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CHATS WITH YOUNG
MEN
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THE STONE WILL ROLL AWAY

Holy Scripture tells us that ‘when
the Sabbalh wae pest, Mary Magda-
len, and Mary the mother ‘of James,
and Salome, bought sweet spioes,
that coming they might anoint Jesus,
and they said one to another : Who
shall roll us back the stone from the
door of the sepulchre ? And looking,
they saw the stone rolled back. For
it wae very great.,” (St, Mark xvi, I,
8, 4). When a hard thing is to be
done, the natural inclination of most
of us is to nllow oureelves to think
on the effort necessary to do it, in.
stead of going ahead and doing it.
And here we make one of the most
common mistakes in our lives,
When one is confronted by a severe
task, a duty which seems almost be-
yond one's powere, i0is fatal to pause
to consider ite difficulties. Never
mind how hard it may seem, nothing
should be tolerated in the mind ex-
cept the accomplishing it. It is a
wise economy in daily life to train
the mind to take the attitude of de-
termination in the beginning ; to ke
deal to the self which insists upon
dwelling on diffipultier, and at once

to bring into astion the self that is |
determined tosucceed. Most persors |

have had the experience of lookicg
back over an accomplished task with
amused surprise at the exaggerated
idea they entertained of its difficulty
before hand, Do the thing first and
congider ite difficulty afterwards.—
The Miseionary,

THE TRANSFORMATION OF A
KICK
Sometimes a knock is & boost—

what seems a misfortune turns out |

to be a blessing in disguiee. Adver-
gity, hard struggle, defeaf, narrow
oircumstances, are, il courage be not
lost, merely obstaclee to be overcome
by a farther exertion of strength.
The exercise will develop will power,
gri?, manliness, independence, and
forditnde. The very cbstacles may
lead the way to flnal viotory.

He had seemed to be without
ambitior, worthlese, absolutely un-
succeseful, in short amounting to
nothing. Then the kick came. He
lost his job and everybody said it
was the end of him—there was noth.
ing he could do.

But that kick aroused him—it
stirred his sleeping energies, it fived
his ambition, it kindled his indigna
tion and he vowed he'd prove himself
—and he did.

Someone must have discovered a
latent spark of ability for our unfor.
funate was induced to take up life
insurance. He worked early and
late, he studied his own weak points
and those of his competitors—he
learned every special feature of his
own company’s policies and exploited
them and firet and last and all the
time he talked protection. He made
the one appeal that never fails, he
came back always to first principlee,
to the original idea of life insurance
—protection for the family and the
home and this he dwelt upon with
increasing success.

He was only another example of
which we have all geen many—of the
change made in some men when dire
disaster threatens them. He had
drifted along getting some sort of
living and might have gone on in
that way for ever—just barely exist.
ing when what seemed a tragedy
occurred, but it was a kick thet
proved to be a boost—a blesging in
disguise. Some men go under when
such a kick comes, but a few swing
around completely and show their
mettle, all their strength, all their
fighting blood is roused and they
fight the world back, blow for blow,
and elowly they gain ground.

When one learns to put fear aside
—fear of losing one’s position, fear of
all the nameless ills with which
imagination threatens us, then does
one gain strength and poise. Then
there is opportunity for the best seld-
expression, the best development,

The worst had happened to our
agent, he had nothing more to fear
and this seemed to give him a new
courage for the fight, Pride came to
his resone and would not permit him
to eink under the misfortune and
thus the kick which was supposed to
be his undoing proved a boost to.
ward heights undreamed of in former
unambitious years,

We are none of us eager to suffer
reverses in order to prove ability, we
are alwaye praying that misfortune
may paes by our door. But how
often do we need just some such spur
before we do our best.

If we would shake off dull sloth—
i1 we only keep our ambition reined
up and ready fo go a emart pace—
but human nature is lazy and even
from earliest childhood we do our
tasks better for promised rewards.

So the kiok that at firet seems like
a death blow often proves, a3 in this
oase, the beginning of a successful
businese, to eay nothing of the awak-
ening to good of the whole nature of
the viotim.

I we would only take what life
brings us in the rvight spirit we
should learn to fransform many &
kick into a blessing.—Catholic
Columbian.
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The teaching of theologians even
though unanimous, will not make
matter of divine faith ; but their con-
sent creates an intellectual tradition
againgt which no man can get his
judgment without rashness. We
should be rash if we measured our-
selves against any one of them; we
should be more rash if we set our.
selves against their unanimous
judgment.

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS
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TOO LATE

Out of the negative failures, which
rob life of o much that is fair and
sweet, few thinge can compare with
the habit of taking for granted that
our friende will understand our love
and gratitude, and appreoiation, all
without & word on our part.
Strangely enough it often happens
that the girl who is quite outspoken
in her affection aond admiration
where outsiders are concerned leaves
the home folk to take everything on
trust,

The girl who does not think her
mother a pattern of beautiful unsel-
flahness is something of a rarity, and
yoet there are comparatively few
mothers who have their daughters’
pssurance on that point. If the
average girl was half as likely to tell
her sister that her new dress is
wonderfully becoming, and tocompli-
ment her on the way she is getting
ahead in her musio, as she is to make
the eame agreeable statements to
some new acyuaintance, family life
would take on a new charm,

But perhaps it is the fathers of
households who most of all are left
to take the affection of the young
people for granted. Aflerthe sudden
death of a New York buginess man,
not many years ago, his oldest
daughter seemed absolutely incon.
solable. So passionate wae her grief
that her friends were given ¢#o
remonstrate with her, and talk of
resignation.

“You don’t understand,” she cried.
“I'm not mourning for my father, but
for myself and my lost opportunities.
Ob, how be bhas worked all these
years, He was off in the morning
before any of us were up, and home
at night, too tired to share in sny of
our pleasures. He made a fortune
for ue, but his board and clothing
wers all he got out of it. And I,
along with the reet, took it as my
right, and never “even told him that
I loved him for his self forgetfal.
ness.”

Atter it is too late, one recalls such
things with blank wonder. How
could it have happenad that the little
tender word that would have meant
g0 much was never gpoken?
How did it happen that love and
sacrifice were accepted as a matfer of
course, and those who gave them
were left to take our gratitude for
granted ? There is no andawer to the
queetion, except an unceasing heart
ache, for those of us who have let
our chances slip. But some of you
who are making this mistake, have
the opportunity to retrieve the past,
and put into words all that your
heart feels.—Catholic Sun,

TWO APPLES

Such nice rosy apples as they
were | Bennett fondled them loving-
iy, His mother had set the dish
upon the study .table just before she
left to make tan evening call. Ben-
nett eeleoted the rosiest one he
could find and handed it to his
father. Then the sat looking at the
rest.

“I'll take the next rosiest one my-
gelf,” he finally said, “but I won't eat
it to-night. I'll take it to school
with me to-morrow."”

“That is & good idea. I'll not eat
mine, either,” Mr. Rockwell observed,
handling his apple thoughtfully.
“I'll take it to the office with me to-
morrow. Then we’'ll both report to-
morrow night how they tasted,” he
added.

The next morning both left the
house, each with a rosy-cheeked
apple stowed away in his pocket.

“Good bye, son ; hopa you'll enjoy
your apple,” Mr, Rockwell called back
a8 he ran to oatch a paseing electric
car.

Bennett had polished his apple
until it was so slippery it slid around
in his pooket like a big marble.

Recess time came. He had been
thinking constantly about the rosy
apple in his pocket that it fairly slid
into his hand when he flled out be-
hind Jimmy Fagan, who never was
known to have anything in his
pooket, unlesg it might happen to be
a hole.

Suddenly a bright thought popped
into Bennett's head. And quick as
the thought the apple popped feom
his hand into Jimmy's pocket, When
Jimmy discovered it, the boy's were
playing tag.

Then that apple slid out of Jimmy's
pocket just as easily as it had slipped
into it, the polishing that Bennett
had given it had bs2en so thorough,
It disappeared, too, just about as
quickly, For when a little boy
hasn't tasted an apple for weeks and
weeke, and then suddenly finds one
in his pocket, he doesn't stop long to
wonder how it got there; he just goes
to eating.

"“Well, son, how did the apple
taste 2" Mr, Rockwell queried when
the two were alone in the study
together at the twilight hour,

“I—I didn't eat it,” Bennett stam.
mered, hanging his head,

‘Didn’t eat it ? What did you do
with i8? "

"I—I slipped it into Jimmy Fagan's
pooket, papa, Jimmy never has an
apple, and I thought perhaps he'd
like one. How did yours taste ?”
Bennett asked.

“I didn't eat mine, either, son ; I
gave it to a newsboy,” his tather con.
fessed.

Then a smile lit up both faces, as
both thought how they had enjoyed
those two rosy cheeked apples.—Ex,

—_——

Never think it is too late to touch
a soul., One more prayer, one more
appeal, tender and strong, too, one
more aot of self sacrifice offered in
gilence, may prove to be the trumpet
that shall level the walls of Jericho.

A POET'S SERMON
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In n “Poet's Corner” we chanoed
on a new vergion of the old story of
8t. Phillp Neri and the penitent
whose tongue ''did speak a vile,
malicious lie” of one he judged to be
his enemy. The lie did ite work,
Men paesed by the slandered man
with looks of scorn; old friends stood
aloof ; no one seemed to pity him ns
his fece paled and his lips trembled
when insult followed insult. The
elanderer revelled in the result of
hig evil deed. Revenge wae sweet,
and he gratified it to satiety. Then
oame the reamction., The prompting
of his better self made him see at
last the enormity of his offense. He
would oall back the lie:

But when I gought to call it home
again,

Alas ! though black and foul it had
gone forth,

I knew it not in very truth for mine,

Hailed and caught up and hurled as
it had been

By eager friends who call guch
monegters toys.

So the penitent sought St. Philip,
aeking :

"Father, what shall my great atone-
ment be !

How can I unto him whom I have
wronged,

And unto God Whose fruth I have

deformed,

reparation for this mighty

gin ?"

Make

The eaint looked at the sinner
with a reproachful yet compassionate
glance, and bade him :

‘My son go thou into the market.
place,

Take thence a bird the archer has
brought down,

With dead, limp feathers waiting to
be plucked,

Take these between thy fingers, one
by one,

Gazing not in thy walk to right or
left,

Marking not which way this one
floats, or that.

But still pureuing thy appointed way

Until the dend bird in thy hand lies
bare ;

Then backward turning, stooping in
thy path,

Uplift each tiny feather lying low,

Missing not one from out the scatter
ed shower;

Then will thy sin return to thee dis-
armed,

Powerlsss a8 when its poison lay

undrained,

will thy
complete.”

Then reparation be

Aghast, the penitent protested that
the task was beyond the power of
man to accomplish, A bird's feathexs
alry and light, floating hither and
thither on the breeze, could not be
gathered back. The wind had borne
them where sight and touch could
reach them nevermore.

“Thou sayest well,” the patient saing
replied.

“And thus the breath of slander,
wafted far

Into the market places of the world

Beareth its ecent of plague, it poison
touch

On waves that widen and return no
more

From the vast sea cof everlasting
death.”

The poet draws the moral thus :

Even so, good friends and neighbors
everyone,

Read we the page, con we its lesson
well ;

And, while we geek ite moral other-
where,

Take heed lest haply it may touch
ourselves.

“Take heed!’ To day, as in St.
Philip's time, a reputation is easily
smirched by an evil tongue ; irrepar-
able injury is done by the malicioas
lie, by idle goseip. — Sacred Heart
Review.

THE CHURCH IN
ENGLAND

In examining a new issue of the
Catholic Directory for Great Britain,
the Universe of London asks: “Is
the Church growing in England, not
only absolutely but relatively? Un.
fortunately, the gquestion can not be
answered unless against the figures
of conversions we can set flgures cf
leakage, and that we presume, is im-
poegible—at least, with anything ap-
proaching accuracy. Nevertheless,
the number of conversions is con-
giderable—9,034; this figure, be it
noted, being for the year 1914, In
proportinn to the tofal population,
the province of Liverpool shows a
greater increase than the provinces
of Westminster or Birmingham,
Another evidence of growth is to be
found in the statistice of marriages.
In 1914 the number celebrated was
18,729 (excluding the Channel Islands
and the Isle of Man), an inorease of
880 over the previous year, of 1014
over 1913, and of 1,727 over 1912,
When we come fo the sbatistics re-
lating to priests and ohurches, we
find that in England and Wales a!
the end of last year there were 3.892
secular and regular clergy and 1,891
churches, chapels and stations, the
Iatter inc'uding only those where a
weekly Maes is celebrated. As com.
pared with the previous year, the
clergy ehow a decremse of ninety
three; but it may be pointed out
that there are about 300 Army chap-
laing, many of whom are not included
in this year's total. The churches
show a gratilying inocrease of
twelve.”

ARE YOU S8CRUPULOUS?
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Are you sorupulous? If you are
perhaps you pride yoursell that the
onusee is a highly sensitivespirituality
But & great Catholio theologian
Lehmkuhl, enumerates other prok
able reasons:

1 A melancholy snd timid dis
position,

2 A disensed state of the brain
and of the nervous syetem,

8 Weaknees caused by overwork,
ttudy or austerities.

4 Weakness of jndgment.

5 Pride and self conceit,

6 Suggestion by reading scrupu-
lous authors or coming under the in.
fluence of a too scrupulous contessor,

As the causes of scrupulosity nre
often purely physical, physioians are
often called wpon to handle guch
onses, Their oflses are not, as a
confessor's are ept to be, concerned
with moral problems purely, But
they classify all such patiente under
the hend of those who are laboring
under fixed {deas.

In the first clasa of fixed ideas, the
intellect alone is concerned, An
example of this sord is one who is
“daft” on the subject ol arithmetic—
like the ecclesiastical student who
attended Mass at a certain church,
Sunday alter Sunday, in order to
count the number of men, women
and children who were there,

In the second class the emotions as
well as the intellect are concerned.
Here is where ecruple: are placed.
The scrupulous person is obsessed
with the idea that he is committing
8in, and is morbidly anxious about
it—like the worker in acocoa factory
who became fearful thatthe poigonouns
red lead ueed in fastening certain hot
pipes would become mixed with the
cocoa. He used to clean and reclean
the tine. Finally, five years after he
stopped manufacturing, he read of a
child dying from some chocolate she
bad eaten, and thereupon accused
himeelf of killing her. The will of
the ecrupulous person is not,however,
gone, and he therefore can still be
taught to resist his unhealthy
obgeesion.

In the third claes come those who
have lost all control over their will.
Here belong kleptomaniace, dipso-
maniace, and many other instances.

When the confessor realizes that
soruples are caused by
degenc ratior, he will, while prescrib

physical |

Thomas Slater, 8, J,, also take ocare
to recommend his penitent to see a
doctor, or he will himselt adviee a
holiday or feeding wup., As the
scruples are nothing but empty
fanrs, he will briefly point this out to
his penitent, and as the scrupulous
state has been formsd by indulging
those fenrs, the confessor will take
oare a8 far as possible to stop the
process of foeteriog them. He will
not allow anything to be said adout
them, they musé not ba conlessed,
nor even thought about if that is
possible, With this cbject in view,
he will presoribe constant ocoupation
in interesting work of one form or
aaother, Such indirec) remedies are
often most effective, but they should
ba supplemented by direct action
ogaingt the scrupulons dread, much
in the sams way tha? a horse is
taught to face objects at which it is
acoustomed to shy,

If the scruples have their origin
in indiecreet fervor, the penitent
should be taught that God aske for
reasonable sexvice, and that spiritual
progress, if it is to be lasting, is
always elow and gradual, If the
oauee is some form of pride, the con
fessor will know how to adminster a
paternal spubbing when the occasion
arises,

An humble consciousness of one's
own wenkness acd a consequent
trust in God are great safeguarde
egninet tha danger of scruples.—New
World,

CAN PROTESTANTS BE
SAVED?

Oltener than one would suppose
is this question put by non-Catholics
to priests who are condacting a
miesion, or to Cathelios in a course
of private oconversation. Whether
the query is put in a sativical sense,
or whether the inguirer is really
{ bent on knowing the truth, one can.
| not always say ; but the fact remains
| that in nearly all communications
! that take place between Protestants
| and the people of our faith, the non.

Catholic is desirous of knowing the
Catholic position with regard to
| those outeide the pale of the true
| Church. Perhans as good & reply as
can be made, is found in the excellent
litsle work, Catbolic Belief, by Rev.
Joseph Fra Di Bruno:
Catholics do vo! believe that Pro-

a good life, love God and their neigh-
bor, and are blamelessly ignorant of
the just ola'mas of the Catholie religion
to be the only one srue religion
(which is ca led baing in good faith)
are excluded from heaven, provided
they believe that there is one God in
three Divine pereoos; tuat God will
duly reward the good and punish the
wicked ; that Jasus Christ {s the Son
of God made man, Who redeemed us,
and in Whom we must trust for our
salvation, and provided they thor.
oughly repent o! haviog ever, by
their sine, offended God,

Catholics hold that Protestants
who have theee diepoeitione and who
have no suipiclon ot their religion
being false, and no means to discover,
or fail in their honest endeavors to
discover the true religion, and who
are 8o dieposed in their heart that
they would at any cost embrace the
Catholic religion, it they knew it to
be the true one, are COatholics in

spirit and in eome sense within the
Catholic Church without themselves
knowing it. Sne holds that these
Christians belong to and are united |
fo the “soul” a8 it is called of the !
Catholic Church, although they are |
nob united to the vieible body of the |
Church by external communion with |
her and by the cutward profeseion of
her faith,—1ke Missionary
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LEADERS IN SWITZERLAND
Switzerland ig happy in having
three Catholics occupying the most
important positions in her national
affaire at the present time. The
pregident of the Hslvetic senate or
premier, a8 we should eay, M. Python,
is a veteran Catholic of the Fribourg
canton, which hae already given
Monsignor Colliard to the Bishoprio
of Lausanne and Geneva, M.i
Python was largely responsible for |
the foundation of the Ualversity of |
Fribourg, which has done so much |
for Swiss Catholics, snd which has |
rendered great roientific and literary
services to the world in general.
The vice president of the Council of
State, M. le Landemanu Bue!sr, who |
was recently feted at Morgarten, is |
alio a Catholic, and the so ual presi. |
dent of Switzerland, M. Motta, who |
comes from the Italian Canton of |
Ticino, is also a Catholic, Thus the !
three divisious of the federal states,
the Frenoh, the Germen and gbe

BEVEN

lio exponents io the government of
the federation at the preient time,—
Intermountain Cetholie,
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Actress Tells Secret

A Well Known Actress Tells How She
Darkened Her Gray and
Promoted Its Growth With a
Simple Home Made Mixture

Hair

Miss
actress,
with a si
mixed at home
Chicago, 1l1.,
statement

Blanche

can darken th
it soft and
recipe, whicl
To a half pint
poun I
ingredier

store at very litt
131r twice a \
remuired

It
of

ing other remedies, nccordiog to , testants who are baptized, who lead | Italian, are all represented by Catho- | and falling
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