The Symbolism of Baptism.
Rev. J. S,

It is acapital idea, in protiacted mecting work,
after one pots the car of the pople, 1o present
Erictlv, as opportnnity aliords alone throngh the
meeting, the sywholic moaning of baptisim Foa
instance, there s an lnportant sense in which
haptism symbolizes, or doclires the vemitssian of
sins throngn Cath dn the Bload of Clhinst Jesns
1 John, 1oy Take ss an tllostration the ease of
Sanl of Tares: when he was couvicted of sinon
his wav to Daneens. Anmins was sont to
|m-|~‘h;tln- Lotd Jesns unto lum, that he might
receive sight and be filled with the Holv Giost
Tmmediately after he was instructed concermng
the Christ, scales, as it were, tell from his cves
and he recenved sight forthwith, Now notiee,
after he was filled with the Tty Ghost and he
had tece ved sight, Anants eonovanded him o
anse and be baptized and wash awav his sins
not Diterally surelv, bt howatively ~haptism
was the symbolical represenition of the washing
away ot sias  Just as om o the case of the leper,
whocame hesecciing Chirist to cleatise i, ~ay-
ing I thou wilt thon canst make me clean,
And Jesus moved with compassion. pnt forth his
hand and tonched Lim, and said unto him, § will,
be thou clean.  And as soon as he had spoken,
immcdiately the leprosy deperted from him and
he was cleansed.”  And Josis, “Said unto him
go thy way, show thysclt to the priest, and offer
for thy cleansing those things which Moses com
manded tor a testimony unto them  Notice,
the Savior fisst cleansed the feper, made him
clean, then required  hime 1o be ceremonially
cleansed as a testimony to all the people that he
wias really cleansd So baptism is a public
testimony ot symbolical declaration of the wash-
ing away of sins,

Again, the Scriptures teach that Christ died
for our sins, that he was huried and that he yvose
from the grave on the third day. 1 Cor, 153,
4. Now this bunal and reswrrection are svin-
bolically declared by baptism. When a ehild of
God is bhuried by baptism that act points back,
almost 1900 vears to the burial of Christ in Jo-
seph's new sepulchre and when the heliever is
ratsed from the watery grave, that s an index
finger pointing to the resurrection of Christ,
who was ratsed up by the glorv ot the Father,
Rom. 6:4, 5. Just as the Lord's Supper svm
bholically represents his burial and reswrrection:
hience the two ordinances svmbaolize the three
great facts of the blessed gospel. Likewise onr
death to sin and entrance upon a new life is
declared to the world in the act of baptism “We
are buried with him by baptism wnto death; that
like as Christ was rased up trom the dead by the
glory of the Father ever so we also shonld walk
m newness of life.”  Afier death comes the
barial—we die to sin and svmbolieally declare
the fact by being b ri<l i baptis o, and as
Christ arose from th g ave preparatory to his
futercessory work, so we arise from the watery
grave to hive a new hie-—we have new ains, new
dusires, new motives, new aspirations, ete

The writer has made it a point, for years. in
his protracted  meeting work, (o present  the
practical significance of haptism with verv grati-
fying results. It is no unommon thing for
people of other denominations to e thus led into
the trath and imduced to follow the Savior in his
expressive ordinance.  Ina recent meeting in
the southwestern part of the state, there were
among the nineteen additions to the church, four
intelligent ladies members of the Cumberland
Presbyterian church, who came out and were
baptized into  the fellowship of the Baptist
church, thos symbolizing the truths mentioned
above.  The gospel in symbal s first class
preaching for the masses,
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The Right R.ng in South At.ica.

The Baptist Argus rejoices in the growing
solidarity of the Baptists of the world.  We are
contributing what we can toward that end.
There is a Pan-Baptist consciousness which is
coming into existence. gy and by, there will be
a Pan-Baptist Convention. It is coming. Mean-
while, the Baptists of the world are getting a
new sense of responsibility and the heroism of
duty is widening. Take this abstract of “‘ecclesi-
" astical principles’” as set forth in ‘‘The South
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! African  Baptist;"

[ tian wsage, cach ehnrel has its hishop or pastor,

who assisted by the connsel o preshyters or
deacans in carrving on divine worship, admmis-
taitg the ordimances, and divecting  church

affuirs agrecably to the Holy Scriptures.  In the
admession of members: and in other important
muatters, the judgment of the whole body of
bers is taken,  Baptism, by immersion, of
cvers only npon the contession of their faith,
ispracoced as at the first, Each church is inde-
peovdent of all others in manigement, but by a
voluntary nnion, they oo operate for general
purposes
o Here is the right ring in doctrines an 1 in work.
e orgomized work s in goad shape in this new
Lud. The Jardshell sentiment cannot get a
foothold among those Baptists. The last *Sonth
African Baptist' was published jnst before the
recont anmidd meetng of the Sonth  African
Baptst wnton at Johannesburg. The leading
editorial 15 on “UHBroadenng Boundaries,” A
few exttacts will give the spirit of onr breihren
in Sonth Attica as they face their great work in
the now emptre of English peoples,

IO may b oas well to suggest a wider theme
of discrssion We do s nnder a grave sense ol
responsthility, and of the tnportance of the oeca-
sion  The trath is that the isolation of our
Sonth African church life is simply appalling.
We Lahor tar apart, and even anannual re union,
with fellow Lahorers and kindred spirits, is by no
means a certainty for many,  There is great

Cperil i this state of things. For, first of all,
our people and those whom they ¢all to church
otfices get into narrow, wooden, and unprogres.
sive methads of work,  And even our ministers,
wissing the huovant and brightening experiences
of their college davs, i the sharpening contact
of mind with mind, are apt to sufler in their
social, intellectual and spiritual calibre. — As all
cur pastors and missionaties at present have
received therr traimng trom other soil, South

~Africa itself having furmished us with neither as
vet, durimg over eighty years of Baptist work,
et us remember that the angel of the Lord has

"sent them dowa Ctrom Jerusalem umto Gaza,

. which is a desert.”  And the lack of touch with

. kindred spirits is sorcly felt.  Some men can no

more he at their best without this. than a dower
can blossom without moisture,  Even the Holy

Sonit ministers his grace not apart from fellow-

i ship but throngh it Well, we are going to meet,

CUpon the rail in the intervals of the session, at

. the houses of our hosts until far past the mid-
night hour; we shall have lively conversation,
quick repartee, stories old and new, and all the
healthful rejuvenescence of cheerful comradeship.
When we have exchanged solicitude for each
other's welfare, and spoken of the outstanding
features of our own parochial work, there will
vet e a vast field for helpful interconrse regard
ing our relation to the interests of the cities and

“eolontes to which we belong.  There is a vast
social and natonal 1abric to be  counstructed

yaround us, and it is a fair question to ask if,

i Christian men are going to leave it to the exer-

¢ tionis of others.  This s worth a good deal of
our attention, and we hope there will be animated

. talks about it '

Aud then these closing words have the spirit
of Christ and of progress.

“Then, once more our duty to the colored and
mative peoples at our doors is not adequately dis-
charged by having less than a dozen missionaries
and a few evangelists amongst them, Let us
speak togethe: ot these things. There must be
created an  enlightened Christian conscience
amongst ws upon these and related points.  Only
let us be guite sure of this, that if we ignobly
evade any proper responsibility today, our suc-

. cessors will suffer for it tomorrow. Now is the

| time to prevent the need for any ‘passive resist-
ce’ campaigns fifty years hence in South Af-

L rica.  We have religious liberty, only do not let

us receive that as if it meant liberty to do noth-

{ ing in certain great departments of public use-
fulness. We have religious equality.  What is

| the use of that if we are rendering unequal ser-

| vice to society, and yielding indolently every

| possible prestige and precedence to other bodies,

| who manfully take up the arduoug tasks we
shun?

stronger men, with a more comprehensive grasp
| of our duty, and a firmer resolve to perform it,
| for the country and the people amongst whom we
! live and labor."

“According to early Chyis- !

- sixteen vear-old, and hefore she is a

©room of perdition

enchre,

, desired 1o see him, to which he replied:
j 18 the last woman on carth I want to see.’

i
!
1

**May we all come ba:k from Johannesburg |

Evening amnsements should he of such a
character as will elevate the mind and help us to
Christian living.  Did anyvone ever make a
better Christian of himself by attending a dance
or card party?  Did vou ever feel the presence
of the Holy Spirit at ove of these gatherings?
There are a yreat many things that we may
indulge in which, if we do not go too far, might
not hurt os muach, but the power of habit and the
influence of associates often lead one o excess,
I would rater my son wonld never taste liquor or
tohacco  sny form, simply hee the habit
might lcad him te nse it excessively, T wounld
rather my danghter wonld never enter the dance
hall or it at the eard table for the same reasou.
We are not all constituted with strong will
power. My observation of the dance has heen
that we are almost compelled to associate with
some bad people.  How can it he avoided?
Think of a pure voung girl of sixteen dancing in
a set where perhaps the vilest voung man in the
ncighborhond is dancing. A certain call of the
change demand that he shonld swing this sweet
‘are of it
she 1s in the arms of one of the devil's angels
and is started down the road to perdition. It is
my belef that all such things as the social dance
and card party are parlors to the great drawing-
Let us remove the tempta-
tion and not place it hefore our children, think-
ing they will be strong enongh to resist it. That
is like some men who vote tor a saloon and then
prav for their boys to keep them from drinking.

And where does eard-plaving, whether it s
whist, board of trade, ete., lead our
precions voung men and women to?  They all
g0 hand-in hand, in my estimation, and the card
plaving, dances and saloon are stepping stones to
perdition, A man who was sentenced to be
hanged was told by the jailer that his mother
“‘She
The
jailer, thinking he had misunderstood, replied;
"It is your mother who wants to see you.'' He
assured the jailer he understood and said:  **She
is the cause of my being here.  When I was
voung she bought me a pack of cards and taught
me how to play them, saying, ‘*There is no harm
m it butit led me to the crime which now
costs me my life."”

Religious News,

For the past few months,
Hametox STarion, snow storms, bad roads and
N. K sickness in the Pastor's
family have seriously hind-
ered our work on this large and scattered field.
But we are not altogether cast down, neither
have we heen forsuken  The people on all parts
of the ficld have been exceedingly kind.  Not
long since the fields of Smithtown and the
Station met at Dr. Smith's hall and left us the
richer by $32.00. The people at Saltsprings
and other parts of the field have also kindly
remembered us in a practical way.  For all these
tokens both pe stor and wife wish to express their
genuine gratitude, HArgY S, Exn.

Perhaps a few words from
Sansnery, N, B, this historic church will be

of interest to our readérs,
As is well known, we have here one of the oldest
churches in this province founded over a hundred
years ago by Father Crandall, in whose memory
the present church was built and dedicated to
the Lord two years ago last June. This church
was built at acost of Three Thousand Dollars
and, although the Baptist people are neither
strong nor wealthy, they have by hard work and
great self-sacrifice paid all but $150. We pur-
pose having a roll call in the $pring and try to
raise that amount so that, when the next birth-
day of the chureh comes around it will be free of
debt.  On Feb 28th, the new baptistry was used
for the first time when Bro. Sharpe was baptized
into the likeness of his Savior's death and last
Lord’s day received the right hand of fellowship.,
We trust that. in the near future, others will
take the same step and show to the world, by
this outward sign, that an inward change has
taken place. Since coming ou this field we have
received many token: of kindness from the
people.  When we first came a handsome carpet
was put down in the front room for our use; last
all they met at the parsonage and left us richer
by many dollars worth of provisions; again,




