
i' Generally, on the Mercator map, hlgh latitude
areas are tremendously expanded in surface area, and
low latitude areas - those near the equator, and
generally third world countries - seemn small and
insignificant by comparison., As it turns out, this
distortion favours the industrialized noxth. 'to the
detriment of developing countries. This is precisely
what the area-factual Peters projection endeavors to
correct.

tvathematical Impossibility

It is important to recognize that any world map will
have some inherent bias or rnaccuracy. lTe
rnmathematical impossibility of transferring the surfaceof
ashee to a two-dimensional plane ensures that every

wol ap will be distorted in one way oa riother.
Cartography-to a great extent, depends on the art of

Has the Mercator map given the worid a false
impression of itself? Dr. Peters thinks sa.

Peters is.convinced that his map is necessary for a
correct view of the world. Concerned with the political
implications of Mercator's visual over-emphasis of,
northern industrallred cauntries and the dininished
importance of third worl and developing countuies',
Peters devoted ten year s to working on a map that
would give the werld an accurate Impression of iteelf.

filt>s time we Europeans realized we OCCUPY no__
more than a small corner of the northern quarterofthe
Sglobe. My map ma kes that cleai by sb.wing ail
countriesla their proper size relation to one another,"
Peters was quoted as saylng In an interview wlth Woidd
Paper.

In order ta present an area-factual pictlire of -the
world, Peters,,has had ta make compromisés. Some
angles are distorted, although in a way different fromf
theangle'distortions of the Mercator map. Distances
are distorted, although generally lee sas on the Peters

than on the Mercator projection. Accuracy of direction
15 off as well, with the exception, of the principal
compass points of north; south , east and west. ln ternis
of shape distortion, the land areas close ta the equator
on the Peters mnap appear elongated while the areas
near the poles seem compressed.

World relations are very
much coloured by the mnap
that was on your
schoolroom wall.

Accuracy in ternis of shape and area are muttially
exclusiveends la moapmaking, Head is quick to point
out. The Peters projection is campietely area-accurate;
consequently, land sliapes are dlstorted, although
minlmally. And in spite of thie shape distortion of the
Peters rnap, it remains more appropriate as a general
-usage map than the Mercator map, which Head notes is
neither shape - nor size-correct. The Mercator map's
real mient, ends at its usefulness ta nayigators.

Other Advantages.of the Peters Map

In'addition to the 'Peters projection's chief im-
provement over the Mercator's area distortion, the
Peters niap- makes a number of other important
advances.

Also known as the orthogonal map of the wbtld,
the Pters map disjptays the satire eartlh, lncluding the -
polar regions. The seas cover 7'0 per cent of the Peters
map, whereas the Mercator projection stKows an
inaccurate- 50-50 land tui sea ration. And on the Peters

map, the equator i.sltuated loglcally at the middle of
the map instead of two-thlrds of the way towards the
bottoni. Europe is hence transferretu from the centre of
the mnap to the norternmost quadrant, where It
actuatly lies.

The col6uririg of the ffiap ls iso, according to
Peters, more "hôn'ès." On the Mercator rnap, former
colonies are depicted la thie saftie colours as-their
colonial mothercountnies. The Petersmap colôuréch
continent in shades of a single colour in ordr to
eliminate cases la which India and Austrulia, for
exaniple, are coloured in the smre shade as Britain
slmply because they were at one tinie under British
colonial govetnment.

Current Applications

Wilithie Pétera tnap replace the Mercator as the
standard woMl map? Peters hfnsself is convinced of the
dernand for his map. Oê.rr eight- miiIO o coies were
distributed lnaWopewlthln a few years. As wvelf, the
Peters mep i l.,s inùê vvr20»W1) Cenian ichools, ln
the sovemnêt of'the~ Fedenal Republc ofGermany,
and la the Vaticmn, andi Is the officl I ap o, f UNICEF,
the World l1wath Organization, and Chistian. Ald..

UWç>rel "dons are vrynuch colouredIw the
map that was on your scho$ko wtlle" <ananls Or.
Hlead. lHeadl would lôve tewbt.b(he Pters and the
Mercator ,naps) used togettýet"',ià te. assroom, in
part because of the question s akot t artography lt
wwaild raise In students' rnlusdk"Any flat nlap 'h


