
RELATIONS IVITH AFGHANISTAN 411

or Russian, would be received as foes, while the next would

be hailed as friends and deliverers. It should be obvious

from all this that Lawrence was very unfairly charged with

neglecting *^f Russo-Afghan problem. His ' inactivity ',

whethet ' ..u.uerly ' or not, was reasoned and deliberate.

Few now d(jubt that he was right. He ' lulled the wakef'il

Anglophobia of Russian Generals and disarmed their in-

convenient propensity to meet supposed plots of ours in

Afghanistan by counter-plots of their own in the same

country '.* His policy, with such modifications as changing

circumstances required, was accepted by Lord Mayo, Lord

Northbrook, and five successive Secretaries of State. All

the misfortunes and disasters which Lawrence prophesied

were fulfilled almost to the letter, when Lord Salisbury and

and Lord Lytton in an evil hour for their repuutions

decided to reverse it.
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