lliteracy eh?

A typical As the young and the restless world turns script:

Chanel enters cozy, quaint tearoom (that looks a bit like the
operating room in the last scene). Lays a significant glance on Rex
the macho bus boy. She drifts over. iy
CHANEL: Tell me everything you know.

.REX: | just love beer cheesecake.
CHANEL: We’re history, baby.

* REX: Hey, grumpy in the morning, grumpy all day.
CHANEL: You'll regret this. (dramatic exit)

This is a typical example of the dialogue in a soap opera. What it
really is is two people throwing words at one another that don’t
ha_ve anything to do with anything. The most informative point in
this non exchange is probably the fact that beer cheesecake
exists. (It doesn’t)

So the script was dumb. So why not switch the box off and bake
cookies? Because soaps are subversively influencing people to
talk that way! Does this conversation sound familiar to you?
MOTHER: Clean up your room :

DAUGHTER: I'm doing drugs, I'm pregnant, and my GPA has
slipped to 6.5
MOTHER: Oh no, not your GPA.

Do you find yourself asking someone an incrediabily simple
question like “What are you reading?”, or “Are you going to
Europe this summer?”, and you end up having to answer five
questions from them before they trust you enough to answer? Or
you get that deadening “huh?”. . . or “what?”.

Well this is the fault of soap operas. People are beginning to
believe that the non-communication that exists in soaps and soap
offspring like Dynasty is natural. Do not be conned. People are
equipped to communicate. We have the capability! We have the
technology! We just have to shout a bit louder over the T.V. set.

€

Ann Grever

cont’d. from page 4 :

Phillippine government and military, who are funded
by the C.L.A.); American military bases will surely
remain in the Phillippines. ;

Indeed, American government officials have
admitted Aquino is more likely to agree to American
military presence than Marcos. Obviously, the U.S.,
not Marcos, would most likely want to manipulate
the recent elections in their best interests, which is to
fight the spread of Communism.

If you have doubts about this last statement, then
consider this question: How is it possible that the U.S.
media could have tagged the name “evil Commu-
nists” to a small nation like Nicaragua, where 80 per-
cent of the people are devout Catholics?

name withheld by request

Cheesed off

Dear Craig
Alright you mutton head, I, W.J. Camembert (P..)
received your letter in the Gateway (special delivery).
After along (5 minute) deliberation, | have come to a
verdict: GUILTY of being.a thespian of a gentleman.
How long have you had this lachrymose condition
and deigning attitude? | screeve your condition, you.
saturinely good looking bloke. As a punishment, you .
are to be jettisoned into the ranks of those “smarmy”
little excuses for human beings who lustily roam
campus.
Have a happy!
W.J. Camembert (P.1.)
-Education | and Fine Arts too.

Burnt chemist

1am agraduate student in the department of chem-
istry and a frequent user of the vending machines
located in CAB. Several times | lost money due to
mechanical errors of these machines and I always
completed a refund slip as the operators have asked

~time | put my one in. ‘

to do. But | never received a refund. Last week, |
inquired from the lady who looks after the machines
about a refund slip | completed some days ago. She

-asked me to get'the slip from the box. But it was not

there. Somebody must have picked them up because
I remember that there were abput five slips at the

1 asked the lady whether she picks up these slips
every day. She said “yes but there were none for
several weeks” and closed the door of the little room
she was in, apparently shutting me out.

I wonder whether anyone has got a refund by
completing a refund slip, if no | would like to know
whether they got it in mail or whether they have
collected it personally.

Frequency of breakdowns in these machines are
quite high. So if someone has access to refunds which
he or she doesn’t deliver to the clients that person is
making at least three or four dollars a day.

Isn’t it worth an investigation by one of your staff
writers?

Angelo R. Fernando

Letters to the Editor should not be more than
250 words long. They must be signed and
include faculty, year of program, phone number
and 1.D. number. No anonymous letters will be
published. All letters should be typed, double-
spaced, or very neatly written. We reserve the
right to edit for libel and length. Letters do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Gateway.

2 cactii and three nines

by Beckers and Stech

WHY DIp You
D0 THAT ?

Re WAS T0p VIOLENT:

Tuesday, March 4 - 7:30 pm
SUB THEATRE

FREE OF CHARGE — OPEN TO THE PU‘BLIC
presented by the U of A Students’ Union

STUDENT
UNION
GENERAL
ELECTION

NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN
FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

SU EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
President ;

VP Internal Affairs

VP Academic

VP Finance & Administration
VP External Affairs

UNIVERSITY ATHLETIC BOARD (UAB)
President Men's Athletics

President Women'’s Athletics

VP Men'’s Athletics

VP Women'’s Athletics

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
1 Student representative

CLOSING OF NOMINATIONS:
1700 hr. Tuesday, February 25, 1986

ELECTIONS
Thursday & Friday March 13, 14 1986
Advance Feol — Wednesday march 12 1986.

For further information, please contact Paul Pallister
Chief Returning Officer 234 SUB or the Receptionist.
SU Executive Offices 259 SUB.




