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for the surplus water. If the earth is pressed 
tumly about the roots the plant will receive all 
the moisture it requires before this escape is 
made A space of about a quarter or a half 
an men should be left between the surface of 
the sou and the rim of the pot or box, that the 
water may not wash the earth over the edges 
to the floor or into the saucers, but be allowed 
to stand and work gradually down.

Comsponknte. sufficient to v 
is about ‘ hll other stock off. That
the 'O. I *** substance of the law in most of 

' hud I believe it works well; at
IbSét I never heard one word against it 
Ulther by agricultural papers, or persons 
talking about them, and I am sure a saving 
to farmers would be the result of a change.

Very truly y

in spring, and afterwards cultivated an 
harrowed, I then made a mark with th 
plough every 30 inches, and about 8 inch* 
deep. I planted the potatoes of middlin 
sized seed from good potatoes; I the 
covered with the plough pretty deep an 
harrowed them twice over when aboe 
coming through the ground—the ground wi 
clean and mellow afterwards. 1 then fin 
rowed them up with a common plow, with 
piece of wood for a second board, whie 
made it a double moulder.

If you think this will be any benefit 1 
you or brother farmers you e*» insert it i 
your valuable paper the Advocate.

Yours truly

Dorchester Station,-1873. ; , ..y
P. S.>—By-the-by, I might mention I ha 

potatoes around the house both thes 
years which were badly eaten, with the pest 
Ihe way I went to work in putting in th 
seed was, I made 8 furrows, then slarted 
planters; when 3 drills were planted loovere 
the first drill, then coining from the far en 
I opened another for the seed, the thre 
planters keeping thé teams going steady 
opening and covering alternately. J. L.

Dear Sir,—-Can some of your subscriber 
give instructions concerning ice houses?

B. Wannivray.

In the last issue of the Advocate J n0. 
ticed you touched on the tricks, <jf ’ 0, - "
men in your part of the country. V. " • -Il^> ' 
with the remarks, and hop-- lvÇ<*8 l*NW8< 1 
from them. Bad as it ar J toity result 
with you, it hardly eo" 10 have been
that took place at t1 „ * p . --l.err<?r or Worse 
instance, one ex' exhibition here. For 
medal for the ' J?,*??’ competing for the 
eleven vari ,t,W entered
seven first. prizes* Anr.ii. -i16 K^netl
nineteen varictitia an A ^er exhibitor entered
still the mcdal ’ was T

tod Sty made°etyvenkeent^rn I^yE
EEr-5S

ar P-^catoes-lOl bushels to the
S Tth > 15“ b.eat that a little. Last 
Xt! 1 planted half an acre Early Rose 
potatoes; we commenced to dig them the 
Ugû of July; after the first week we used all 
we vented in the family, and there are ten of 
us. When I dug them in the fall I had 
one hundred bushels that I put in the pit. 

Yours respectfully,

Fullarton, Dec. 10, 1873.

Moderately warm water seems most agree­
able to these adopted children of ours, aod 
surely they thrive best when indulged in this 
respect.

ours,
C. Johnson.

ASSESSMENT.
Sut,—In your last paper you propose a 

change in the time of doing statute labor." 
Would it not be well to propose a change in 
the time and mode of assessment? How nan 
an assessor do his duty when the land here 
in the north is covered up in a great coat of 
snow—say two feet deep? Onr taxes are in­
creasing, and it is of growing importance 
that our assessment should be equalized, and 
especially that it should not depend at all 
upon the political opinions or social position 
of the party assessed.

Yours,
Bushwhacker.

Much that is erroneous has been said of the 
darker of watering house plants too fireelv ;

KkeMMrsss-ssias:
are very porous and evaporation throu ghthem 
takes place speedily in our warm, dry rooms, 
ihe earth should never be allowed to become 
dust dry ; neither should the water jta«d all 
day in pools about the roots and low sr stems 
able tIlUS a*'an<^in=’ become sour and dicagree-

Every flowerpot should stand on a saucer or 
plate, and there should be a hole in the bottom 
of the pot, bo that the dry S' il may absorb water if it is poured on the plate. A^Tien the 
soil will absorb no more, the water in the sau­
cer should be turned out. —A. Y. HeraUd

John Lawson.

some

Feather.

HOW TO TEST SEEDS.
biR,—Although I have retired from farm- 

ing, I like to see what is going on, and I 
think the Advocate is worth more than all 
I pay for it. Here is my plan for testing 
the vitality of seed:—

I cut two sods with a sharp spade or 
shovel; lay one sod down in a convenient, 
sunny place, with the grass side down. 
Then I strew a few seeds on it, and cover 
with the other sod, the grass part up, and 
m a few hours what is good of the seed will 
begin to sprout. 'By just lifting the top sod 
you can watch its progress without disturb­
ing the seed on the seed bed.

If the land is very dry I pour a pailful of 
water on the spot from which I am going to 
take the sods. John Jones.

PLANTS FOR THE WINDOW.
The selection of plants for window, vases den- 

ends essentially upon which side is to be the 
point of view. If chiefly from the outside larv 
leaves and large colors show best, such as bull * 
or well grown foliage plants, as begonias f *•- 
keep under glass shades to preserve the - >
sary air moisture with the warmth ^3es" 
they require. But if the vase is seer 'fhich
from the inside, the case is very tj£biefly 
Colors will not show well again? jMerent. 
but neatness of outline and grace' f the light, 
of spray will show with great < Wantonness 
ally if seen against the sky r >"*^?nce> especi- 
glass intervening. The - the panes of
Coliseum ivy (Linarie cr curls of the
glety smilax,( Myrttiph or the rin-
of Gypsophila and s )I or the fine turfs
Galiums, and othe z*?e. Sa*ifrages, Sedums, 
are gracefully ir a*Pln plants and grasses 
movements of ery turn, like the unstudied 
not be wan* / i°you* child, and color will 
their tin' „ Leave thin enough to show
the sk "f transparently show them against 
P1»r'^"/e,til^eaA advantage. Most of these 

dry Mr V6ry "^-Country

Dunns ville, Dec. 1873.
Î

.Th® American Dairymen’s Assoeiatioi 
will hold its mnth annual convention at Uti
18741' Y'* °n the 13th’ Uth’ *nd 15th Han­

over

W. Flodge.
i,i i rtUf lo ,ufiî 
•ri) ,»vo4" utj ,

SPRING wheat.
.Dear Sra,—The three pounds of Farrow 

Wheat that I procured from you last veai 
yielded 43 bushels, which I tiiink . gram 
yield for common oultivatien. There ww 
«mother new variety 0f wheat introduoed ii 
tins neighborhood last year; it is ealled th< 
Red Fair Wheat. It is bearded wheat, and 
seems to be ahead of any variety in thii
part. I send you a few grains. ^

Joseph
, Lansdown.

Thanks for the sample sent. It ie of fail
^ ^°V1llike to knew more about

it. Where did it come from? Ie there 
much of it ,n your section? What return 
has it yielded per acre? I would like to 
see a head of it. Should it prove to be bet- 
ter than any of the old varieties it would be 
valuable. Ed. F. A.

Dear Sir,—I saw an article in one of 
your papers about cattle having choked, and 
that something soft should be used in the 
throat, such as a rope, to relieve them. 
JNow.I wiUgive youmy experienced relieving 
choked cattle or horses, and you can give 
it to the public through your valuable paper 
if you think it is of any value.

I was away from home. My wife and 
boy were finding the cows, and one of them 
got choked with a turnip. My wife sent 
for the neighbors, and they came to relieve 
the cow. One got her by the horns, and 
another poked a stick down her throat, and 
unfortunately it was a pine stick. They 
drove the turnip down, but broke the stick 
off in her throat; and the last choke 
worse than the first.

POTATOES.

Mr. Editor,—In renewing my subscrip­
tion for the Farmer’s Advocate, I will 
give you a report of my potato crop this 
season. I have been successful, whim m 
neighbors have scarcely any crop; and 
have to thank the ADVOCATsjfor my success. 
I had your directions last spring and I fol­
lowed them. I selected for my potato 
a plot as remote as possible from where po­
tatoes had been planted before. It was a 
four-acre field by the side of the wood. It 
had been under com the past year, the first 
since it was cleared. I ploughed it in the 
fall. Ihis I do with all my land, unless it 
it be sod. I planted the potatoes in drills 
opening the drills shallow, and covering 
them deep, and then leveling them some­
what with the harrow. I used no manure, 
ion from thc four acres not less than 
700 bushels, realizing from good crop and 
high prices-fully $100 per acre. I was very 
little troubled with bugs, as I selected the 
plot for them as you advised. To screen 
them from the bugs I planted corn on the 
only exposed side; but the seed com per­
ished—a general complaint of the season— 
and some hugs from my neighbors’ fields at­
tacked the exposed comer, and they were 
the only ones I had to contend with. This 
one instance proves the value of your paper 
to farmers. John Lawson.

Dorchester, Dec. 6, 1873.

I

SAVING TREES FROM MICE.
" We would call the special attention of farmers 

again to the importance of "protecting their 
young trees against the winter ravage of mice 
The work required to do this is but trifling 
and pays largely Teere are numerous ways for 
accomplishing the desired end, but the 
«effectual and convenient we have ever nsed iH 
to bank with earth the trunks up a few inches 
Ifrem the surface of the ground. A wag. 
igon load of dirt will bank a large number of 
trees, and if rich soil, a double benefit may be 
•derived bv spreading the same over the roots 
•of the tr ies in spring. An exchange strongly 
urgesa p!an which we do not think as good 

the above, yet we give it for what it is worth " 
It says to bandage up the stems of the old 
trees with any cotton or wollen cloths, or of 
old muslin with two or three wrannimrs let .ting the bandage go into the grounefan inch or 
Uv°, and six or eight inches aboveground, and

crop

was
clevist in her mouth and couMfe^Uhe^tick 

run into the back of her head. Some advised 
my wife to kill her, but she said that 
would not until I came home. I arrived 
home at 7 in the evening. The stick was 
broken m her throat at eleven o’clock in the 
morning. I went immediately to the yard 
to see the cow and found the stick in her 
throat I got her by the horns to turn her 
around and she fell on a patch of ice, and 
then went straight for the barn and threw 
out the stick, which measured 214 inches in 
length and 1 inch in diameter; and then I 
could see that there were other ways to re­
lieve them without sticks and ropes The 
next cow that I got choked I thought I 

This Should certainly be renewed every aut- W°Ul' c aB, e*Periment with. I lad a 
umnif necessary, until the trees are large en- ? f °Ju bara ,leadl“g to my barn-yard. I 
eugh not to be injured. Th- se who are in ear- took the top bars down and left three lower 

try thj“ and aave t!‘eir bars ?n- and 1 took the whip and made the 
to devoid a wül,betoo much troubie for others Çow jump over the bars, and she was re 
2mv Inrl a c'-up e of hours to this labor annu- heved. That is the way I relieve all mv 
& and they will rather .run race with the choked cattle and horsesf and I never knew

it to fail. Sometimes I jump them 
twice and I find that the action of raising 
and the sudden drop on the front legs dis­
lodges what ,s in the throat, and no injury

t0 the C,attle‘ A womal1 or a boy in 
this way can relieve a choked cow or a horse 
if the man is from home.

most
she

FEEDING HORSES.

M. Sansion, Professor of Noology, has been 
investigating the relatione between the food 
given to draught horsee and the amount olFPiFSaæiïMsn
pany of Parie, he finde that the rations in 
practice given to the horse are in conformity 
with science and the views of the Company— 
to feed the animals so that they will not ran 
into flesh, they will lose nothing in strength. 
The mean averse weight ofaTma-hotw is 
1,800 pounds; he is employed four hours 
daily drawing a weight of two and three- 
quarter tone, at the rate of two and a half 
yards a second. Each horse’s daily rations 
consist of nine pounds of hay, twenty pounds
bran*”’ 0116 a Susrter pound of

OIDEB VINEGAR.

mother’ can be obtained by the iddof » „ook 
m«le of wire. Stop it up and place it wh^ It The,warmer the place the sooner

?° with the ide^rof left
barrel «tending open to catch Meeor 

other insects equally as objectionable.

as

Mr. Editor,—The 28 pounds of Scott 
Wheat you sent me yielded 10 bushels this 
season, which was better than any other va­
riety grown here; and I need it all for seed. 

a .. , „ Benjamin Smith.
•Scotland, November 19, 1873,

over

Mr. A. Smith, of Ailsa Craig, is gradu­
ally working his way up>ardas a Durham 
breeder. We presume that at the present 
time his herd of Durhams is ahead of any 
ot the other herds now owned in Middle- 
eex He has among his herd one of the
Canada ^ ^ Boot8 1)11118 to be found in

,A|=0*™™mNi,"i„e:h„ld in Toronto 

for the purpose of devising plans for the 18 brou8ht about—I mean fences. Fencing 
management of the Agricultural College. mate.nal « becoming scarce and more ex- 
Of course the doors are closed, and no- GI® ®V6ry ?tar’ and as the law now 
thing can be known positively except to S ’ f® arC obhSed to fence against aU 
the select few y 1 stock pasturing upon the roads, or roammv

_______________________ atlarge. Now I would suggest that all
have °aüknrea,dr "p° vtoire their 8ona to eff f°d the’ law'%o altered ^to
tbJr6 ? knowledge of the veterinary art, effect 1and further that the law shall only
th!n\Lnnbntter lnstltution in Ontario unoifthjr™®” *° -®nce their own atoc^ 
than the College managed by A. Smith T th„.n Premises, or in other words 
rn Toronto. • 6 y ltn> a fence that is sufficient to keep a man’

stock on his own farm, shaU in law be deemed

Dear Sir,—I got stock and interest for 
what I gave you for the Advocate last year 

just from a little said in it about the 
potato bug. Last year (18721 I planted a 
little over an acre ot potatoes, about a 
quarter of a mile from any others; the bug 
did them little harm, and I had a good crop.
My neighbors’ potatoes were badly eaten; 
the reason I assign to mine being saved from 
the bug is what you advocated in your 
paper, “ plant as far away from the previous

îtiiraAssiKîjaa

Asthe faU, after oats grown on sod. I hfrrowed I fottnd insectrClfied3dr0Ught' W6t

Yours respectfully,
Th.James Brayley.

Fences.
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