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had been refused because he wanted to take his wife, wouldexac ly rejoice over the scouts' decision. In fact. Jack hada rather well-developed sense of injustice, and a summarymethod of showing it. And he was by no means afone
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Jim agreed to transport the three in his schooner, which wa^one point well settled. Billy suggested at least a dozin aLurl
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Slie might put on men's clothes." he concluded desperately.
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°''^°^ ^,°^' '''^^^ ^^' ? " i^qu'red Jim. " Stickto sense. Billy. Besides, there's the kid."

Billy tried once more.
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wfv ?L ^ ^''.1 "^ up after wc gets good and started. Thatway. the camp thinks he palavers with Jim and us to get aschooner and maybe, they thinks Jim is a damn fool a wholelot. but Jim don't mind that ; do you, Jim ?
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" '' Why ?
"

•' He wouldn't get ten mile before somebody'd hold him udand lift his schooner off him. They's a raft if bad m n je" tlaym fer a chance like that to turn road agent."
^
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-Bily turned a slow brick red, and got up suddenly over-turn-ing the coffee-pot. A dozen strides brought him to^the camp ofthe Tennessee outfit There he raised his voice to concert^fc
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.ve aims to pull out day arter to-morrow," he bellon-ed

a Hd Tf ""'""X'l i'^' :'^ "^ '''^ t^'^'i^^f^^* ^ woman ad'a kid. Them that has objections can go to the devil
"

bo saying, he turned abruptly on his heel and returned tohis friends. Jim whistled
; but Alfred smiled softly andbegan to recap the mpples of his old-fashioned Colt' reyolversAlfred was at that time the best shot with a six-shootelin themidd e West. Seeing this, Billy's frown relaxed in?o a g ^
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In half an hour the news was all over camp. When Michi.1La ond heard of it, he left his dimier half eaten and went outo talk earnestly to a great variety of people.


