after Consolidation it
was 3,617 or 75 per cent,

8. Punctuality. . The wagans, vans;
cars or sleighs run on schedule time,
bringing the children to school warm,
and with dry feet, so that the school
‘may open sharp on time with all
present, and the lessons may go OD
without interruptions.

4. Regular attendance. Fluctuation
in attendance is also avoided. The
large number attending tends to keep
the average much the same. Teachers
who have had to change their day’s
programme because of the absence of
2 or 3 pupils and then had to go over
the same work with them at some
future time know the benefit this
would be.

5. Economy. Instead of a teacher’s
room, library, cloak rooms;" toilets,
halls and class rooms in every school,
these are united in one. Econemy is
also effected in recitation periods,
energy and concentration of _the
teacher, length of time necessary to
reach Entrance Examinations, time of
Inspectors travelling from school to
school, correspondence, etc.

6. Hygienic conditions. This will
be found in the chzracter and decora-
tions of the class rooms, lighting,
heating, ventilation, single desks,
water, toilets, transportation, play
grounds and play equipment, and the
necessary number of children making
possible vigorous, enthusiastic and
health-giving play.

7. Improved Community Life. This
is brought about by the equalization
of taxation and opportunity, the ex-
tension of educational facilities to the
whole community, good roads which
follow in the wake of Consolidation,
the provision of a dignified social
centre, special school equipment, a
community playground, and developed
Think of the advantage
of these things to the Churches, the
Farmers’ Clubs and the community in
general. The children receiving bet-

special, 48 to b3c; cottage rolls, 33| fer education will be happier and more

to 3be.

Green meats—Out of pickle 1c less
than smoked.

Barrelled Meats—Bean pork, $35;
short cut or family back, boneless, $46
to $47; pickled rolls, §52 to $56; mess
pork, $38 to $41.

Dry salted meats—Long clears, in
tons, 23 to 26c¢; in cases, 23% to 26%e¢;
clear bellies, 27% to 28%kc; fat backs,
22 to 24c.

Lard—Tierces, 20% to 203¢; tubs,
20%c to 21%; pails, 21 to 21%c;
prints, 22 to 22%¢; shortening, tierces,
13 to 13%c; prints, 15¢ per lb.
Good heavy steers, $9 to §$10; but-
cher steers, choice, $8.50 to $9.50; do,
good, $7.50 to $8.60; do, med., $6.60 to
$7.50; butcher heifers, choice, $8.50 to
$9.50; do, med., $7 to $8, do,.com.,
$6.50; butcher cows, choice, $8 to $9;
do, med., $56 to $7; canners and cut-
ters, $3.50 to $4; butcher bulls, good,
$6 to $8; do, fair, $5.50 to $6; do com.,
84 to $5; feeders, good, 900 1bs., $7 to
$8; do, 800 Ibs., $6.60 to $7; milkers
and springers, choice, $100 to $150;
calves, choice, $15 to $16; do, med.,

useful and they will remain at home
longer. Every boy and girl then can
receive a High School education with-
out which in this rapidly developing

In the same,

"$100 toward ‘the sal of. e
tesichér. if . the “Consolidated

ho is. recéiving st least a standard
galary. 27 ®
5. A grant for purchasing 8 piano,
which ig .payable within 8 years.

6. 26 per cent. of the cost of cer-
tain other equipment, e.g. Agricultur-
al, D tic ‘Sci Manual Train-
ing, ete. Maximum $200.

7. AH grants for which the present -
school sections are eligible will be
continued, 1f seven rural schools con-
solidated the township grants would
be paid on the basis of the geven rural
schools.

8. If the community decides to build
a Community Hall in copneetion with
the School—the Hall is usually built
above it—the grant will be 25 per cent.
of the additional cost. This is pro-
vided according to the Community
Hall Act of 1919.

But how about the blocking of the
roads in the twinter?

This difficulty, which at first ap-
pears formidable, has never yet proved
a serious difficulty, even in the schools
in Northern Ontario and further west.
During one year in Manitoba, under
average conditions, there were 22
Consolidated Schools with 61 vans
which reported only 22 trips missed
in one year, an average of only one
trip per school in the year. At Hud-
son,. in Northern Ontario, where the
winter roads are as bad as anywhere
in Ontario, for the winter of 1917-18,
not one trip was missed. Their routes
are 6 miles long. One stofmy day
recently 100 per cent. were present,
whereas, in a nearby school, only 40
per cent. were present because of the
storm.

Other phases of this problem might
be presented. If interested send to
the Dept. of Education for their latesi
pamphlet on Consolidated Schools
which will give you many of the facts
presented here, worked out in great-
er detail, as well as many other facts
of interest. A
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University Fees.

Should university education be for
the rich only or sheuld it be us iree
as public school education? Should
brains or money determine a student’s
fitness to enter university? This
question will be answered in the re-
port of the Royal Commission and in
the Province’s acceptance or rejection
of its findings.

“To a Provincial University money
comes from only two sources—gov«
ernment support and students’ fees.
It is true that liberal private bene-
factions are also received, but they
are always for some designated ob-
ject, scholarships, or fellowships, or
professorships, or buildings for some
specific purpose. So it is correct to
say that if government support i
adequate, university education may
be practically free. If government
support fails, fees must rise and the
sons and daughters of the average

age they will surely be handicapped.
Any normal man or woman under
ordinary circumstances can make
money, but it is more difficult and
more important to make a life.
How much more than the present
system will the Consolidated School
cost? If you are content with the
same huildings, teachers, equipment,
and curriculum as at present the
Consolidated School costs less. Con-
solidation is not urged to-day as 2
means to cheapening education but
of bettering it. With that view in
mind it will cost more—probably from
a third to a half more than the pres-

ent system. But remember all the
special benefits derived both in educa-
tional and community life. The self-
binder costs more than the cradle or
the reaper but no one would go back

$13 to $14; do, com., $5 to $10; lambs,
$12 to $13.75; sheep, choice, $6.50 to
$8; do, heavy and bucks, $4 to $6; do,
yearlings, $10 to $10.60; hogs, fed
and watered, $14; do, off cars, $14.26;
do, fio.b., $13; do, to the farmer,
$12.75. .
Montreal.
Oats, Can. West., No. 2, 68¢; do. No.
38, 64c. Flour, Man. spring wheat pat-
ents, firsts, $10.70. Rolled oats, bag,
90 lbs., $3.40. Bran, $38.25. Shorts,
$36.26. Hay, No. 2, per ton, car lots,
$24 to $25.
Cheese, finest casterns, 291% to
298c. Butter, choicest creamery,
p3% to bdc:  Eggs, fresh, b0c.
Hogs, $16; veal calves, $10 to $13.

to these.
normal conditions, who have once
thoroughly tried the Consolidated
School, go back or wart to go back,
What financial assistance will the
Government give?

grants are as follows:— :

1. $3,000 towards the cost of build-
ing if erccted and in operation by Dec.
22nd, 1922.

2. 30 per cent. of the cost of the

building and site whose value does‘
not exceed 5 per cent. of the total |

equalized assessment of the area con-

solidated. 3873% per cent. if between 5

| chief
lis the t
Neither do those, under| university educaticn should pay the

According to the,
Ontario Department of Bducation the |

] 1920 figures.

citizen, as well as the young men and
women who are “making their own
way” through college, will be debarred
from the education to which their in-
tellectual ability entitles them.

The following figures, showing the
fees for the first year in the Arts
course in geveral universities, are in~
teresting: University of Toronto, $40;
Yale, $300; Harvard, $250; Princeton,
$250; Pennsylvania, $260; Cornell,
$200; Chicago, $180; Wisconsin, $154;
Michigan, $105; McGill, $100; Minne-
sota, $90.

The old-time theory that only the
man with children attending school
should pay school taxes has long since
been exploded, because now everyone
realizes that educetion:i$ the natidn’s
Siness. “Just-4¥ unreasonable

theory -that those who desiré

whole cost of it—such a position is the
very opposite of democratic.

i

Population of Winnipeg
Reaches 282,818

A despatch from Winnipeg says:—
The pepulation of greater Winnipeg
ig 282,818, accordir.g to figures in the
1921 city directory, just issued. This
is the greatest gain recorded since
1914, and a jump of 10,350 over the

mh—

guiring. all children (with certain

as their policy. Three years ago Man-

~REGLAR FELLERS—By Gene Bymes
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