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neighbouring provinces, as to self-government, and a participation in anyrrangement tvt
imny bc effected with fti Ameriéan Governmient on reciprocity.

It is but candid thîat we should infurni you, that, judging fron experience, it will be
pcrfectly useless for the As*ctmbly to attempt any pr.tctical legislatiun %vith the Council
under, the present constitution, except at the sacrifice of its rights and the suibstîxntial intere.sts
of tie country to the aisumptions of'the irresponsible nomineesof the Crown. The Aecmbly
]ls alrendy subinitted to so many repeated acts of hunilintion, that no indepenient menmber
in it will feel hiiself justilièd in consentingy ta a renîewal of that course. - We tear, indeed,
tlat accurding to our pledges to our constituents; we shall not be abhle to impose any further
lievenue Bil on the country for the support of the prescnt system. Moderation and pru-
dence alike demîanded that forbearance, which the .Assenbly has for the Last four years
exercised, until -the tine liad arrived when its vicws could bo placed before an able and
impartial M inister, who has the power and th , disposition tu redress the vrongs of which
it justly complained

Your Grace will, therefore, perceive the source of our anxiety for your decision upon the
destiny of this colon, as it will influence the course lot only of our legislation, but also of
our trade, and afelct thc lence and prosperity of the country, accordàxg to thc result.at
%which you many arrive.

If Newfoundland should be:destined ta fori a link iii a feIeral or legislative union of the
,British North Anierican possessions, it is desirable that it should without delay be placed in
the enjoyment of those privileges, the proper exercise of' which would be necessary to pre-
pare it for a fuil participation in the advantages of so grcat and desirable a change.

vith reference ta the general finances of the colony, as bearing upon the question of
reciproeity, we would respîectfully remark that niothing would tend more to the inprovement
of aur financial condition than the opening of ncw mnarkets for the produce of our fisheries;

as the old contracted system of trade, heretofore pursued in, thxis ishuid, is inadequate to
the independent mnaintenance of our operative population, many m a whom arc consequently
at present thrown upon the Governiment for support, or driven froi our shores ta seekc
remunerative cmploymnent in the Uited States, we are persuaded of the necessity for the
adopition öf some such measure as rcciprocitv, which wotld induce capitalists of enterprise
ta embark in aur trade, infuse new lifie and energy into the pu1ruits of the people, and
develop the vast dormant and neglected resources of this extensive countrv.

On reference ta the aceconpanying statistical statemuents, you will percuive tit while our
inports and exports have increased, or rather have not decreased since 1 840. and ounr revenue
has gradually grown from 43,863 1. 14 s. i d. in that year ta 84,323 1. 4 s. 2 d. in 1852,
the condition f' the people and the state of the country have not improved by any nicans
either in the ratio of taxation, or the results of the trade in fiivour of the mercantile body,
compared with the bulk of the population, for you will perceive that the auiount paid for the
relief of the poor in 1840 was only 1,119 1. 16 s., while it was in 1852, 8,683 1. 0 s. 1 d., a large
sun, eovan making allowaxice for the partial failure of the potato crop.

The colony is also in debt about 120,000 Il., and no adequate value lias becn received by the
public for the taxesiîoposed and the debt incurred.

This is a state of things which, wC humbly submnit, clearly proves that there is just cauzse
of comuplaint, and necessity for a refori in our institutions. With free trade and fre insti-
tutions, this colony, after a few ycars, would not know. such, an affhiction as paupcrismii, iani
the colonial debt, with the:exercise of' proper economy, vould not be fult.as a burtheu by the.
people. Thev could then afiford ta bear increased taxation, if, that werc unecessary, to sistain
the credit of the Goverinent or ta pronote the improvenioxît of the country.

With undiminished confidence in your Grace, and sincere reliance on your candour and
good will, we phce these views before you, believing that you ivill regard theni in the
spirit in which t.hey arc really conceived; for we bcg to assure you, that it is our earnest
wish ta sec the aftlirs of the colony conducted in peace and harioony by poperly conîstitutcd
authioties; and in Common witli thiàjority of or fellow colonists, we shoultd be deligl ted
to be enàbled to cogoPerdte"withà responsible cxecuti C in carrying ont your view n ib-
motion of the public wyölfe.W er

We hae &c.
(slgued) P. 1. Little.

le Grac&e Ouke of ewcastle R. J. Parsons.
&c e~c &c.
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