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(entlemen, ///(',« ».r,,M,. ../.i,,/- /or //«•/«<,/:,... am! nre respci tfiiUy

submitted for the carefi.l cmi-Hleratiiin uf those gentlemen who. lor the asl

six vears, have ilescrilied us as an • auKreKation ol mcapabks. lint

perlrips von iiiav desire to know at what cost to the conntry have the .c

results been iichieved. I'ermit me. then, to iiifurm yon. As yon are awale,

the reveliueof tile I'ostoffice Departmeul Aim A.r.M.'.j n/r. .n.. laiM to ii-eet

the expenditure, and each \ear the delk-ielicy lias to be made up by a vote

of rarliameiit out of the munevs collected from the people. Dnnuj; t.ie

last 'ew yeart, .f tlie late Administration the annual sliortajje increased until

it had reached over three-quarters of a million dollars a year, the deficiency

for the last vear of their iidinin' tratiou, the fatal year of i,s.y., amountiiiK

to (M /.-on .i"'« '''' fTSi.iT-'.K,: in other words, the hnanci.al result of

their maliaKellleilt of the I'osloffice Department was that after exlK-ndiui;

in its maintenance every siut;le dollar of revenue, there remained ,/,W.t

iinfiaiJ aiiio,,,, •; /,. J(7.V/. ;,,--'./«. which I'.irliameiit had to provide by

votiliL' the amount out of the Kener.d ta.xes of the people, llnrins this time

it i.iav be remembered also tl'at thev collected from the people live cents ix.r

hal' ounce on It tters to the old country, and three cents on ktters within

Ciiiada and to tiie Vnited States, rates reduced by the present Coyerniiieiit

to two cents. Time and afrain the l.ate Administration had been ur-ed t.^

reduce our domestic letter rate *o two cents, but they iiu anabl>- refused

most emphatically, propliesyiiiK dis.istious results should such a mistake be

made.


