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EDITORIAL

The spirit of science

Last year, ing under what I idered to be a heavy
load of editorial duties at the Gateway, 1 dropped all my
university courses. Ididn't seem to get any more work done,
however, so this year I dropped back into my program, which
happens to be Science.

To tell the truth, it feels good to be back in class and lab.

1 am sure you have heard many cliches (or variations on
cliches) about science: about its nar , its
stifling preoccupation with facts, its indifference to noble
social crusades, it$ total unawareness of the soaring aspirations
of the soul, etc. B

The person who holds such views misses the central idea
of science, an idea perhaps best expressed in the writings of
T.H. Huxley, and which ap q ften even in university
science courses. It is an idea both revolutionary and fertile,
applicable to any field from pharmacy to philosophy. It is the
'.L that in intellectual matters a person must always be
guided by a ruthless and all-encompassing skepticism.

Such a tough-minded attitude is not for everyone. Itis not
for timid or stodgy conservatives, happy in their hoggish

1 y, or clinging patheticall ional ideas for

I'm man As HeLL
AND I'm  NOT Gowis
1O TAkE it anvvoRe ! | |

hopé and reassurance. It is not for soft-headed leftists,

: .
e e e s iaduing | T o | EETERE TO THE EDITOR »

shop as a social reformer.

I3 v

S P P explicit or implicit, that they
al it sect have a monopoly on that truth. .
Evenpe[;etyopk in mmimllypq'sycientiﬁc" G R
necessarily scientifically-minded, although experience leads A s S
me to suspect that gullibility is somewhat less rampantamong | .1 ifywwmﬁs‘om"dnk“?;
them than in the general populace. fr to the Gateway justifying, or at
t the scientific attitude leads to is, first, the constant | least explaining, why you have
testing of theory by observation. Aleng with this comes the | decided to introduce a male beauty
value judgement that doubt is the supreme virtue, and that |contest into your Greek Week this
faith is a crimie. This may seem irreligious, but in fact it is ne"- My concern is not that you
profoundly religious, because doubt is nothing but the |havedecided touse reverse sexism
affirmation that life really is a mystery. The priest, of course, |(Males ‘instead of females), but
always talks in solemn tones about "the mystery of life” but if |rather that you g“" resorted o
you look carefully you will always find him filling the vacuum “s‘"gsfr:l‘;ml;sc Ri" G At
with dogma. S ooy @ plug yourself or increase student
Finally, the scientific attitude leads to a greater exactness participation in your organization
of language, primarily the replacement of the word “truth” |you can come up with a better PR
with more modest and fitting words like “model” (see for |tactic than a gawk show.
instance the recent Scientific American article on Galileo), or One move that was political-

or “prejudice” (take a bow, Nietzsche). ask members of both the Gateway

Indeed, one of the best ways of distinguishing truly [and the Students’ Union Ex-

scientific persons ‘ffmm ;be Pre;‘enders is their choice of words. “““Vc:;::el:’( ’“g%;: fed ;’?i‘:n? ‘;z:‘:
truly scientific always hesitate to consider anything - f s

proven. The unscientific,on the contrary, are always straining s e e B

to make their theories seem solid and respectable.

Thus the creationists are always telling how “scientific”
their “creation science” (never “theory”) is, while ironically
arming themselves with the arguments of evolutionists, who,
with true scientific spirit, practise a degree of self-criticism LETTERS
unheard of in f;oreationist circles.
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Heather-Ann Laird is now married to the typesetting machine. Robert
Cook and Sandra Corbett arrived in time to save the gibbering John
Roggeveen. Bill Inglee is still green and suffering. Marting Beales, having
gone for help, is hopelessly lost in the dark. Roy van Hooydonk and Michael
Leitch sought help, and are now on the Yellow Brick Road. Jack Vermee is
reviewing the troops near the Elysian Fields. Robert Woodbury metanother
writer and took the path not travelled. George Longmore and John Algard
have gone to meet the Sea Witch. Karen Redford and Lorie White magically
appeared, while Bruce Pollock and Kent Blinston searched for trolls in'the
caves nearby... '
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