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2. IlfflTRl^MRNTAL MIIMIC.
• .

But our Chiolic jjpoplo un) not »i|oiio in tliiH AMtllii^ of iMlimHion
to tho uiurtjHtnil UHiiguH of tlio (Miuixli. J know u congnjipition of
liOwlantlorH, iH!iIm|m fi-oni tho IuIIh of Uiunvk or tlio fair ItunlcH of
tli« 'lV«t«I, wimn! a rliango in tlicii (I«)voti<»nal forniH Ity tint intm-

'

Auction of a liook of liynniH mmto<l a m^vm of unliappy violttncu
timt ovuntually tonninated in a wi<I« Unuivh. Call it ignoranw,
ifyouwill—or obHtinacy, ..r l.igotry, or ruHtic [u-ojudico; UimI
our noojdo lovo their CJhuivIi witli a thivotion 8y deep, ho true,
MH that you aro not able to Ixuid it to an acqui«KC(^n«-n in ehangnH
which violato tho Hiniplicity of u horvico onRhnnoil by h(.ly njun»-.
orioH in thoir fon<hwt v«n«ration

—

in tliat a thing to 1h) (h'|»h»nMl
to-J)e tivatod with indignation—^to b« hohl up for Hatirw—for tliu
trtunt« and aeorhity of an omtoncal invoctive ? You ph<ad for it
ou.thu gitjund of cx|M!di«ncy or (^ tuHtti ; they resist it on tho
gnmnd of conHcienco. Wliat! <Io«h that pi-ovoko a HiniloT Dp
you not know that thei-o ai-o men in thin and in other ohuixhes—
nionof world-wide i-eimtation—who Iwlievo not only that tlie New
Testaniont d(»eH not i-oeognizo the sound of instruments as a con-
genial element in the devotions of tho Cliuixh, but that it virtually,
or by implication, Gondemns it »iK foreign and i-oi)ulKiveto the genius
and the Wring of an evangelical <lisi)en8jition. Is there not one
a^ least of our own Presbyteries that takes that view of tho ques-
tion! Is not that, too, the belief of a largo minority in tho
Presbytery of Toronto t In the United Hbites a connpicuous Ixnly
of Presbyterians jwint to that ^ry principle as lying at tho base of
their existence as a distinct or^niaition. It is a fidhicy to call
it u prejudice. What confi-onts you is a sober, deliberate convic-
tion

;
tho pi-otest of sincere and honest minds. Thoro are brethren

in this Gourt whose hearts are now aching with distressful anxiety
;who feel that if the Syfiod will give its legislative sanction—broad

and formal—to these innovations, the spheres of their usefulneiw
will be broken up. Talk qf "tyi-anny !"—of "cruelty!"—if the jwlicy
that you desire to pi-ess upon the Synwl be adopted, who, then,
will havoi a right to complain of "tymnny,"—of a *' cruel"
disregard of feelings the most sacitsd in the human heart ?—
With all your ardour for those changes, that apjMjar to you to be
fio desii-abie on the gi-ound, as you tell us, at once of reason, -

Scripture,and expediency—would you jxjrsistontjv demand them—
would you even accept of them ifet 8uch a cost?

Ther^is dangcivSir, th^t the Synod may forget or under
estimate the i-oal luiture of that antipathy witli which our peojJe
^gaixl tjiis question of Instruniontal Music, an«l that it may be
tempted toslui|>e its action as if it had to deal with only the noisy
and insighificant claniours of a blind prejudice or an obstinate
caprice. \If there is a time when one lias a right to expect that
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