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bition, have endeavored, if possible, to form a faction

in the country against the popular part of the Consti-

tution ; and have therefore thought proper to add to

their slanderous accusation against a House of Par

liament, relative to his Majesty's prerogative, another

of a different nature, calculated for the purpose of

raising fears and jealousies among the corporate bod-

ies of the kingdom, and of persuading uninformed

persons belonging to those corporations to look to

anu to make addresses to them, as protectors of their

rights, under their several charters, from the designs

which they, without any ground, charged the then

House of Commons to have formed against charters

in general. For this purpose they have not scrupled

to assert that the exertion of his Majesty's preroga-

tive in the late precipitate change in his administra-

tion, and the dissolution of the late Parliament, were

measures adopted in order to rescue the people and

their rights out of the hands of the House of Com-

mons, their representatives.

We trust that his Majesty's subjects are not yet so

far deluded as to believe that the charters, or that

any other of their local or general privileges, can

have a solid security in any place but where that

secuviiy has always been looked for, and always

found,— in the House of Commons. Miserable and

precarious indeed would be the state of their fran-

chises, if they were to find no defence but from

that quarter from whence they have always been at-

tacked !
* But the late House of Commons, in pass-

• The attempt upon charters and the privileges of the corporate

bodies of the kingdom in the reigns of Charles the Second and James

the Second was made by the crmen. It was carried on by the ordi-

nary coarse of law, in courts instituted for the .vv .-ity of the prop-
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