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TWinnipeg, wtbntsbav February 7th, 1912

RAILWAYS HAVE GIVEN WAY
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THE BATTLE IS NOT YET WON
Judging by the correspondence and by tl
resolutions that w ha ! ved from the
farmers during the pasi t uniry s
thoroughly a to tl ites ipt now
being made by the elevator interests to win
back the special privileges they enjoyed a
W Vears ago I'here 1s no doubt but that
the elevator and allied interests were tl

instigators of the action of the ( redit Men's
wssociation in sending out the petitions for
the suspension of the car distribution « lauses
of the Grain Act No doubt many of the
business men behind the move were innocent
Iv led into the action, but the bankers pnd the
elevator interests in Winnipeg were cer
tainly wise. They knew that if the car dis
v“h.,.fl,.“ clauses were plad ed in the hands of
the Railway Commission it would be but the
thin end ,,1' the wedge to get back to the old
days. No farmer who has been in the West
or a decade will forget the short weights,
low grade, heavy dockage and wide spread
between street and track prices by which
the elevators bled the grain growers mosit

shamefully. The present system, which gives
the farmers and the elevators equal rights
in respect to cars, 18 simply a square deal
The vresent blockade is not due at all to the

result of this car distribution It 1s due to
the almost eriminal neglect on the part ol
the rallwavs to ['ru“lli' transportation facili
ties These railway companies were power
ful factors In lw-v;'mw_: the southern market

closed. and now they are helpless in the face
of the demand for cars. Yet the farmers
have no redress against the railways. The
farmer gets twenty-four hours in which to
load his car and pays $1.00 per day for
further delay. The railways leave loaded
on the tracks for weeks and pay
nothing leciprocal demurrage would en
courage the Canadian railways to bring in

foreign cars and to exert themselves to

cars
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iat ) But sucl privileges should
only be granted upon the receipt of a sworn
2 tion L grain s m absoluts vl,lli‘,b'
spoiling I present ear distribution
system should not be altered as it has proven
: farmers’ safeguard against the extortion
f th ’ ’

ator interests. The experience o
the West with the Railway Commission in

express rate decision was de

regard to tl

idedly unsatisfactory. Until the Railway
Commission recants and utterly repudiates
»

ruling that the West must pay 66
higher express rates than the East, the
Western ""';'!' will have litthk onfiden

All the batteries of the elevator

ombine and all

in that body
1ed interests are now playing
pon the government at (Mtawa to break
lown the car distribution
irnin Act. The farmers of the West must

clauses of the

active if they would save themselves from
humiliating defeat. Personal letters and
resolutions from loeal branches should be

sent to the loeal member at Ottawa and also
Hon (reorg: K

commerece, or to Premier Borden, de

Foster, mimister of trade

210

wmnding t the request of the elevator
nterests he granted I'he officers of the
Western wers’ associations are now In

Mtawa fighting for the

protection of the
Western farmers, but they will need help to
save the day The struggle will be Ihurl» hut
brief, and the Western
sught napping. The farmers’
ives at Ottawa are also pressing the govern
ment to take over all the elevators at the lake
front and thus put an end forever to the
graft that has cost the grain growers so
much in past years. All the help that can
be sent to support them will be needed. Per
sonal letters from farmers to their own mem
ber and to the minister of trade and
ommeree are the best means of showing the

farmers must not be
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4

feeling of the farmers on these most vital

juestions

MAY IT PROVE TRUE

Rumors are in cireulation that the Do

minion government is negotiating with the

I nited States government lor reciproeity

in a more restricted form than that which
people on September 21

has issued a demal, but

came hbefore the
The government
even if the rumor were true the denial would
be « X e ted The 'wn;o]l- of Western Canada
will hope that there is some truth in the
rumor. The great majority of the common
people who opposed reciprocity in Septem
Yer did so because they wanted to upset the
late government. Aside from the reciproei-
ty question, the record of the late govern
ment was certainly not democratic, so that
mourning over the change of government is
confined largely to those who were enjoying

jrer Rl jMums Hut now that the lection »
NEwW government s I power,

1 ) farmers of Canada should

‘ onsidered on & business basis. This year
Yith a erop of 165,000 000 bhushels of wheat
i West, the transportation facilities are
tely lemorals ! ind s n result.
INIness in ot ot standst) Farmers
nnot pay their hilis ecnuse they eannt
sell thelr gran The econss juence s that
ory n I Dusiness s suffering. Nearly
ery business depends upon the farmers
Farmers Are nauiing their grain from five to
twenty-iive miles 1o town to find the eleva
ors ful no ars avatlable nd no one Lo ufY-‘r
t) » cent for it. Wheat, which is gold on
| WOorid s markets. » utter worthless be
I~ t) helplesstiess of the rallways
And the weather this year has been ex ep
mally bad. What would have happened
¥ith a good erop? What will the future he!

Under anything like favorable circumstances
there will be 300 000 000 bushels of wheat in
the West in 1914 only tweo years hence
he present Canadisn railways will not be
able to handle it and even if they could, the
tors will be inadequate and the
ratlways to the east will be as congested as
at present I'he Hudson Bay railw Ay cannot
w completed within four years, even under
ordinary circumstances; and if it has to do

terminal eleva

duty for one or two more election campaigns
it will be at least ten years before this route |
opened to the European markets. The West
ern route will help considerably if any power
ean be found to foree the ( P.R. to lower
their extortionate rates to the Pacific coast
fut with all this the conditions of the present
time are bound to be repeated A crop of
00,000,000 bushels of wheat in 1914, with
favorable conditions, will mean nearly 400,
000,000 bushels in 1915, What is to become
of t! Who will answer! To the south of
us is a market that will absorb immense
quantities of our wheat, but it is closed In
two years there will be 100,000,000 people
Jjust across the line to whom we could dis
pose of a large portion of our wheat. But
our manufacturers, financiers, railway mag-
nates and the barons of Special Privilege
say No!' They point to the British
market. But 200,000,000 bushels of wheat
practically supplies the demand of the British
market, and even for that we have to compete
with the Argentine, where the crop is in-
creasing even more rapidly than in Canada.
Russia and Australia are also pouring their
wheat into the British market. The British
market will not take more than 50,000,000
of Canadian wheat. Now, while there are
no political orators touring the country to
confuse the ]n'nlvl"_ is the time to face this
most serious question. It is a mighty prob-
lem. Immigrants are pouring into the West
at an enormous rate. With the advent of
the traction engine and the gang plow, the
growing of wheat will inerease more
rapidly than ever before in the world’s
history. We cannot'stop it. What is to be
done with the grain?! Those who have ex
perienced the days of thirty-cent wheat will
see it again in Western Canada before
another five years unless we find wider
markets than we have now Are the farmers
who live in the West to be driven into a
corner and bled of the produet of their
labor because of the greed of handful of
men who have controlled this country for the
last generation? The government of Canada
must answer that question It is not a party
question. It is as far above party as right
is above wrong. The people of the West
need relief today, and they will need it
more in years to come. They want justice.
They ecare not whether it comes from a
Conservative government or a Liberal
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