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e one of the editions of last
‘:o::l‘: paper ; in order to have bad it
circulated before the delivery of the
Infidel lecture last Sunday.

It is now published, hoplng that it
may catch the eye ard attention of
some of our good Christian cltizens,

atriots, and legislators, who may be
moved to inaugurate such legislative
action and machinery, as will soon
give us the Necessary Law, suitable to
the present time and emergency,
whereby we can stop, forthwith ard
forever, this blasphemous Infidel, who
{g hoth the enemy of God and man ;
and for whom, however, we still pray
—May God have mercy on his soul.

Amen,

THE MAY DEVOTIONS.

Among all the particular pieties
which Catholics practice during the
different months of the year, there are
few,—if, indeed, there be any— which
commend themselves more readily and
generally to the faithful than the May
devotions. So popular, in sooth, have
these devotions become in this country
that it is now practically a universal
custom to hold them in our churches
daily during May ; acd each year
sees & larger attendance of people at
these May services.

Popular as these devotions are, how-
ever, in this country and throughout
all Catholic Christendom, their origin
is not at all certain. In fact, one may
say of them what the learned and pious
Cardinal Bona once eaid of the devo
tion which the Church has always
rendered the Mother of God: ‘‘Its
commencement can not be shown ; it
was introduced by ro decree of & pon-
tiff, no sanction of & council, no custom
of known origin, but in every age and
and in all time the faithful have been
wont to honor and venerate in the
highest degree the Queen of Heaven.”
The very name of the present month
would suggest the May devotions to
the truly Catholic heart, and In all
probability it was from sich a source
that the devotions first had their
origin. And once the practice of con-
secrating May to the honor of the Im-
maculate Maid and Mother of God was
instituted, its eubsequent growth and
popularity were assured ; for the
beauty of the practice was sclf appar
ent, aud its efficaciousness was speedily
attested by the rich favors and graces
vouchsafcd to those who complied with
its requirements.

While it is uncertain, however, when
this appropriate and beautiful practice
first began—though it is probable that
it is of ancient institution—we can find
traces or indications of it as far back
as the fifteenth centuiy. There are
even those who attribute its populariz
aticn to Blessed Henry Suso, the Dom-
inican friar who died in the cdor of
sanctity at Ulm in 1365; and mention

is made by contemporary writers of a

pious custom which prevailed in Man
tua as early as the year 1442 of light-
ing a candle ou the aitar of the Blessed
Virgin daily during the month of May.

Martin V., who occupied the PapeiSee in

the early part of the fifteenth century,

granted Plenary Indulgences to all whe
fulfilled the prescribed conditicns on
the Sundays of May. O:hers attribute
the propagation of the devotions, if not

their institution as they are now prac-
ticed, to St. Philip Neri, the Oratorian

founder of the sixteenth century, while
others still name Father Lalomila, a

Roman Jesuit, as their originator, be-

cause of the fact that in 174S he pub-
lished an Itallan work entitled ‘‘The
Morth of Maiy.” As some ome, how-
ever, has remarkcd, the appearance of
that book was of itself evidence that the
devotions which it commended and the
methods of which it set forth were al-

ready in existence.
It seems to be generally acknow:

ledged that this work, Father Lalomia’s
“Month of Mary,” gave a great im-

petus to the May devotions in Italy.

The book was scon translated into
other languages, and the plety it
sought to promote crossed the Alps and
spread through France and other
European lands. In France the devo-
tion was propagated very widely
through the zeal of Madame Loulse de
France, a plous Carmelite at St. Dédis,
who caused Father Lalomia's book to
be translated into French and other-
wise urged the consecration of May to
the Mother of God. As a conscqueuce
of her efforts and those of the many
zealous souls who co-operated with her,
‘“altars were everywhere bullt for the
month of May,” saysa writer on the
subject, ‘‘in cathedrals as we!l as in
humble village chapels ; and at the
present day it would be hard to find a
chapel in France, no matter how
humble or obscure, that does not re-
ceive its fragrant offerings during the
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the church, people make choice of a
little shrine, or some Christian resl-
dence, wherein to hold their meetings.
Families-in the country, living apart
from others, lay flowers at the feet of
their statue of the Madonna, and sur-
rounding it at night, they offer up
their prayers, and read some pious

book., "

Why may we not imitate here the
fervor and enthusiasm which the
French faithful display during the
month of May? There are many
reasons why devotion to Mary in every
form should find faver in thls fortun-
ate land of ours. It was her blessed
name that the caravel bore which
brought the great discoverer of the
western world to this hemisphere. It
Was in her holy namo that the first mis-
sionaries here began their self-sacrific-
ibg Jabors among the aborigines.
The earliest American explorers be-
Stowed the same name on the faireit
rivers, gulfs, capes and lands they
me! ; and in one form or another even
yet Mary's name is written a'l over
our pational domain. Nor will we
iack gancticn for cur Marian devotiors,

wnn Fuam

for by rescripts dated Maich 21, 1815,
and Juoe 18, 1822, Pius VIL, of
treasured memory, wishing to en
courage the faithful to the practice of
this beautiful piety, granted special
Iudulgences, which are applicable to
the sou's in purgatory, to all who,
during the month of May, say tome

prayer or perform some act of piety,

either publicly or privately, in honor
of the Blessed Virgin, to whom the

month is dedicated, —Sacred Heart Ro
view.
PR ey S

PSEUDO CATHOLICISM.

An odd feature of this proverbially

critical and practical age is the growth
of pseudo-Catholicism, This movement

is from the point of view of familiar
facts one of the most curious delucions
in the whole range of history. The
prophets thereof calmly repudiating
the traditional views held by their own
Church concerning herself, and ignor-
log the avowed purposes and actual
achievements of the worthies who out-
lawed the ancieut faith and desecrate
the ancient altars of Eogland have

pounded a new theory abeul g~
lish Reformation. The old Church was
not rooted cut as was the case of Ger-
many. Papal supremacy (which wasa
profave novelty born of Papal arre-
gauce) was abolished, but every essen-
tial point of Catholic doctrine was con-
gcientlously preserved, Some little
taint of 1 rotestantisin was absorbed,
but not enough to destroy the vitality
of the Church. A great deal of non-
sense has been wiitien and spoken
about the genesis of the Establishment.
The truth is, as the new school is dili-
gent in asserting, that what was ignor-
antly supposed to be a new Church is
really as old as English Christianity.
The whole contention of the pseudo-
Catholics is apt to bewilder people who

Tuder period of Euglish history, Oae
ts reminded, somehow, of Archbishop
Whately's ‘‘ Historic Doubts.” In the
name of logic he invites his readers to
velieve that no such person as Napoleon
Bonaparte ever existed. lu the name
of romantic Anglicanism the world is
invited to belleve that the English Re-
formation as its leaders knew it and ag
the Establishment proves it to have
been, is an exploded ‘able. Says
Principal Fairbairn in his recently
published book of eesays, ‘' there is no

how completely a professedly historical
movement can be independent of his-
torical truth.” And yet uvhistorical,
as it is, pseudo-Catholicism has its large
and earnest following, ito consciously
picturecque array of confessors and

white, new is old, and theory prevai's
over inconvenient history.

“ Continuity " is the shibboleth of
the new school. England broke with
the Pope. She did not break with the
Catholic past as was done by Germany.
The ‘‘K:clesia Anglicana ™ retained
the old doctrines, sacraments and
orders. She was shackled by the secu-
lar power, and infected, not eunough,
however, to impair her vitality, with

she is shaking off her fetters and purg-

English Bishops from Augustioe down

uot the possassion of old titles, digni-

not make the monk.

stones.

she was no dead branch, but did always
Wae can respect the
high ideals and the earnestness of these
men, but at the same time we cannot
blind ourselves to the fact that their
contention rests on a basis airy as the
fabric of a vision,
member of the Orthodox Greek Church

abide in the Vine.

They are what a
from an apostate church.”—Provideuce

CHURCH DOL‘TRINEV AND
CHURCH DISCIPLINE.

Matters in Which

From the Monitor
m g ooy
The Pope's letter raises a question
portions of the
There are doctrines and prac-
tices in the Cburch which cannot be
changed or abrog i

the Bishop may
The reason is simple,

abolish whatever is of divine origin

abrogate the laws of & superior, and
the Church is subject to God
Church may, it ehe sees fit, dispense or
alter whatever sheo
For example, & Bishop may
enact laws for his diocese and raay
abolich them. The Pope may legislate
for the Universal Church and may in
the courge of time change his own laws.
But the Bishop, being inferior and sub-
jset to the Pope, cannot dispense with
the general laws of the Church except
in so far as he has been granted power.
Father Rickaby goes into details in
the following explanation :

There are in the Church ‘‘ credenda ”
and ‘‘agends,” things to believe ard
things to do—in other words, doctrine
With regard to doc
trine, the Church has only the power of
a herald to proclaim. She cannot alter
the matter of the proclamation put in
her mouth by Christ and His Holy
She has nothing to uusay.
She can only say more fully and com-
pletely what she has always said.
{s otherwise with her discipline.
foundations of her discipline are the
natural moral law, and over that she
has no power, except to proclaim it in
her pulpits and enforce it in her splirit-
ual tribunals ; also certain enactments
of Christ Himself touching the sacra-
matter and form,
touching the hierarchical constitution
of the Cturch—these enactments she
can but stand by and obey.
above these foundations is superim-

fancy themselves familiar with tha
and discipline.

more splendid example anywhere of

even its petty martyrs. Dlack is
customs, making up what is commonly
uaderstood by the discipline of the
Church, Here the Church is no longer
she is lawgiver.
these laws and she can abolish them.
It is the discipline, not the doctrine of
the Church, that can be altered to meet
local and temporal exigencies.
it may be said with a fair measure of
truth that no one system of discipline
can be adapted to the requirements of
the virus of Protestantism. Just now
The following are some matters of
Church discipline, variable by Church
authority. The liturgy of sacrifice
and of the seven sacraments, except
such parts as were determined by
The language of the

ing herself of Protestant errors, to the
gecandal of Anglicans who believa that
the Establishment is essentially Pro-
testant. And we ara invited, as co-
gent preof of ‘ continuity,” to gaze|Christ Himself.
upon the long roll of the names of
to Frederick Temple and Mandell

j in which matters the
Creighton. The test of continuity is

Church has interfered much less than
the might have done.
ties and properties, but rather identity Religious orders, their

of belief and practice. The habit does
Fasting and abstinence,
Forms of procedure
Sundry, not all

The best evidence as to what was
done in England in the sixteenth cen-
tury is the words and works of the men
who took part in the tragedy of the
English Reformation. And one won-
ders what the three worthies whose
« Memorial,” with its significant in-
scription is to be seen at Oxford and
whose views on the subject of religion
admit of no misconception, would say
to all this babble about ‘‘ continuity.”
Up to a certain period England was
Catholic—Roman Catholic. Then came
the national apostasy, to advance
which the whole might of the civil
power was put forth. The old faith
was outlawed, the Mass, the central
and distinctive act of the Catholic relig-
fon was proscribed and the consecrated
altar-slabs were turned into paving

ecclesiastical cases,
of the impediments to matrimony.
Forbidden books.
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Lloyd Oshorne, the friend and fellow-
penman of Stevenson, has written a
lotter in which he, too, bears witness
30 | that the London Misstonary Society's
antagonism to Mataafa because he is &
75 | Catholic s ‘“the whole cause of the

American Chief-Justice, Mr. Chambers,
he characterizes as ‘‘a man of the
narrowest evangelical views,” and the
policy of our country in the Mataafa
i | affair as ** brutally wrong.” Mr. O3
borne was -nce U, S, Consul in Samoa,
25 | and knows the situation thoroughly.—
4 ! Ave Maria,
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enter into men and trouble them. At the
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25 | large in tha same way, seeling habitation
in those who by careless or unwise living
40} invite him. And once he enters a man it is
15 difficult to dislodge him. He that finds him-
2 | self so possessed should know that a valiant
40 | friend to do battle for him with the unseen
foe is Parmelee’s Vegetable Pills, which are
30 | ever ready for the trial,
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w| tor that this paymaster awill
"V do his duty.
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