
eak down and absorb these substances; nor can the system recuperate, of 
self, from the devastating effects. 

At least one startling example of how the delicate balance of nature can 
upset is provided in the Great Lakes region of North America. Lake Erie  i is, 
was, one of the largest fresh-water lakes in the world. Through persistent 

glect, and inadequate remedial measures, this geat lake has been converted 
om a source of food, fresh water and recreation into a chemical tank, in which 
easure-boating, let alone swimming, is done at peril. If you fall from a boat 

lace  i4 Lake Erie, you are advised to have a tetanus injection. As for food from 

1g 	e : tit lake, it should suffice to say that the blue—pike fish—catch of 6,900,000 pounds 
11  

1956 had dwindled to less than 200 pounds by 1963. 

d to 
blià eas and to improVé industrial and urban processes. It is not that we lack the ' 
)s  in; kiowledge but that in the use of our present knowledge we lag behind, a result 
ut . updoubtedly both of insufficient awareness of the consequences and concern ( s 

■nd:r y. out the costs involved in making use of these new techniques. 

)f!  ew Appraisal Needed 
prcper appreciation of what must be done involves making a new appraisal 

bat o/ the value to our peoples of a clean environment. For the purpose of this 
termination, fresh air, fresh water and clean soil, for the first time in man's 
tory, must be considered in the same economic terms as food, clothing and 

im electricity. The latter are valuable because they provide the basis for a good 

in a Itfe and because, as commodities, they have a determinable cost of production. 
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PI inr ot, 

hat has now to be understood is that air, water and soil must be regarded 
of equal, or even greater, economic importance as central elements of life, 

nch make everything else possible. 
The United Nations family has already made a contribution in many areas. 

the Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the United Nations 
s provided us with a definition of the human goal toward which we should 
working, and that is "the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 

.ainable standard of physical and mental health". The Convention has also 
iced responsibility on member states to take steps toward "the improvement 
all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene". Individual countries 
well as the world community as a whole must be concerned when these rights 
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