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HONOURING THE PATRIARORS

0 Banquet to the Old Guard

LAST week's banquet by the Canadian Club of Ottawa to the surviving
niembers of the flrst Dominion Parliament was well designed, but
unfortunately only eight of the twenty-four guests of honour were
able to, be present. Nevertheless, there were about two hundred

persons present, some important communications were read, some excellent
speeches made, and much honour paid where honour is due.

The occasion recalîs the two-fold difficulties of Confederation-those
which hampered its consummation and those wbich made its realisation no

0 easytask. In conllection with the former, Sir John Carling wrote as follows:
1It was in the early sixties, and the situation in Canada was serions

indeed. Elections had been held, but neither party was able to, secure a
working majority. Party feeling rose so high that the two leaders-Hon.
John Macdonald and Hon. George Brown-ceased to be on speaking ternis.
Seateinent an spcap rers sced ther wave :alin euarthoer ttrHn. wr

were going froni bad to worse. VWhither are we dri tinz?' was a standing

Sir ame Grnt.Quebec to, attend my parfiamentary duties one day, and when th.e train

coah i whch wa setedandsatdown beside nie. We soon got into
convrsaion th sujectnatraly bingthe political crisis. Fýinally Mr.

Browi brought lis hand down on the arm of the seat with sorte force and

w ~vehemently exclaimed, 'Carling, John A. bas the chance of his life if hie will

0only avail hiniself of it.' What is it? I asked. a*Let hini go in for confedera-
tion,' was the reply. 'Would you support such movement?'. 'Most decidedly
I would,' hie returned. Mr. Brown consented to my making known to the
cabinet the attitude of the Reformers on the Confederatilon question, and the

news was most welcome. The assurance of support gave the party in power
courage, the outcome being negotiations ultimately leading to- the consumma-
tion of Confederation."

The history of the negotiations, the differences of opno où many

Jp hases of the new constitution, the difficulties witb Nova Scti and New

Brunswick, the withdrawal of Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick,
are famuhiîar facts to constitutional students. But even when the B. N. A. Act
was finally worked through the British Parliamnent and July îst, 1867, Pro-

claimied as the first Confederation Day, there was much bard work'to be donc.
To change froni one forni of governiment to, another is flot an easy task forÔ any nation. The new Constitution had to be studied, interpreted and made
to work practically, The reorganisation of aIl the branches ofý government,
and the centralising of administrative and judicial autbority at Ottawa pre-

sented inany difficulties. Howevcr, the men oi the rirst Parliamnent did well8 Hon.JamesYoungand to theni be ail honour.
Hon jule ViltýgThe eight survivors who were present at the Canadian Qlub's banquet Senator William MîilIer

were Sir Mackenzie Bowell, Hon. John Costiga, Hon. William Miller, Hon.
0 William Ross, Sir James Grant, Mr. Basile Benoit, Hon. G. B. Baker and

Sheriff Hagar.
Writing in the Canadian Magazine in 1896, Mr. J. E. Atkinson described

the careers of five men who had been ini the old Parliament of Canada and
were then still serving at Ottawa. They were: Sir Richard Cartwright, Sir
John Carling, Sir Hector Langevin, Mr. Bowman and Mr. Bourassa. There
were four others who had served continuously fromn z867 to 1896: Hon. john
Costigan, Sir Charles Tupper, Mr. M. C. Cameron and Dr. Camneron. 0f
these nine veterans with unôroken records, only two remain in Parliament,

Sir Richard Cartwright and Hon. John Costigan. 0f the other seven, al
have passed to their reward except Sir Charles Tupper and Sir John Carling.

Long niay these four veteran parliamntariaiis live to take such enjoyment as

they may iii watching the upbuilding of the strong, young nation which Vhey
have helped to create.

The following is a complete list of the surviving menibers with the dates
on which they entered Parliament. It will be noticed that Sir Richard
Cartwright and Sir John Carling were in the old Parliament of Canada, and
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Sir Charles Tupper. Sir John Carling.
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