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the decision of the word of God there must be no
appeal. When God speaks, man must bow. It 
is not by any means a question of obstinate ad
herence to a man’s own notions. Quite the op
posite. It is a reverent adherence to the word of 
God. Let the reader distinctly mark this. It 
often happens that, when one is determined, 
through grace, to abide by scripture, he will be 
pronounced dogmatic, intolerant and imperious ; 
and, no doubt, one has to watch over his temper,
spirit, and style, even when seeking to abide by 
the word of God. But, be it well remembered 
that obedience to Christ’s commandments is the
opposite of imperiousness, dogmatism, and in
tolerance. It is not a little strange that when a 
man tamely consents to place his conscience in 
the keeping of his fellow, and to bow down his 
understanding to the opinions of men, he is con
sidered meek, modest, and liberal ; but let him 
reverently bow to the authority of holy scripture, 
and he will be looked upon as self-confident, dog
matic, and narrow-minded. Be it so. The time 
is rapidly approaching when obedience shall be 
called by its right name, and meet its recognition 
and reward. For that moment the faithful must 
be content to wait, and, while waiting for it, be 
quite satisfied to let men call them whatever they 
please. “The Lord knoweth the thoughts of 
man, that they are vanity.” (Psalms xciv. n.)

“ Study to shew thyself approved unto God.”— 
a Tim. ii. 15.
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