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-lish was thirowi in is al nLcessary evil,
an1d the boy's Christian educetion was
limited to a coipuhtory attendance at
chuIlch, wh'icre tlicy weio suîpposed to
listen to didactie discourses on teoreti-.
c'l Christiani ty.

Or1chard robbing was a favoiLte ex-
ploit in autumnii, and though the nieig-i
boring f'ltLîrmer's kept good watclh-dogs il
wVas now and thon acCOmplished io the
satisfhtion of the youing gentiemen,
A poor boy cauight in the act of coin-

litting such a depredation would have
becni sont to jail f'or it. HUow the differ-
cico of ran1111k altored the character of
the action has not bcon shown, but it
was, nlevertihelcss, a ffiet that orcai:r'ds
worc robbed by the boys of Monitem
College, that none of then wcrc over
sent to jail for it, and tiiat the utnost,
penalty was a caning wena very.
serions case occurtred, and the Oilonders
coulid be idon tlied. One fCarner h ad
thriatencd a civil action, but Ice was
advised noet to press tle natter by his
landlord, a gentleman of' coisider'able
property, wlhose son was being educated
atI the College, and toeok lindly to
apple stealing as a gencral course.
Love of niischief and a desire of adven-
turo vere, undoubtedly, the primo
motives. It as to be regretted that
these qualitics worc not: given a dileir-
ont bont.

There had ben a grand orchard rob-
bing expedition the niglt before the
qumro'l took place vNIicih lias been
recorded at the opening of this chapter.
Freddy Ellnsdale had beon pairtly teosed
.and par'tly laughied ito joining it. le
attempt was one of considerable danger,
and if lic had I fnnked> lie koiew lie
w'ould be called coivard for the lest
of his school life, and there are few
boys who wouild beai such an imputa-
tion quietly. The diflicilty aill cane
fron his having got nIixod up witl a
ivild set, but that was an accomplishod
fIct and eould not be romcdied.
. The robbery had bcon offectcd with

tolerable succoss, bat the farmer had
corne up to the Collogo that morninig to
complain of it, and sworo vengeance if
lie caught- one of the boys in tho act
ogain. Hie thouglt he kncw some of the
young gentionien wodid it, and ho
lalcect an unpleasant emnphasis on the

,wo'ds Iyounggentlemon He could

sweai to it, but he was as sure that one
o thoni, yoing Master Elnsdali; was at
the top and the tait of' it. The Master
had proumised to sec into the matter. H1e
rcally intended to do so, and it was
time.

The boys engaged in the robbery
knowi nothing about this visit, and were
enjoying the the stolen fruits of their

niglt's oxpedition as only boys can
enjoy sour apples andi a spice of danger.

I linsdlilo jinior'," shiouted oee of' the
Masters, wvho had corne into the play-
girotind just in time to vitness Blimsdale
junior in the act of thrashing another
boy. It did not predispose hin to judge
lis cause fivorably.

"ore, sir" trying to shako oit the
al)par'ance of disorder which haid reslt-
ed fri the fray.

The Master took Çuin to the privatc
rooni of the Head nmaster. Elisdalo
kiew there Nas " something up,' as the
boys called it. TJnfortunately) they
wore seldon sumimoned to tiiat ; aparit-
nint except for the purposes of short in-
vestigation and suminanry punishiment
of evil doods. Perhaps if they had been
invited to couc thore now and thon, and.
cncouraged to tell tlicir boyish troubles,
and oven their boyisli pleasures, there
wouild have beeti less necessity of a for-
midable numînber' of caties which lay in.
tie left hanld corier.

The Htoad Master addressed , hii
abruptly: I" You've been robbinîg ai
orchard last iiiglht, Elnsdale jiiniori.'

11 -- Re was about to utter an
ilindigai nt denial, wlei lie suddenly re-
miinber'ed that he haid probably beei
mnistaklei for Fred. 11e was silenît.
Tho Master very naturally took siletico
for guilt.

t thought so, sir, and I shall nake of

youî a publie examaple, thougli yo are
onec of the ioder boys--- or, rather, bcauso
yoi iro--- and I hiar you lave been fighit-
ing witlh aiother boy. NIow yon mauîy
go sir.

Wliat wias there in this to ielp the
boy> if ho wereo guilty ? What was there
to save hin fioin future wrong-doiiig, or
te encon'ago huimt te amuendt ?

A public castigation,.and the intita-
tion that it was for robbing Farnmnr Rob-
eit's-orchardi the night before, was tho
first notLice that Frodidy receive cof lis
brothor's accusation of and acceptanc
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