
HoMOp* heb isnePtiv hdrelf wdmdo<honooe
persons "b.sd eitho entirely on pqudice or on apm=issas wl*hs
&Ongly oeloremiby Pr4u".oe
.110 dention, pmowdd by Chalesbidwe% ,p.a of Edmonkins
MetroPoliln Church, dmsacbdiselechnical sile of a mmlengt ud
inoeasinglin "loday's ani Society.
Hovwo, t0 PYaid InthIssum dOrnake relity of cveryclay

ivi4h= o aisab ps,nvble -enys oopitgdwnfi
ai agiess ta qusidifiimettfont tIbs iIves.

lhese people, representing a fui10 per t= of dishe hs~
poplation, face daily pesictin ini dis fwai of laiat, ridiclç,
physia abuse, avoiclance and islaton. 'they leam eary lheopnion
socisty hof Èdim. They espond mosdy by hihdmdiirswuty,
denying i uwutil juan bc fltrtvely sxpraed.çFcaing fotiîeijobr, her
status, thir very acceptance by society, diey aot out a rois wliich s

.Éù todibir beig. Te rie takes mn lou. h syslenly
dqpsmoalizes diern to dhe point whsre self-hatakWu over.

Somnsof dies m o urageous amng ltentdmhois bave
discovered that 10 sgay in die dome is simply 10 aid and abet.societys
prqudica, hae shsd di hypoaiy anci -come ou." These inidal
00w niet day-to.ay dliscrmnation headon, but tbey ai . WË
experience a peace of miiandssmm of conviction, Wfel whih the
avenrg sef-dmng gay or lebian annt oven recoe.

'Many more bonioaxualsdesire 10 o me out. They wisb they Suldi
teil dher fiendsan am uly and be aoeepted for wbo thsy are. Ilbey
wbflhyenviionawonld wbere lobs lieror oerwissno bmdeaL

And tho they rend dis Aibena Repn.
Mmer are alisolute moral preeptsi n dite wRkl says Albem

Rq»fl etor-m-chi0<Steve Hopkins. Ibese are basidon wThe T.
Contntannts."

"Our vswis ldat homnosexuality is wmqng.
To amplify editoral policy, whicb affuts hmaline and opinion

cohuans, HopicinO misiesthat "we Iookfer ways tb gsi lie
ana-hontoexual postion in our moie.

That policy bas beomre only toc, anar. Pblibs Ted Byfield, in a
1981 editoia enided "Out of the closet lbey conte, ami what whl
appeu r mt'nmsd homnosexuais as dis laitti n a procession of
"oddlitie t eere. He querisd, 'What add dupes, <inte, pecuiar
tnt, not tosay mostes o... wlll next demnandcial aoeceptability

arnmn Is?
Yet tie scieti& c ommunity bas falld 10 prove that there is

anything odd at al about tihornosexual, save in the contexidtm he or

sfcdoma om oim ite smajmity of dis populaion.Red hait aid
gisalcycs are mutnorml n IOat cont eidier, but thoy are sekon
mbrred le as "monsbs - ' -

Whiat scinwe donstêHlus w meighing.John Gonsioref, ni bis
Resuit of Psys*oAgfc Teu*ig on HomawmWua PopuWmon, con-
dudes thal thoorines mMNigthat dis existence of diffreces
between bornosexuals Uid hoersex unplis mabaunent are

irresponsable, uninfanned, or both"And Jama Wirxii, mn a book
*WIdSHMMMWe4akyftiog'UyNaumaL, wtt,"Essntalyevsy

bWclgically-b adrgmt tat hontsàwuaity is mm"alu&alfais"
condide "Hoitossuality s tdmr as biologially naturl as à humait

UnfrWinately, dis exactitude of scice is not usu"y approadisd
by lte moral tends 0fwsciey. In "iadepaut the n w& edamust share

the rntpostNty.
"Wben mmun are reflected impropedy," saYS Gay Allianc Toward

Equaity (GATE) Eduation Director Barry Mâ"I,' begin to wony.
People cuit bc pm. uadtxl ta indifférence or have thdeir biases go
unchalfWcgd %fiesoit of a I"dcor pruper dialogue, ho mays, is

- n ~ i aoed pty. outrigh t reo or war, ridicule."

Mi&slts &tEmns locamedia ae mualy tù ûzd
rcponivveto cunutpyims aidim*binIiîopinion iaws m tio
of local Mm is not adequale.

- ut editor Hopkins "Our view is dim Ioe is mnot suett
prciudiceY Hefiihe media, dicAIbeRqo obe pumyfr
wMe a u miiT Umbar

0 lbeniodiaMm ta proiot -efur de Ssao of dune"
Hopkinssays. QiSuendy, homommxalily -a pàduaiy 1Mbow
acxupied, (WMd am aoe)anoe> ia danger Io sodety."

opsen, reponsve smtaogay adlbiaci" lit.l'sdq*
of dis woc& Mont py and lesabien organizations, GAIE ~ur,
<id 'i UtileIDciicizs about dis omwarge George David soita
spolesman for Gay Fadmsf Er0<tdmounl ourdI repoiteis Itelie
fair-ntindsd and even favorabydispoed wben ho sougt medin
attention foar bis group.

Howem ade: dontkrdsverdnmbygeIo ndie
Afr&M Rqun.-

Lite diey say, old ways dis 1ld

National media bad on gays
Dy Mhwa Wkmod- ritelft e isM0<E Delly

ca-w U yPres

It is 1949. A pszson Ica% uro*g a copy of Ne wwek
magazine. Her atention is caugbl by a flashy iteadline lit reads
"Quser People." She quicldy <ocran on the beginning of the article.
Soon site is engrossed.

fie articl began: -%t sex pctvet, wether a bontosexual, or ai
exhabtionist, or even adangeroussadist, is too fl .en regadedmelcy as
a 'quser peuson wbo neyer hur anyone but himsslf... "

It continue giving voyeuristic repiorts ofmmn (reati gay mme)
murdetinwoin andi chiltiren, aninbons case (a Isabian) muriering
ber 'infant son.

flic damage was donc. ie readet of dis 1949 NewsweeJc anus
hatibeen convinced ibat ail Iebiansandgay men are violent, derage

By placing dis word lbomiosexual" ite samie sentence as -me
pervert" aid "danMeor saduts, lde articlhati directly, by playingoen
ils readers'enoeorasmsociations, saiidaW only Iesaians aid gay men
are "smxpere" or "danigerous sadml."

Tbis aticle niaked dis beegiing of a démi media camipaign Io
dAMWgrae itmsxmalty 10 being abinaonu e&Wi antpm1

God ti"I played on al eistingslsetypes of imbiaaand ay mma andi
delverd hunmBRimWc9 o a publi- ianem of the

MoCaMty wiithunts - readté 0 coope tho
7 ese stereotyps mcotinus 10 lieenfoatetiin lic cominercial

media aid in televison prognmng. Lesbi andm gay àmita, wben
cavered ai ail, tend 1 sua onoe m xuaity widi orrutio. d&»ws
aid ointe, perpstuing hoaie misleatng stmtypsa 1ud in 1940.

l'ie msa ipenonenon mfoti on teevimo. lts inIattespt
porftay lestians andi gays on teevisio were îlot madle uti 1972.

f'ie pmgramming was mnot famora for ita distortionsanti sensaion-
aliam

NBC tan dite film Rom InnoSen andi an epwsde 0Iof IVo>amm
liaI posiayeti lesbians as brutal rapi and murdereis Mot umons
was ai episode of Marm sWeIbY nb whidi a rmaies mence, tet
rapt a nmals student.

fie 1980 amnng af lie documentary Gay Pommer, Gay PoMcs

porlrayedgay mm asbsingreooe d wiS&M, wno edt with
public safety, and wldu*adisproporti xaft ountofpowrin Sant
Francisco. ht gnord dis labian comnmunity.

Accraing to Tlk Rack 5a book publisitd by Lesbian aid Gay
Media Advocates, dis documenlary was bassd on ltemmuy, exausera-

lionad deoeilft editing 10 distant ius findings."
Aldiooigl ie cliaracterisation of esabians andi gay men in television

andi films bas improved sligly - as a rntulî 0f mudi protest -
ssnstionlisn, ghltai an ad steroIypin stffl exists in ail fontis of

mas omtuicto
Lssbian and gay isss~ are rarely cavereti by dis commercial pres

aid only a scandai or 'epidemic" ees o1 warrant mesdia coverage.
The coverage that dont exist is most notable- for ils attempts at

ms*mnalzim tli, lesbian andi gay counnunity.
Newweek hasn'tchanged ntudi ince 1949. In dbe9ver sory of its

Aug. 3,19M3 million (Gay Amnca4 gay hinin&lsonly. Lesbians
are mentionsti anly oneaid lien brisfly. l'ie main storycoenrt
on die impact 0< acquired immune delkiericy syndrome (AIDS) on dis
gay mals oninuuity.

Inthlie article, AIDS booncs a"gay disese", "..mnoa diseuse oftie
spirit aid lirayle wra<e Walter Davis un lite Sepsember mue of,
PWink, a now defmUnl Torom moutdy lesbuuitaid pymaane
Most notable fir ils air of paic ("AIES is quidy readliing epidmic
Proportions") aid N"t on "divinis reurbuton," dis heaism0ofdis
feature intimates: "A lurning pointbas been readieciaid %ifiS mav
mcMi dir nty s ovor." Dos Mt Muitn aul pys bave tu go b"dc o

ýýmewnsiemphmm c lte 'ad publ i dat«of<AiDwrots
Davis. "Let uw reminti ounsslves tlitIvensteol dise u bslu ongli
corsideredanepidermbutNewsiwoekbasno suetdhasyphliss
bad! public rliSw for hoerosxulily.,

fic article de"alsdise<aIl ofa a urepalace," antidirouigitout,
m&"eff are boimbarcld i widi sboot wSad id ated phrases sudi as
"panphenahiof< knky sex," "dieapeutc playpen" adi "eoEicsxua

a-s."=
ThestoyleiswlthelibtyiedfaUgay men is to seuuly actve ant

gays shouild sew* clown ID a mididle dam mpectliy aid "stp
flauiting il."

ibi style of writing is not dis presrvm of a Ütin mgazine.
"HÔnxiual murders are fiequenl aid vely

flequent in homuexualy!'reports Tre agzi
Rentiers are bornbartisd widi imagep0ofhehomosxa rapist,

murtisser, cm lte gay arsonisa You wuld oe knw heteenmexual
rape, hserosexual murder everoocursu When w as dis lastint you
read abouta"whit "or"rmy"miudepron sue isame tcis
0, »Minaliz an stcreotype muo ppeaed Vgoupe.
To be fair aid accurate, lteommercialmediawoukd bave 10omit

altogether dis hombos cua/betsesewadjeivesor us il routinslymn
ail cama Reaclors would blis urpised at the numfber 0oflIeserosexuar

cma, %diSearad scandais,(a nmjoity one uem~ Uggsl
flic prontience of an article direcly nfuenes as impat Oflen a

s10Sy about a sabi ai gay pride march of 10,000 people wi fbs
buried on page .200<f a ngwspapcr wile an'expose oif a pofitician
soliciting sex in a bath bors wil appear wili aflasityhtudine on dis
front page.

fienmstiaoftent si cquoftstodskvrdisbadc pftjtxfais
di the". fis coverageof ie Toirito bath raidein dis nswqpp
primarlly sought dis opinons of blataniy toniophobic police offic,
oeaaionally ditwing i nem ol.oentçxtquote fronta member of

die gay conmunity buried at te a fthe dskxy.
Commerial coverage 0< leaiaaMd py sm pmniiimit léfatuam

dis opiiof <dite bfun da M kz,Mc nsrg-'wiaggrumpe
sudi as ReamSceCam naid bbgd srlpyudimiarss- nmmalof
whmdttdsny holdanai-py/leiianopinio.ibs dons tamakedis
article mm m oe ti

MosdaoyaM se r y FaMflgw i ýù k sbiaauadoysu
solicied by diseouneoial media, y isthkloalNai puty'sopnon
anîti-sesatism thde Klu Klux Klansopmooflack civil rW* sare

et. ht beconiesimnsrasngyobviow t lsia i and gay zmesare a
d&lrm stoy.

fie m edia, controlieti predoniinantl y ami% whedier gy or,
staiihtreflsots dis m*cud ooormc cder aiddishep.tidy.
Lem f or tdis mapart, r m be a*idis eyes ai ie omummi
media, amdlting amarenmmucit cM&pmn the gay altemaive medi

Whiteî mitiil-im mmnwsdnmore eoewnic wwer than wornen
elimic or indigeom mioriiesaid th pour. For dia traon, disse is
litile fmtion of blâcit, atn*ndian or pour gays, let alon black- or
amrindian lntbianis. beonMy gay liaï exi'.r&, mntdis commeitial miaà
is white, niiidduai and male.
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