
The Western i«o0e Mon thly 23

LordJ
is te
uing,
ssage
y is a

for repaira? That la the plincipie of
tiiese aceumulations-making the moot of.
salvage. Should I have told ail this, to
the special service man? Hled have got
credit for being smart, and 1 would lose
m'y job without discussion. I prefer te
be-fired by the .head of- thia department.
'You can kive Ï;qthprity to have the stores
utilized by this department, and it might,
bc just as easy to get the right te have
car, nunmber 10548, assigned to this de.
pRrtment. The speclal service man sayait's here, and' he's rigrht.. It's right
under car, number 23402, used as a store-
room for the various accessories I have
catalogued. I had it pulled out of the
chute siding ne less than six times, and
they kept shunting it back-so I buried

Smikcs, you say, was fired. Not no.
Smikes was appeinted Fuel Inspecter,
with jurisdiction ever six coaling plants
like the oeset Haplo. The pilfering
bas ceased entireiy, but the housing ar-
rangements on the ether plants are
modeled after Haplo's. The six Italiens
speak and write English well, and cadil
is a foreman at onseof the chutes.

(Contluued fromn page 19).
.4Anikes thougbt.. Re thought 6t*li

,,~thiligs, tee, ibexn the stranger opene
-p-

"i've been looking after the handlii
ofvan, nuzriber 2114, arriving and leavi

Shere. It was broken in, the-_Xemegutý
ýpkich-in, but wsbrought in here -wýà
other damaged equipment. She arrive

-with complets fuirnahings, and lef t la9
'Ul~nght with a atove, two pairs blanketu

a van chair, two lanterna, several cookin
utensils and à amail cupboard Inissiaj
%Where are they ?"

The suddenness of the question startie
Smikes, but hbcaot nons of bis placiditý
gs assiired Mr. Special Service man th,.'
lis business was hoisting ceai, net searci

t~i for loat eqeipmeit.
"fCorne uow,»ý inasted the. Special Ser

dc man, "tàke, me dawÉ te the Italianç
aliack and let me look through it. Don'
think I'd put this ùp to you if I hadn1
seen your men bringing the goods acroài
-he tracks to their car."

Tbe-car was searched, but it was jusi
as the- Head had seen it. The specia
service man was non-pluased. "Thos(
Italiane are wily villains," bc con.
mented. "You'd better stay here w'hi1
go and get a statement from them. I'v(
get an interpSter ceming ln a f eu
minutes."

Smikes esat down to the long tablq
-when the other had gone andvwrgte-& let
ter to the Head:

"Dear Sir: The Speciai Service depa;t-
ment sent a man up to find a box car
that was here last winter. Speçial Ser-
vice nmen are necessary lu a big concern
like this. Other things are necessary,
too. You'Il excuse me for making a
story of this, but you must decide when
you have read it whether you lire me or
put the saving I have effected lu hoisting
celai against the price o f a box car and a
few, other things, and let me prove that
it can be donc just as easily on the
square.

"I've traveled Borne; been a mite in
and out of this Big Cheese, and paid my
way. But my failing seems to bea
liking for novelty. Now, hoisting coal is
as fascinating as whitewashing birdh
trees. The job needs a littie charrn in-
fused into it. This is best understood
* by the Italien element. I stuck on that
euphonious word, ecenomy, and talked it
over quietiy with my Dago lads. They
Jet me cail thern Dagos, but they work
for nie like devils. Now, the firet day I
bired thers was a broken steve lu their
car. I ordered a newr one. I might as
weil have ordered the Kohinoor eut of the
royal crown. Outrageous expense, it
was called, and a blus lins was drawn
across the requisition.

"A disabled van came along. It had
a good stove in it; it went out with a
broken one, and my Dago boys wsre
pleased. They scoured the yards. Short
ends of lumber were gathered up until
we hall enough to lins the car and build
cupboards. Ths other improvements were
made in the same way. The boys were
made confortable, they were living like
decent citizens, and pretty soon I was
getting a larger percentage of coal up
and having an casier time myseif. There
was certainly intereat infused in the
game-but after necessaries were accumu-
lated uiitil ws could store no more, the
habit of acquiring thern did not cease.
This is the habit I have to break to
prove that it is not nccessary. I will
give you an inventory of what stores
I have, and I will requisition for what
I neved from. monith to month. If the
requisitions are filied you can rely on
mne to use themn honestly-if this confes-
sion does not prejudice my case and con-
flrni me a crook. That is for you to de-
cide--I took oe means of beating,
4'eeouo)my,' and show you that it pays
to. k c(ýp up supplies, but I amn ready for
thie penalty imposed for acting without
autilority.

"! have 13 van stoves, 10 van chairs, 6
Matf ressea, 25 lanterns, 15 pails, 40
shovols, 10 lining bars, 6 spike bars, 15
va,) lampa, 100 pounds best waste, 50

g! scoal oi, 20 gallons black oil, 6
Ca~,5 oul ca ns and 100 feet of rope.

"1'eeare aIl necessities. I eau get a
gH of oul from the other departments
fo hdair, and for a steve I can get

a u ýe-just a matter of rcciprocitv.
Y011 1e eau use everything iu tiie com'-

P1i; 1 interest. Why should the con-j
Il"" f a damagyed van travel a thionsaiidI

>As dusk: steals o'er theprieadco
10breezesprire,\ n co

L-, Sweep through the grass and deep-
leafed poplar grove,

L-And the hour of stilineas creeps on -tired
tr I- nature,

r-I make my bed 'neati Ileaven's blug.~
n alcove.

I~ wrap my blanket round mue, and my
a saddle
il I place with coat tîpon it at my ]ead.

Ir My bronche browscs quietiy at bis picket;
9 The last rays of the setting sun
a shine red

t The llreflies lfighlt up their tiny lanterna,
e And roistering frogs begin their revel-

On1helinga.
Ontebill a lonely coyote baya the

moon,
a And many souinds arise from many
8 dwifings.

- A quictness and yet there is no quiet;
1 A solitude yet not alone arn T.

tA deep and awc-inspiring quiet tbat
L Ncaths you,
r 'Nath nature's wild harmonious

lullaby.
1Thc perfume of a hundred flowers blows

e'er me,
Thc creek's incessant' babbling fille

*My cars;
And bers I lay me down to sleep tilt

morning,
'Neath nature'a beauties, calm and

free frorn fears.
E. L. Chicanot, Lacombe, Alta.

On the Branch Uine

Thie trains on the branch road neyer
went very fast. There were varieus
reasons for this, ail good one. Nevcrtbc-
less, travellers from more populous
districts sometimes exprcssed forcible
opinions on the subjeet. Sulas Wetmore,
who rode back and forth te and from the
junction almost every day, took it upon
hirnacif to pacify such as were unduly dis-
turbed b y the waits and stops of the littie
sawed-off string of cars.

Oue day a particularly irritable pass-
enger sat next hirn. He not only coin-
piaincd that the train was slow, but
wished te know why it was slow.

*'What are ws stopping for now?" hie
asked.

Sulas lookcd eut the window.
-This is a station,-"lhe said, mildly.
-Don!t sec any," said the other.
"Oh, there isn't any building,- said

Sulas, -but it's a stopping-place."1
By and by thc train went on. Presently

it stoppcd, apparently in the middle of a
field. This time the stranger did net
inquire into thc remsons for halting.
But after another twenty minutes the
same thing occurred. Finally hie broke
eut again:

-"M'bat we stopping here for? Isn't any
station here, is they?"

-No station," said Silas. -We're stop-
ping for water."1

"Water!" cexclaimed the other. - Water!
Why, we just took in water not five
minutes ago. What do you mean?-

"olier leaks," said Sulas, patiently; and
thc otiier relapsed inte silence.
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