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MY CONVERSION.

e Struggles of a Soul in Search of
the True Faith,

The myself of nearly twenty-five
voars ago has become a being so dis-
inct from my present self that I think
that I can write of it without feeling
that [ am dissecting a living heart in
1 public.

That myself was a girl very near
her twenties who had, not long since,
#inished a course of study at Acad-
emy~—-a place very venerable in my
memory as one where I learned anew
that self-sacrifice and carnestness in a
righteous cause ave the only elements
which constitute true life ; and where,
too, I realized, as 1 had never done
ore, that consecration to the living
Christ was my very first and most
essential duty. 1 mightalso gratefully
dwell upon the boon conferred by our
oxcellent teachers in insisting upon so
high a standard of recitation in our
classes that our whole energies had to
be concentrated upon our daily work.

Moreover, nearly every one of the
many young men and women as-

<crmbled there had in view some special
avocation or profession, so they were
like knights tempering their own
swords for a campaign near at hand.

My body, it was said, was over-
worked by my brain, among these am-
bitious students, and consequently you
find me first in an invalid’s chamber,
with little hope of ever using the
knowledge I had acquired.

The taste for study, however, had
not diminished with my physical
strength, and I delighted as much as
ever in revolving great questions in
my own mind and debating them with
my most intelligent visitors, the phy-
sician and the pastor of the Congrega-
tionalist church of which I had been
for some years a member.

Like a multitude of others, even as
a child T had been forced to enter the
arena of conflicting beliefs, unarmed
with any definite creed. In those
days, happily, few questioned that the
Bible is the Word of God, but in al
every houschold there were
heated contests as to what it really
teaches. The first opinion that I
espoused, through the influence of my
father and the religious teachers to
whom he confided me, was that no one
would be eternally lost. Finally,
through my study of the Sacred
Scriptures, I became convinced that
tiey did not support my one dear
dogma, and also that there must be
some radical change in the human
heart before it could enter heaven.
This change 1 believed came to me,
when about eighteen, as the result of
my accepting Christ as my personal
Saviour. I was then baptised, not
because I thought that any grace ac-
companied the pouring of the water
and the use of the Christ-appointed
words, but because baptism was an
ordained stgn of inward belief which
T gladly received in obedience to Him.

Mmost

It was under these circumstances
that [ read for the first time a full
statement of the distinctive tenets of
the Catholic faith. What repeiled me
as most improbable of all was the doc-
trine of the Sacrifice of the Mass. 1
said aloud to myself, as I laid the book
down : ‘“‘Icould not believe these.”
The reply of some inner voice was al-
most as distinct as my own had been :
‘“WWhat right have you to reject them
without knowning the grounds on
which they are believed?” Ihaveever
felt that this was the special moment of
grace, and that, had I refused to entey
upon the study of Catholicity then, 1
should never have done so.

Bat how could I study the Catholic
faith in the midst of a small New
Hampshire village without church or
priest? © The Protestant clergyman,
already reforred to, had no book which
oxplained, or even attempted to refute,
Catholic dogmas. Idid not even think
of asking whether or not any informa-
tion could be procured through the
1ew Catholics in my neighborhood, so
I was obliged to ask light frore a long
distance.

1 must now tell you that immediately
after my graduation I went West, to
be ready to commence my work as a
teacher, with the chesen friend of my
last years, in -Academy. Wese-
cured the positions we coveted; she was
principal of a newly-founded school
for young ladics in , Missouri,
and U was her assistant. The wife of
Hom.——— , member of Con-
gressfor many years, wasthe foandress.
It was she who leoked after all the
material wants of the yoang ladies,
who eoxhibited her New Hampshire
teachors from time to time in her
carriage, and who faithfally paid
our salaries.

Her greatest service to mo she ren-
doved in perfect unconsciousness. We
noeded a music teacher. Neither my
friend nor I felt that she could, in con-
sciemce, assume that effice; so Mrs.

ventured to ask Mys. Judge
G what she should do. 1 am sure
that she must have been surprised
when that lady voluntcered to be her-
self our music teacher, saying : ‘‘The
Judge is so much away that T am often
lonely.” I learned subsoquently that
she wag much drawn to my attractive
friend, the principal. Certainly Mrs.

-~ was most happy to accept the offer
of the Judge's wife, for she was a
thoronghly trained musician, besides
heing a woman of culture and worth.
On our part, we were much pleased
with her as a daily companion.

I do not remember when or how we
learned that she was a Catholic, but I
know that we were both astounded by
the fact. T ventured once to intimate
that she could not believe in the Real
Presence. Her reply came firm and
strong : ‘I beliove it as firmly as 1
believe in my own oxistence.” This

was the only time that [ made any
illusion to her religion. :

I saw the Catholic World — which
since then has, become so valuable to
me—on her table, but think I did not
read a linein it. 1 did read a page or
two in Father Fabre's ** The Creator
and the Creature,” and wonder now
that his glowing style did not make
me continue ; but my prejudices were
stronger than my appreciation of its
beauty. Mrs, took  us into town
to church, and once we were invited
to go to Mass with our Catholic friend ;
but we refused, I fear, somewhat ab-
ruptly.

I was really ill when I went West
to teach with my friend, but it seemed
to me that I had determination encugh
to execute my plan notwithstanding ;
but others saw that 1 ought not to go
on with my duties, and wrote to my
mother to meet me in St. Louis, for m:\'
father at the time was with his regi-
ment in New Mexico. At last my
mother succeeded in  bringing me
back to my New Hampshire home.

Now yon understand that,
naturally, it was to Mrs. Judge G
that I turned for answers to my ques
tions about the Catholic faith.

[ wrote my queries and asked my
friend, the principal, to request a
veply. Dear A——! had she foreseen
the result, she would have been most
reluctant to do so. 1 do not recall now
all that I asked Mrs. G ; but she
answered that it would be impossible
for her to respond in writing, but that
she would send me a book which would
give me all [ sought. The book—do
you know it? — was Dr. Challoner’s
‘“Catholic Christian Iastructed.” It
was as intensely interesting to me,
to use a degrading comparison, as the
report of the rise and fall of stocks to
the speculator ; and, too, it gave me
matter for conversation with all who
took pleasure in such subjects.

Since it was the doetrine of the Sacri-
fice of the Mass which most repelled
me when 1 first read it in Havward’s
““ Book of all Religions,” 1 was most
impressed by the proofs that Dr. Chal-
loner brought that the Adorable Sac-
rifice in the Catholic Church fulfilled
the types of the old law and the won-
derful prophecy of Malachias: ‘‘ For
from the rising of the sun even to the
going down, My name is great among
the Gentiles ; and in every place there
acrifice, and there is offered to My
name a clean oblation 7 (Mal. i., 10
11).

I marvelled then, and T marvel still,
that I had not myself learned the truth
of the Real Presence from the last verses
of the sixth chapter of St. John's Gos-
pel, and from the deseription of the
institution of the Blessed Eucharist by
the different Evangelists.

Indeed, I am quite sure that many
would reach Catholic truth through the
aid of the Bible alone, did they go to it
without preconceived notions. One of
the truth-seekers in a class of young
ladies in a Congregationalist Sunday-
school, of which Twas a mamber, re-
marked at one of our lessons: ‘‘It
secms to me that Christ, in the third
chapter of St. John's Gospel, asserts
that the water and the Holy Ghost come
simultaneously in baptism.”  Our
teacher, the pastor's wife, brushed the
statement aside, with, * Oh, it does
not mean that ;" and I fear the young
lady submitted henceforth to what she
imagined Mvs. C——-'s superior wis-
dom. This is but one illustration of
many.

very
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To return to myself. 1 soon saw
that the Protestant minister could make
no satisfactory objection to Dr. Chal-
loner's statements, I am also confident
that he must have reported my danger
to Rev. M. , some fourteen miles
away, fer whom I had particular re-
spect ; for he visited me, and sent me
a work in which Archbishop Whately
tried to ‘‘ explain away " such texts
as, ‘‘ Whatsocver thou shalt bind on
earth,” etc.

At last my dear parents becamg
alarmed: for though there was, as 1
have already said, an atmosphere of
religions controversy in my home, all
agreed that it would be a calamity to
have a Catholic in the family.

I had frankly admitted from the out-
set tho surprise that I felt that there
was so much to show that Catholicity is
not a web of superstition woven by the
ignorance or the duplicity of ages, or
by both combined ; but I'little dreamed,
so slight were my ewn attainments,
upon what a vast subject I had entered
when T commenced the study of the
Catholic Church ; and valuable as 1
found Dr. Challoner’s little manual, it
soon ceased to be enough.  Mrs
was about to send me other works
when she was forbidden by my wmother
to do so.

Then 1 bethought me of our Ency
clopedia Americana. It helped me
censiderably, in spite of the antagonis-
tic standpoint from whick many of
its acticles were written.

Weeks and months passed by, and [
began myself to ‘think how terrible it
would be should my convictions actu-
ally force me to become a Catholic—
terrible because of the pain and dis-
appointment it would cause all who
were dear to me, and terrible, too, be-
cause it would place me in complete
mental isolation.

Strange to say, at this time I received
an invitation to teach Kaglish and con-
tinue my French at the Swiss Mission
near Grande Linge, P. Q. It was now
possible, bocause of returning strongth,
for me to accept the position. | was
delighted, for I said in my own mind :
« Now I shall find good reasons for not
being a Catholic among those who are
devoting their lives to their conver-
sion.”

[ used my eyes and eavs most dili-

v
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to my convictions, 1 must go back to |
the Church my ancestors had long since
abandoned.

In truth Monsieur N said very
little by way of an attack upen Catho
licity. I remember now but two re-
marks at table, and his sermons, for
now he was a Daptist minister, were
not controversial,

As for poor Monsieur R . one of
the founders of the mission, 1 doubt
whether he really Knew  what  the
Catholic Church actually teaches, |
am sure that he had been told from
boyhood, in Switzerland, that she is
the ““ mother of all iniguity,” and he
believed it as unquestioningly at firty

as at fifteen,  Monsieur I , my
instructor, was solely occupied in
teaching me French and  Madame

N making us all happy.

Then, | thought that T should not
say much to them of my interest in
Catholicity, lest [ should make an
unnecessary discord in the house,
since I could not tell but what I might
vet remain a Protestant. Madame
N gave me ‘* Father Clement ” to
read. It did not have the effect I
desired, so that when, at the close
of the school year, I went to Montreal, I
was as full of the desire to study
Catholicity in the concrete as [ had
even been in the abstract,

The friend whom 1 visited at Lon-
gueil, just across the St. Lawrence,
from the city, was the noblest and the
dearest of the women who had taught
me. 1 spoke to her at once of the
quest in which I was engaged, and
she, in her truth-loving zeal, became
my companion in my researches.
Those researches were, no doubt, less
thorough than they would have been
had we had a single Catholic friend or
acquaintance to aid us.
We began by visiting the churches,
which certainly ave open treatises
upon the beauty of the Catholic faith.
We went to the parish priest of Lon-
gueil with some of our questions.
Among other things, we asked him
if Catholics are obliged to ask the
intercession of the Blessed Virgin and
the saints. The concise reply of the old
priest was: ‘“The journey to heaven
is so great an undertaking that we
need in it our small as well as our
large coin.”

We were very
presence or

rareful to note the
absence of devotion in
Catholics as we saw them in the
churches. « One Sunday we were at
High Mass in the Jesuits’ Church. 1
listened most attentively to the sermon
upon ‘‘Ite ad Joseph,” and then, since
I could not fellow the ceremonies which
werce being carried out in the sanctu-
ary, I took to observing two young
ladies near me. The whole bearing of
one showed me that she felt that she
was in the presence of awful mysteries;
the restlessness and the vacant coun-
tenance of the other proved that she
realized nothing but what the eye re-
vealed. I learned then that charity to
our neighbor requires that we should
carefully keep the appearance of
reverence of well as nourish its soul.

Afterwards we visited the College of
the Jesuits. There Father Merrick
was sent to us, and he gave us good
reason for ceasing to style the deutero-
canonical books apocryphal. I re-
member that he remarked to us: I
see that you are cut adrift from your
old moorings.” Perhaps he recalled
us afterwards at the altar, and that
thus one was brought to a safe harbor.
The other, far the worthier of the two,
still drifts, and is known to her circle
in Washington as the wife of a Protes-
tant clergyman.

Finally, Catholicity in the conecrete
completed what Catholicity in the ab-
stract had begun, and at the end of my
visit I knew that there was no help
for it—that unless I was a despicable
traitor to my conscience I must become
a Catholic, at whatever cost to others
and myself.

How could 1 accomplish it? The
only Catholic friend I had was beyond
the Mississippi, and with her T had
held no communication for more than
a year. I must teach, and where could
I when my Catholic convictions became
known ? Should I continue to identify
myself, until I tock the final step, with
Congregationalists and other sects as a
Sunday-sehool teacher ? I wrote ask-
ing the old priest at Longueil to decide
for me. He answered : ‘‘ You may do
so during a certain time, provided that
you reject with all yomr force what is
contrary to the faith.”

My first catechism was given me by
a mun in Longueil, to whom this kind
priest had spoken of me. I had pro-
cured for myself the little ‘¢ Imitation "
which lies just at hand this moment,
with its appended ‘‘Priore " and ‘‘Pra-
tique.” [had also heard of the ‘‘Devout
Life of St. Francis de Sales,” and this
I purchased also. [ did not know, at
the time, that I could not have secured
two movre helpful books had I been
familiar with the whole range of the
soul’s literature.

May no one of those who read this
sketch ever experieuce the misery of
concealing his or her deepest convic-
tions, even for a time !  After all these
years I look back with a shudder upon
the hours I sat in the services of the
Congregationalist church in y
Massachusetts, wherve I taught in the
Peter's High school after my return
from Canada ; but yet I could not bear
to withhold my influence for religion
in some form.

1 was yet thivsting for more Catho-
lic books, and so I ordered Cardinal
Newman's *‘ Apologia pro Vita Sua,”
and also the whole series of excellent
tracts which the Catholic Publication
Society was then issuing. The “Apol-
ogia' was invaluable to me, aund,

gently at ¢ La Mission Suisse, " but,
although 1 sat opposite an apostate

like thousands,

entire confidence, not so much

priest a school year at table, l.henrd
nothing to banish my fear that, if true

because of his perfect candor in calmly
weighing all that his opponents could
object, |

|
Itake up the ** Apologia " now as | |

write and turn to the *General |
Answer to Mr. Kingsley.”  Passage
after passage is marked, and thus
instructed 1 do not wonder that lh.-|
claim of the Church to be infallible
became to me at once her areatest
attraction, and one of the strongest

proofs that she was trom God and that
God abides with her, **a pre-eminent,
prodigions power, sent upon the earth
to enconnter and master a giant evil,”
a provision *for retaining in the
world a  knowled of Ilimselt  so
definite and distinet as to be proof
tinst the energy of hmman sceptic
isin,” and, I would add,
corollary of his love,

I have now passed over a space of
between three and fonr years.  In the
sumuier of 1871 I wrote to my Catholie
friend in Missouri of my determina
tion to enter the Catholic Church as
soon as | could find any way of doing
80. Happily she had met M. M. G
from Mt. St. Mary’s Convent of Mer
Manchester, N. H., and wrote to her of
my desire. You who know the zeal
and generosity of Reverend Mother
Francis Xavier Warde, will not be
surprised that in the middle of her
August retreat she bade me come to
the convent for my immediate prepara
tions for baptism.

I was consigned at once to the
guardianship of a religious who had
embraced the faith, with none of my
delays and reluctance, and who has
ever since been heat to my ice and
light to my darkness.

On the 3rd of September, in the
sanctuary of the dearest of chapels,
the late wvenerable Father William
Macdonald gave me conditional bap
tism. Beside personal kindness, he
did me the great service of placing me
under the guidence of one of the
clearest and purest minds which it has
been my delight and benediction to
know. The study of the Very Rev.

beecame my Catholic university
during seven years. Subsequent bene
facters, in books and out of them, have
inereased my knowledge of and thank
fulness for the Catholic faith, and I
shall soon, with fresh gratitude, keep
the twenty-first anniversary of my
coming home to the soul’s one true
mother—the Roman Apostolic Church.

It would have been too wearisome
had 1 recounted to you the whole
course of reasoning which led me to
the spot where Divine Faith took my
hand. Suffice it to say that I took the
circuitous path of finding out the
grounds of each distinctive article of
our Creed, instead of satisfying my-
self first that the Church is the Living
Messenger of the Incarnate God, whom
He left to “‘teach, govern, sanctify and
save” His world,

the obvious
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London Universe,

According to the so-called *‘ Union-
ists,” to give Home Rule to Ireland
means to turn the tables on the Protes-
tants of that country, thatv is, to sub-
ject them to the same penal laws’ treat-
ment by which, years ago, their pre-
decessors endeavored — brutally en-
deavored-—to extinguish everlastingly
the Catholic Church. That they were,
after generations of persecution, emi-
nently unsuccessful was no fault of
theirs, No wonder that modern Pro-
testants should be nervous now that
their Catholic fellow-subjects have got
the upper hand. But they need not

fear. Ireland has had enough of penal
laws, and every intelligent person

knows, and none better than the politi-
cal wire-pullers, that Home Rule will
be of more service to the stability of
the British empire than otherwise.
Could there be any better proof of the
nonsense the North of Ireland oppon-
ents to Home Rule indulge in when we
consider the manner in which the Cath-
olic Corporation of Dublin e ise
their power. The Catholic metropolis
of Ireland has a Protestant Lord Mayor.
The total salavies of the chief officers
of the Dublin Corporation amount to
£8,400, and half the money goes to
Protestants. In the list of honorary
freeman wino have been admitted since
1876 there are eight Protestants and
seven Catholics. We wish we could
say that Belfast could boast of a similar
amount of religious tolerance and
political liberality.
Ave Maria.

Peopla are often heard to say that no
one is really missed in the world, but
this is not wholly true. Exceptionally
self-sacrificing men are never so casily
replaced as to bs quickly forgotten.
Cardinal Lavigerie, for instance, isa
distinet logs. It isone thing to succeed
him. another thing to rveplace him.
The Paris correspondent of the Catholic
Times cites the following imcident to
show that the missionary Cardinal was
notably the right man in the right
place . ‘“About two hundred letters
have been brought by Arabs and Mus-
sulmans from all parts and laid on the
Cardimal’s grave. In these they call
himn the great Christian manitou. They
beg him, now that he is in heaven, to
watch over their interests on earth,
and to draw upon them the blessing of
the Great King.'

Leo NI, is the two hundred and
filty-gsixth successor of St. Peter.
Fifteen Popes were Frenchmen,  thir-

teen Greeks, eight Syrians, six Ger
mans, three Spaniards, two Africans,
two Savoyards, two Dalmatians ; one

tally followed, Pope St

sixteen from fifteen to twenty : and
nine more than twenty. PMius IN.
governed the Church the longest of all
John X1L and Clement NI died at the
age of ninety and ninety-two respect
ively, and Gregory IX. at the age of
one hundred.  According to the opin
ion of Novaes, which is pretty gener
Agatho lived to
be one hundred and seven
One of the latest of time's changes
is the conversion of Mrs, Edgzar Thomp-
son, of Atlanta, daughter of the late
Senator Benjamin L Hill, Tt wastas
the Know - Nothing  candidate  for
Governor of Georgia that her father
first became prominent in polities, and
her Kin have been among the sturdiest
of the zealous Protestants ot the South,
And now to her this grace has
given,  The families of the Senator’s
two daughters now belong to the very
Church which he did his best to destroy
How vain are the thoughts of men!
How merciful is God !

N. Y. Catholic Review,
For the second time in the history of
the United States Senate, Catholic
funeral services were held on January
12 at the Capitol in- Washington over
the remains of the late Hon. John L.
Kenna.  The President, the Vice
President, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, the Chief Justice and
associated justices of the Supreme
Court, seven members of the Cabinet,
the chief representatives of  the
diplomatic corps, almost all the mem
bers of Congress and a large assembly
of other distinguished persons, as
sembled in the Senate chamber to be
present at the solemn function.  Very
impressive where the services.  Almost
all the priests of the distriet assisted at
the cerernony ; the Right Rev. Bishop
Keane preached the funeral sermon.
May the soul of the dead statesman,
and the souls of all the faithful departed,
rest in peace !

Leen
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Mues. M

Canghlin,
City.

Her many (riendsin Ontario will be grieved
to learn of the death of Margaret, beloved wife
of Mr. Cornelius Caughlin, which took placein
New York city on the 30th ultimo.  Dece d
was a danehter of the late Mr. . Brady, of
Yarmouth, and sister of Rev. M. Brady r
of Woodstock. Her many noble traits of ¢
i r had endeare er to all with whom she
s acquainted, fervent daughter of Holy
Chureh, she was given the privilege of passing
into a hetter world surrounded and fortified by
all its sacred rites.  To the members of her
family we offer our hearifelt sympathy.  The
funeral will take place from the church of the

rgaret New York

Holy Angels, St. Thomas, on Friday, srd inst.,
at 11 o'clock, a. .
-~
From Kinkora.
It was was with a painful shock that the

people of this neighborhood heard the start
ling news that Henry Collins was dead. It
was known that he had been seriously ill, but
the impresson_had gone abroad that he was
recovering. His death, therefore, was en-
tirely unexpected. He was sick only ten
days.  Previous to that he had been in the
sink and bloom of health, and it was hoped
lm stromg and vigorous constitution would
stand him in good stead.  But his Heavenly
Father willed it otherwise. He needed him,
ana he responded to the call,  After ashort
but terribly severe illness he obeyed the
summons on Wednesday, the 25th Jan,, at 6
p. m., and he now slumbers in the * city of
the dead.”  1is loss is universally deplored,
as he was looked upon as one of the leading
young men of the parish,  Ever kind and
thoughttul, he was beloved hi‘ his immediate
friends and admired by all.  His gentle-
manly bearing, the index of his sincerity of
er and purity of heart, commanded
respect in whatever ‘company he found him-
self, Above all the unassuming and
serupulous discharge of his religious duties
won him the regard and esteem of all who
knew him, while it is a_source of great con-
solation to those who feel the desolation of
s loss. The hearts of all go out to the
bereaved mother, who is now weeping for
the loss of a second son, having been de-
yrived of another only a few years before,
Te was only in his twenty-fifth year. R. 1L P
s -

Bazaar in ald of Hotel Dicu Hospital,
Windsor, Ont.

e

LIST OF TIE WINNING NUMBERS,
20006 68 OO 13150
T80 7079 5O1Y ]
0810 21052 ]
0706 1204 )
20162 SM8 20776
AR1T 20827 O8O
AL 4780 1505 2100
102 4403 5002 IRH0 601 748
12087 1920

The amouunt vealized is 81,000,

The good Risters of the Hotel Diea beg to
present their sincere thanks to all perscns
who have contributed to the success of the
bazaur. Com,

-
DIOCESE OF HAMILTON.

The following address was presented to Rev
Father Brohman, . ., Formosa, on the 2ird
ult., by his parishioners. At the smuoe time was
presented a beautifal cutter worth 5

Formosa, Jan 1893,

REV.ANDDEAR FATHER-Permit ustoexpress
our deep feeling of love and esteem towards
you, inasmuch as we are convinced that you
are guided by the grace of God, because you
have advanced the Formosa parish to a model
one : and we have, principally, next to God, to
attribute to your good will love and untirin
zeal, that peace and harmony which reigns all
over the parish. In church you ave a true gpirit
ual Father, whoknows how to guide us atter the
will of God. Farther, you are always caring
for the secular welfare of cach one, as you
assiet with adviee and deed ; and thus the love
of our neighbor is promoted.  We have also to
mention your punctuality. as you are always at
the proper time in your ptace. Permit us, in
addition, to remark that you have made many
improvements in and around the church, and
this without creating a debt. Finally, we can
assure you that the love and esteem of the con
atfon towards you has esgentially in-
creased. Therefore we pray to the loving God
that He may long spare you in :f(m(( health, and
that it inay please His Lordship the Bishop to
leave you as administrator in our midst for a
long 1zm-. In order to show our love and
esteem towards you we pray that
accept this amall present,

ON BEMALY OF THE CONGREGATION

you may

REPLY.,

My Dieanr Friexns, 1 eannot possibly find
adequate words to convey to you my deep and
sincere gratitude for your very kind present,
and addresa concerning my humble and briet
administration. Allow me to say that 1 find an
entire different spirit pervading this large and
compaet mission of Formosa to what 1 at first
anticipated, The people are gzenerous, kind and

very life. Let us thergfore coutione to be
charitable towards one another, and work
gether in harmony, peace and unity ; then w
may rest assured that our good Father o
Heaven, who sces our humble endeavors, will
a thousandfold reward us

The beantitul cutter with which you have
very Kindly presented me shall he looked upon o4
a token of love and respect, and as a imaniteata
tion of your good and Kind feelings towards i
und shall serve the purpose to attend "
minister the last rites ol the Churveh to ’
poor sick ones at home

-~

CHARITY SERMON,

In St. Peter's

Cathedral on last Sunda

evening a charity sermon was delivered b
Rev, Father Brennen, . 8. B, of Toront
o which occasion a very liberal collectic
was taken np for the benefit of the St Vi
cent de Paul Society,  From the Fiee 'y
we take the following synopsis of the elogquent

discourse :

I'he reverend lecturer said he regarded
the invitation to come and beg  for the
society in behalt of the poor of this city a
one of the finest compliments that could be
paid him. Ho had Knowledge and exper
ence of the large and generous charity of
the congregation of St. Peter’s, and fel
confident in appealing to them, He pointed
out that giving to the poor was a duty lai
on every Christian by God, and that the
command, disobeyed, was a mortal sing fo
no sin not grievous or mortal conld cast us
down from the high place of onr aspirations
after immortality, vet in Holy Writ were
found many instances where men lost thei:
salvation by refusing to give alms to the
wor,  After directing the attention of his
warers to the lessons tanght in the parable
of Dives and Lazarus, the Reverend Fathe:
dwelt on  the grand epportunities which
this  new country offered to a  pou
man,  Perhaps nowhere else in the world
wore the hounties and riches of nature
poured forth with =0 free a hand, and the
opportanities for independence or eveu
riches so many to the poor man who would
devote his energies to the task of getting
wealth, There was always work to do, he
believed, and  no man  with  health and
strength onght to be a beggar.  But the
words of our Savionr were as trus now as
when they were tirst uttered —**'Tha poor yo
shall have always with yvou.”  He knew how
hard it was tor a poor laboring man to get
along with four or five hungry children to
provide for out of his daily pittance, and
when sickness struck him down there was
actual distress in his house. Then, also, poor,
insuflicient and irvegularly served food was «
canse of disease, and often what was only :
simple cold developed into consumption, and
then the father and breadwinner was take:
away.  He could tell of some sad and heart
breaking experiences of this Kind,  We were
all too ready with excuses tor not giving,  To
a male applicant we say, * Yon ought to go
to work ; there is alwavs work for the willing
man.”  In other cases it is, * Oh, I have
been deceived and detranded so often.”
Prand was the worst enemy of Christ—the
thing that went nearer than anything else to
severing the divine bond that connected ricl
and poor.  Here the preacher related a
couple of Lis own experiences, that caused a
smile.  Inone case a poor widow was unable
to pay for a coflin for her dead husband, and
he accompanied some ladies of his congrega
tion to her cabin,  As they came away one
of the ladies went back for her glove, and
found the corpse sitting up and counting the
money that was left to buy his coffin and
sgrive him a decent burvial,  Dut the society
tor which he pleaded was designed to pre
vent such frands. It was a careful, pl'ml
and intelligent almoner of their bounty, and
in the name oi Him who went abont doing
good hie commended the society to their con
sideration and asked them to be generous.

-

There are hundreds of thousands of Catho
lic families who do not buy even one Catho
lic book a year. IHow can they ever hecomo
acquainted with the treasures of Catholic
literature if they never even look over a
catalogue, and how can Catholic authors be
persuaded to devote themselves to literary
work if their books remain unbought? ‘The
Catholic home that has no library and that
does not add te it in every twelvemonth must
be poor indeed to be undeserving of censure.
Catholic Review.

Cures Consumption, Conghs, Croup, Sore
Throat. Sold by all Druggists on a Guarantee.

DUNN'S
BAKING
POWDER

THECOOK'SBEST FRIEND

LARGEST SALE IN CANADA.

“ANAKESIS * glves instant-
relief and s an infalliblo
Cure for Yiles. Price 81, By

EALED TENDERS addressed tothe ne-
dersigned, and endorsed *Tender yor
Port Alhert Worl,” will b reeeived at this
oMee until Tuesday, the 21st day of Febra-
ary, inclusively, for the extension of the
Piers and Dredging at Port Albert, Huron
County, Ontario, in accordance with a plam
and specifieation 10 be seen on application
to Mr. A. (. Hawkins, Port Albert, and at
rtment of Public Works, Ottawa.

Tenders will not be considered unless mada
on the torm supplied and signed with the
actual signatures of tenderers,

An accepted bank cheque pavable to (he
order of the Ministerof Pablic Works, equal
to five per eent. of amound of tender, must,
accompany cach tender,  This cheque wiR
be torfeited iCthe party decline the contraet,
or tail to complete the work eontracted for,
and will be retnrned incase of non aceep-
tance of tender,

The Department does not bind itself (o
aceept the lowest or any tender.

By order,
K.

I, E. ROY,

Seerelari.
s, }
y, 1803, §

Department of Pablic W
Ottawn, 20th Janus

P62

Sl" ALED TENDERS Addressed to the un-
dersigned and endorsed *Tender ftoe
Goderieh Work,” will be received until Taes-
day,the 7th day of February, 1803, inclusively,
tor the Extension of the Piers and Dredging
at Goderich, Huron County, Ontarlo, accord-
ing to a plan and specification to be seen at
the oftfice of the Town Clerk, Goderich, and
at the Department of Publie Works, Ottawa.

Tenders will not be eonsidered unless made

noble hearted, attached to their spiritual ad

evident proof of an unshaken faith in the doc¢

was an lnglishman, one a Portuguese,
one a Hollander, one a Swiss, and one

I found in the great
cardinal a guide that 1 followed with
on
account of his wasterly .intellect as

Scandinavian. Al the others were
Ttalians. Seventy of the number have
been canonized. Fight occupied the
| throne less than one year : twenty-two
! reigned from one to Lwo years fifty
four from two to five: fitty-two from
five to ten; fitty-one from ten to fifteen;

trines of their holy Church. These virtues,
indeed, alleviate the burden of a priest, facili
tate the work he has to perforin, relieve him of
the heavy yoke which he has to hear, and en
courage him with an increaged and ardent zeal
in the responsible discharee of hisdaty, May
God reward yon! May He shower down His
choicest graces and blessings in heavenly
abundance ! Pormit me, furthermore, to add
that the good wiil you have so visibly shown
e to-day will not be ignored on iy part, It
i1y only desire to & ot hapny and content,
and in order to obtain this end [ am prepared
to sacrifice my heart and soul, yea, even iy

viser, dieplay a_good will, and, ahove all, give |

on the form supplied and signed with the
actual signatures of tenderers,

An accepted bank cheque payable to the
order of the Minister of Public Works, equal
to five per eents of amount of tender, mnst
accompnny each tender, Thischeque will be
torfeited 11t party deeline the contract,
or fail to complete tne work contracted for,
and will be refurned in ease of non-aceept-
ance of tender,

The Department does not hind itself to ae-
copt the lowest or any tender

By orde

E. . K. ROY,
Secretary.
Departinent of Publiec Works,
Ottawa, 3rd January, 1893, § T
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