power ofthe sacrements, sin quo non
salvation, and the puergatorial effects
a literal fire on the soul, to make it
mote for hetven.

If the poor suffering soul dare ask for
something more comforting, dare express
the hope that God through Christ may
have revealed his love to the dying sin-
per in some other way the church crushes
the conscience and pronounces the least
vestige of thought or volition sinful.

Who would dare affirm that such is the
message of Christ to suffering humanity ?
No one who knows the Gospel of redeem-
ing love. Can we as Christians do other-
wise than reecho the words of Paul:
“Woe is unto me if I preach mnot the
Gospel,” to the French of Canada?

1t is manifest to all that the Christians
of today do not show the same interest
as their fathers in the faith, did, in the
conversion of the Koman Catholics to
the simple faith of the Gospel.

No intelligent and impartial reader of
the history of this country will affirm
that that the satisfactory result of Rom-
an Catholic principles and teachings war-
rant us in leaving Irench Canada as it
is. The formative forces at work in New
England have created and developsd @
great nation. New France under the
guidance and col trol of other intluences,
has remained behind, has continued to
wear the shackles of the middle ages. The
people have grown up without education,
without the spirit ot enterprise and selt
government. Just as New Englaud owes
1te marvelous expansion to the Gospel,
so French Canaga owes its state ol back:
wardness to the defective tleachiugs ol
Komamsm. uve whe Krench Canadian
light and true education and he rises as
gh as bis Anglo-Saxon neighbor, Sowme
otuer cause must be found ior the indid-
jerence of ministers and laymen to the
work of Krench Canadian Evangelization.

The-spirit of the age has much to do
with it. The strong and virile form of
Christianity illustrated in the lLives of the
Hugunots, the Covenanters and the Yuri-
tans seems to have died out i too many
churches. It has been replaced by an
unbealthy liberalism  which paralyses
nussion zeal, Lhe Apostles of the grace
0i Lod as opposed Komansh legansm,
who take an attitude not of hosu-
lity, not of bitterness, but of genume
sympathy, of Vauline sorrow, toward the
votaries of Komamsm, are considered de-
ficient in  judgment, arcumscnibed  1n
their conceptions of religon, whose ut~
terances are lor the vulgar, and unworthy
of the cultured ears of the enhghtened
cungregauions of the Church.

1t 18 pecause of conceptions of this kind
that the great mussionary work of thus
synod remains unknown Lo congregations
what would help liberally if the auns snd
purposes of its promoters were under-
stood. And yet, it is the duty of leaders
of thought, of loyal British citizens to
make a caveful study of Koman Catholi-
cism, of its daugerous principles  and
wolicy, and of the results produced by
these in our land. A condition of things
has existed, and to a large extent pre
vails which we deplore. We thank God
that we are only indirectly affected by
at.

After showing very conclusively that
French Canadian nationality s not res
ponsible for the lack of progress in Que-
bec the preacher went on Lo deal with
the serious consequences resulting from
the conditions in the sister pmviu:u. Dr.
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long to an intelligent creaturc of God:
the right of private judgment, the right
to think, to investigate. The votary of
Romanism must surrender his intellect
reason and conscience to his church. Tt
is not thus you make men of conviction,
true godliness and virility. For the
multitudes, religion becomes an arithme-
tical caleulation. So many rosaries, com-
munions, masses; so many daye of fasting,
g0 many dollars given, so many punish-
ments inflicted to an innocent body, in-
capable of volition or moral action. Per-
sonal religion is destroyed, the moral per-
ceptions are blunted if not totally oblit-
erated, or the honest soul is without
peace and joy, eraving for rest like Paul,
Luther and thousands of others, but in
vain, because this gift of God is unknown.
The truth which saved an Augustine, a
Paul, a Luther, alone can meet the want
of the Soul: “The just shall live by
faith.”

It should not be necessary to ask the
people of God, who know what it is to
be washed in the blood of the Lamb,
what should be their attitude toward
the professors of such a system of reli-
gion. 1f we have any bowels of compas-
sions for those.who suffer because of their
ignorance of Christ or the all sufficient
Saviour, we will not say: “Am I my bro-
ther's keper.”

The second inevitable results of Roman-
jsm, is religious apathy and infidelity.
Morally and religiously, Roman Catholi-
cism is losing its grip upon thousands in
this country, though it holds them firmly,
loses her  hold, vantage ground
is given, but who shall occupy it? Either
evangelical truth, the morality and good
order it creates, or religi i
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convincing the Protestants of this land,
that the religious and political teacli-s
of Romanism stand as « barrier to na-
t'onal unity, peace and prosperity. It
i not a race question; parliament cannot
solve it; Christian education can. It
has already brought thousands of French
Canadians ‘nto harmony with our views
of national greatness, through our French
Protestant schools. If English Protest-
ants had helped us more liberally these
thirty past years, by equipping our mis-
sionary schools, by helping us to establish
a French Protestant daily paper we would
have in French Canada ten times the
number of French citizens to help us to
solve our perplexing problems. The
teachings of the Gospel, the superior in-
tellectual training of our schools, deve-
lop that- type of French Canadian citi-
zens so much needed today, to unfetter
the hands of statesmen like Laurier, and
enable them to discuss the great issues of
the day freely and in keeping with their
enlightened convictions.

The school question and those akin to
it, cannot be solved by acts of parlia-
ment. Its solution is in the hands of
the humble missionaries and educators
who are giving the Gospel to French Can-
ada. Gospel education is the only power
that can weld this Dominion into one
happy nation.

How to Hasten That Day.

How can this be done? Not by a cam-
pagn of bitterness, not by debates lke
those of the past weeks, noi by peutions
and protests, but by making ot krencn
Lvangelization the great ussionary and
educauional work of the church. By rais-
ing, without delay $100,000 and more ior
the e\lu.cuuoul work of our Board, by

infidelity, the immorality they engender
and godless anarchy. God or the Devil
sball benefit by the disintegration going
on, which no power on kEarth can pre-
vent or check. 1t is well known that it
is among the educated classes that the
falling away takes place, so that almost
filled by wmen, who bhaving became dis-
all civic and parliamentary offices are
tied with igi d

the of a French Frotestant
daily paper, absolutely free to discuss the
great questions of the day trom a truly
national, British and progressive point ot
view. Il we are not wulng as Chrisi-
ian citizens to lace serwusly these great
assues; Ul we persist in closing our eyes
to facts and our ears and hearts o tue
hund ot French U young peo-
ple ul'lm ask us to educate them to become

ig as pi to
them, have broken loose from what they
call the trammels of religic , to live with-
out God. The result can easily be seen
and sadder ones can be predicted.

A Loud Call.

Christi desndien” iy 5 ized by all
as one of the surest remedies for the ills
of society. Ite results are known, A
loud call comes to us, as a Synod, from
hundreds of French Canadi hild

g i, British ctizens, then lev us
be consistent, cease our criticisis, cease
our opposition to a policy which is tue
legitimate result of a system of religion,
into the darkness of which we are not
sending the searchlight of Gospel truth.

STARTLING STATISTICS,
Recenr swusucs  suow a consierable
crease 10 Wie amount of money speut
yearly ou mtoxicating uquors i Canada,

They knock at the doors of our mission-
ary schools of Pointe-aux-Trembles, but
to a large and ever increasing number we
are compelled to refuse admission, be-
cause our buildings, old and dilapidated
bave become too small for the demands
made upon them.

A storm has been raised by the educa-
tional classes of the autonomy bill. The
discussions which have taken place should
turn the attention of Christian patriots
of all shades, to the absolute necessity of
the educational work of the Board of
French lization. The opposition on
the part of those who insist on national
schools, would be ill-advised and inconsist-
Jent, Roman Catholics might call it insin-
'cere, were it not accompanied by a desire
to bring the people of Quebec in harmony
with the progressive policy we advocate,
by legitimate means. From his stand-
point, the Roman Catholic is right and
consistent., National schools from which

Amaron indicated the pivotal
> "y Pr

hings of the disti

il wilth wiich there has bewn a
proporuonate and natural increase
crime.  ‘Lhe causes given are ncreascd
wealth and luxury, tne incoming of tor-
eigners, and the cessauion of piedge-sigu-
mg and educative euort. ihe later
s probably nearest to the true cause ot
the retrogression complained of. lov
mwch, of sutle years, the temperance ques
won ceused to be a oral question, W
become whe foot-bull of politics, just as
the deep question of the advisability ot
laying woral toundations in week day
scnoois has become a mere question ot
the etfect the discussion can pe made
to have on partisan fortunes.

The church parnamenis, soon to be
in annual convention, cannot Wo eary
set themselves to wide educative efforts
to stem the increase above reported 1n
the hquor-using habit. There are p
pits which are uncertain on this "qu
tion, and Sabbath Schools which hear
little about the moral dangers of the
liquor traffic from one year's end to the
other.

-

It is stated in Glasgow ecclesiastical
circdles that the Rev, George H. Moii-
son, of \Vrll.inm United Free chruvn,
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Glasgo Jing dhurch of the body,




