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bonds of interest, of trade, of commerce,
of business and general intercourse in af-
fairs. We have considered this problem
and decided that in order to develop those
enormous territories in future it is neces- -
sary that exceptional e¢ncouragement
should be given to the products of each
part of the Empire. We believe that a
system of preference could be established
without involving the imposition of food
burdens. We believe it can be done with-
out that; and of course with food the
scarcest and dearest this is not a time
to talk of putting additional burdens on
food. But for the purpose of a prefer-

Major Hunt: **Does it apply to food?”
Mr. Bonar Law: “The resolution which

I have read leaves the question open. [t

does not involve tax ation on food.”

The first thought that must come, from the
reading of these references to the question is:
If no present action is contemplated, if no-
thing is to be done, during the war, it the great
(‘ommonwealth of Australia has had no voice
in the matter, if it is necessary to have “due
regard for the interests of our Allies,”” why
should any resolutions be passed now, why
should any announcement be made, necessar-
ily of a vague and inconclusive character?

Vitally important is the last sentence of Mr.




