
15th FPRUARnAn. A. 1870

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate.

Gentlemen of th Hlouse of Commons.

I recur, with confidence, to your advice, and have much satisfaction in being enabled,
on the present occasion, to summon you to the discharge of your public duties at the
period of the year most convenient to yourselves.

The circunstances uider which we meet are, in many respects, auspicious. The BIounty
of Providence crowned the Il arvest with abudane, anîd matde the Fisheries îunusually
productive ; in many distriets, existing industries have been enlarged, and new enterprises
have started into nctivity, furnîishing fresh avenues for Commerce, and additional employ-
nient for our people ; whilst, every da.y, new sections of the country are being opened
to the 1 xbors of the hibaindmîan. iTie trade and wealth of the Dominion are on the
increase, and the equîal admîîinistrationt of the Laws mintais, as heretofore, the enjoynent
of a general sense of security.

I have watched. with mucli anxiety, the course of events, in the North West
Territories, UnTfortu nate misapprehensions of the intentions with which tlie country
was sought to be actpiired by C ha, have led to compica'ions of a grave ciaracter.
With aý view to tlieir rernoval, I have thought it desirable to exhaust eveay meaus of
conciliation, before adopting other measures ; and the latest advices lead me to expect that
the grouiidless alarms enitertained by at portion of the inhabitauts, have given place to a
desire to listeii to the explaniations, whicli T have caused to ie iade to them. Efforts
made iii the spirit, which hats anuimnated i (overimt tliroughout, can scarcely fail to
accomliplislh an equitable and peaceful solution of the existinîg difliculty, and, thereby,
secure the speedy incorporation of the North West Terrtories with Canada, an object so
earnestly desired hy the Enpire and the Dominion.

As the Act, for the temaporaîry Governnt of the Territories wlen united with
Cam/a, îwill expire at the close of the present session, a neasurr, providing for their
(4 overnmîent will be subhmn i ttedi for vour conisideration.

'l'ie Charters of most of the ilanks of tle Dominion were, last Session, extended for
a limitedl period, witi the view that <ltiring the interval the quiiestionts of Banîking and
Currency siuild receive the consideration whici tieir importnice demnds. A measure
inteided to enisure safety to the coniniumnity, witiout inte'rfering with the legitinato
operationas of the Baunks, will be sumiuiaitted for your conside-raîtioni, and will, I t rust, be
foind calculiated to pLwO thos n importanit iiterests iponi a soini aiain staiîle iasis.

The Laws in force on the sulîei ject oflectve Franchise, and the regulation of
Parliainentary Elections in the several Pruvies of the Dominion, vary nuch in their
operatiois, and it is important tlint, iiuiforim provision sho1id bue imade, settling the
Franchise, and regulating Elections to the llouîse' of (ommîîons. A meisure npon this
sil)jeut will be subiiiitted for your consideratioii.

Under the'operation of an Act of the Iipeial Parlianent, passed in the yeaur 1869,
to arnend the Laws relating to the Coasting Trale and Merchanit Shipping iii British
Possessions, a period of two years is given Ci tche Legislatures of the several Colonies of the
Empire to make provision for the regulation of their Coasting Triade. Tii the absence of
legislation on the suibject, within the period naaîmîed, the provisions of the Imperial Law
will be iii force. The extent and valhte of our internm.l cominmerce render legislation on
this suje2t desirable, and a measure with regard to it will be submitted for your
sonsideration.

The creation of a Court of Appeal, un der the powers conferred utpon you by the Union
Act, is a matter deserving you attenition. A miiecamre will be sibmitted to you for the
establishment of such a court, and foi conferrinîg tupon it certatn oîiginal jurisdiction.

The Year 1871 is that in which the next decemnnial census is fixed bylaw totakeplace.
As there are different laws on the sujmet in the severd Proviinces, it will, therefore, be
necessary to ass a Genleral Act, te estalish a uîniforn and accurate systeni throughout
the Doiniiiion. Steps have already been taken to secure the co-operation of Newfoundland
and Princ lwi rd I/dul; aId, I triust, a rensuis upon one systemn will be made sinamil-
taneously in all ler Majesty's British North American Possessions. I neeàl not expatiate
on the importance of the information which i le tables of the Cousus are calculated to afford,


