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course of irection, In seven days
from now the first train will be run
from Joppa and we are arranging for a
celebration of the event, which is of no
small import to us.

“The Akkd-Damascus railway s
progressing rapidly, Startling at the
great fortress of Acre it will run down
the plain of Acre a'ong the coast of
the Mediterranean and branch out to
Halta. Thence across the famed
plain of Esdraelon, with the hills of

i Galiles to the north, and passing near

Nazareth the road reaches the Jordan
by way of Shunem or Jezreel. At
this point the banks of the Jordon are
of solid rock, and in the center of the
st eam stunds a natural pier of the
same material,

‘ From this pier east and west will
be erected suspension spans, connecting
the west bank of the river with the
slopes of the Jordan piateau on the
east. The road will extend from the
Jordan over the slope of this plateau
and along the crest overlooking and
inclosing the eastern shore of the Sea
of Galilee.  Reaching the plateau
proper near El'all and thence north to
Damascus direct it *passes through the
most fertile and beautiful plains of
Palestine,

“An English company has mapped

E out 2 road to connect Damascus on

the north with Gaza in the extreme
southwestern portion of Palestine, in
the plain of Philistia. The distance is
almost two hundred miles,

“It will be seen that ere long our
little country will be covered with a
netwosk of railways. In the last few
months, a wonderful change has been
wrought in the city of Jerusalem.
Scveral hundred new buildings have
been erected. including residences,
shops, hotels and hospitals. The old
residents are all surprised and know
not what to, think of it, because there
does not seem business enough to
warrant all this expense.

“The reason for this outlay and
building activity is to be found in
Baron Rothschild’s purchase lately of
a large tract of land, comprising some
thousands of acres east of the River
Jordan and near the Damascus rail-
way. This year he will send 1,000
Jewish families to the tract. Near
Acre he has also purchased a large
tract on which will be located three
large colunies.

“ About three weeks ago, the baron

gained control of the land by paying
what he calls ‘hand money’ to the
owner of the plain of Esdraelon, By

ithis he has bound himscif never to sell

the plain to any one but Jews, At
present the Turkish government refuses
to allow the Jevs a deed to the plain,
However, it Is expected the govern-
ment’s consent, will soon be gained to
the transaction, It is only recently
that the restrictions preventing the
Jews coming to Palestine have been

removed.
“A number of his colonists will be

located in the houses being built for
them in this city. A Mr, Scheick has
heen given the contract to build houses
along the line of the Joppa road for
some miles, A large institution is
under construction which will be
dedicated for the use of the Jews
having no one to care for th m,
Houvses for the accommodation of 100
families will be built on the Bethlehem

road, near the depot.”
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MUSIO AND THE DRAMA.

SEATTLE paper hat the follow-

ing to say concerning Sibzria,
whieh will be produced in this city for
the first three nights of next week :
“ Mr. Bert Coote, to whose painstaking
supervis on such satisfactory 'results
were produced from practically raw
material, deserves mnore than passing
mention for his work. The special
teatures introduced in the third act won
plaudits from all parts of the house,
These included the ballet evolutions
just referred to, the extremely gracetul
serpentine dance by Miss Julie Kings-
ley, the laughable appearance of Mr.
Coote as the manipulator of the
Ca mencita skirt and the clever feats
of Miss Laura Ashby, Miss Kingsley
is known all over the country for her
proficiency in this pecufiar skirt gyra-
tion, and she certainly has no cause to
feel dissatisfied with her reception last
night. Miss Ashby performed several
difficult balancing feat¢ dextrously and
cleverly and did some wonderful jug:
gling tricks.  Mr. Coote’s Carmencita
dance convulsed the house. The
enaction was all that could be desired
and every part was presented with
greater or less merit. Mr Osborne
portrayed Nicholai Neigoff, a /lover of
the people, with much force, and
Mr. Frank Jamison made an
accomplished villain as Sparta. Miss
alice Sheppard was a beautiful figure

as Sara and her personation m 8
both art and skill, Miss Julie Kingsley
rendered the_pathetic scenes in which
Marie appears distracted with con-
siderable power, and was warmly
applauded. Peter Trolsky, the dis-
penser of samovar, was crisply pre-
sented by Mr, Coote, who amused the
audience by the rendition of his lines
as well as by his ludicrous makeup
and appearance. His scenes with
Vera, a part cleverly rendered by Miss
Bertie May, provoked much merri-
ment. Mr, Thomas Quinn represent.
ed the Governor-Generil with true
official dignity and Mr, Walter Hale
depicted the crafiy, dissolute Jaracoff
very creditably,. Mr, Lipman sus-
tained the part of Ivan with good taste -
as did Mr, J. A. Nuon the character
of the landlord.”

The Calhoun Opera Company gave
general satisfection during their three
nights’ engagement in this city, This
organization did not “blow their born”
quite so much as the Duff company,
yet they gave a more pleasing and
more artistic pertormance, The Cal-
houns can rest assured that they will
be well received if they ever again
visit Victoria,

E A. McD well is still confined in
the Bloomingdale asylum and is hope-
lessly insane. Mrs. McDowell 1s now
travelling with a company headed by
E. D. Lyons. The fate of her husband
has caused the poor lady greaf suffer-
irg, which is said to have told on her
greatly.

Fred Bryton is now said to have
lost his voice ccmpletely. During the
month he played with the Rankip
party he. was bardly able to speak
above a whisper. Excessive smoking
is largely the cause attributed for his
loss of voice.

U and I, with John T. Kcllyin the
cast, is underlined for an early pro-
duction at The Victoria,

The Calhoun company played to
over $1600 in the three nights.

Katie Putpam will be seen at The
Victoria in the near future.

Séhilling’l minstrels will be un early
attraction at The Victoria.




