Alex Colville speaks...

"War" showing at Art Gallery

by Allison Johnston

The Dalhousie Art Gallery
opened a new exhibition on Sun-
day. It consists of two seperate
shows. Oneisacollection of paint-
ings titled “Lest We Forget: Sou-
venons Nous,” and the other is a
compilation of filmand television
productions titled “Teleplays” by
Samuel Beckett.

The opening, which took place
on Sunday, September 9 at 2:00
p.m., was attended by the re-
nowned Canadian artist Alex
Colville. Being the guest speaker,
he addressed the issue of war. He
spoke of its relevance today, as
much as yesterday. One of his
wartime paintings is among the
works. Listening to him speak of
his period as a war artist gave the
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display even more meaning. He
stated that the “works are about a
human activity that will go on as
long as men and women are
around.”

The paintings are from both
World War I and World WarIL. It
is interesting to note the differ-
ences in the subject matier and
styles of the seperate eras. The
first war is marked mostly by
landscape, while the second deals
with aerial warfare. In terms of
styles there are oil paintings, litho-
graphs, drawings,etc. Some works
remind me of caricatures, while
other portraitsexuderealism. Each
manner evokes either the emotion
of distance or one of empathy for
an unknown soldier that might
have been a distant relative.

The Samuel Beckett showing

is a fascinating look at a percep-
tion of performance art. The plays
were written for film and video
‘and have a heavy emphasis on the

' visual. Beckett is known as an

absurdist playwright, and this
same theme is confronted in the
teleplays.

The curator of the gallery tried
toexplain the connection between
the two displays. She said “both
deal with futility.” The diversity
in the media gives an appealing
texture to the exhibition. The his-
torical implication of the war art-
istry contrasts nicely with the
modern technology of video and
film.

The Art Gallery is located in
the basementof the Dalhousie Arts
Centre on University Ave. These
exhibits will be showing until the
" end of October.
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