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Laurier kept his wliole audience lianghig upoil his lips for more
tliaii an liour. Not for a single moment did his wotidrous eloquelicu

fail liiiii. «Von should liave heard Iiiiii, reader!
He expoitilded the doctrines and elucidated the priiiciples of

legal atid coiistitutional riglits Nvith ilie ease of a parliaineutary
veteran aiid the precision of a practised dialectician, He grouped
his facts so sk-ilftillý,, addnced his proofs alid atithorities witli Sucli
cumulative force, reared his arguinciits oiie upon the fouticlation of

another with sucli close, quick, inexorable loçyic, tliat bis conclusions
seenied to, flash ont of tlieir own accord, iiiiforced, but irresistible.
rwery part of the speech, moreover, «%vas liii-ed to the rest ili admir-

ably reasoned sequence, aiid froin bc-iiiiiiiig to eiid it flowed freely-
without lie.sitatioii, without a nionient's groping for words, aiid, at

the saine tiiiie, Nvitli never oiie superfitions syllable. And, if the
inatter of it was noteworthy, no less so was the iiiiiiiiier of its
delivery -. the soliorous aiid vibrating voice, the superb wealtli and
variety of intonation, the chaste siniplicity and appropriatelless of
gesture, and finally, the attitude of the speaker, as full of ilatural
ease aiid grace as it was of niag-isterial digiiity.

The entliusiasin it evolzed was indescribable. The outburst of
applanse wliicli greeted Laurier as lie resumed his seat contiliiied foi-

fiilly five minutes afterwards ; while Miiiisters of the Crown and
proiniiient nienibers of Parliainent flock-ed arouild Iiiiii, eager to

shake Iiiiii ;y the liand and offer tlicir congratulations. For liad
not a future party cliief proclaiiiied lliinself, and asserted his riglit to

leadersllip by the '« 1 ý-go nonlinor leo " that liad rung tlirougli every
ikvord lie liad uttered ? This fanions oratorical effort liad but one
defect, duit of discouragin- any further attempt on the part of
otliers. As I lieard a member of the House reinark If that
speech liad beeii delivered at the begiiiiiiiig of the debate, tliere is no

sayiii- wlictlier it -%vould not have turned the scale."
At all events Laurier liad gained the day as far as lie personally

Nvas conceriied. Froin tliat moment a place in the- Cabinet -%vas,
virtually assigned to Iiiiii ; and lie -%vas called upon to fill it in 1877,

iipon the retireinetit àf Mr. Cauchon, wlio liad just been' appoiiited
Lieutenant-Goverilor of Manitoba.

Tlieli occurred a sin1gular iiiishap. whieli furnishes a striking


