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lish was thrown in as a nceessary ovil,
and the boy's Christian education was
limited to a compulsory abttendance ab
-chureh, where they ‘were ‘supposed to

listen to didactic discourses on theoreti-.

cal Christianity.

Orchard robbing was a favorite ex-
ploit in autumn, and though the neigh-
boring furmers kept good walch-dogs it
was now and then accomplished-io the
satisfuction of  the young gentlemen,
A poor boy caught in the act of com-
mitting such a depredution would have
been sent to jail for it. How the dilfer-
ence of rank altored the character of
the action has not been- shown, but i
was, nevertheless, a fact that orchards
were robbed by the boys of Montem
College, that none of them were ever
sent to jail for it, and that tho utmost
penalty was accaning when, a very
serious caso occurred, and the offenders
could - be identificd.  One farmer had
threatened a. civil action, but-he. was
advised not to pross the muatter by his
landlord, a gentleman of  considerable
property, whose son was being educated
at the College, and took kindly to
apple stealing as 'a general” course.
Love of mischief and a desire of adven-
ture were, undoubtedly, - the prime
motives. It was to be regretted that
these qualities wore not given a diffei-
ent bent.

‘There had been a grand orchard rob-
hing expedition the night before the
quirrel took place which - has been
recorded at the opening-of this chapter,
Freddy Elmsdale had been partly teased
and partly laughed into joining it. The
attempt was one of considerable danger,
and if he had “funled” he knew he
would be called coward: for  the rest
of his school ‘life, and there ave fow
boys who . would bear such ‘an imputa-
tion quictly. The difficulty all came
from- his having got mixed up with o
avild set, but that was an accomplished
fact and. could not be remedied.

-The robbery had 'been offected with-

{olerable success, but the:farmer. had
come up to the College that morning to
-complain-of it; and swore vengeance if
‘he caught-one of the boys in ‘tho act

. «again. 'Ho thought he know some of the:
young ~gentlemenwho " did 'it, ‘and -he

placed‘an” unpleasant: emphagision’ the
- averds “young gentlemon:” - Ie could

junior in the act of thrashing another

for guilt.

Lo encourage him to amend? . -

swear to it, but he was as sure that one
of them, young Master Elmsdale; was at
the top and the tail of it. . The Mastor
had promised to sce into the matter. e
really intended to ‘do so, and it wag
time.

The boys engaged in the robbery
knew nothing about this visit, and were
enjoying the the stolen fruits of their
night's oxpedition as only boys can -
enjoy sour upples and a spice of danger.

“ Klmgdale junior,” shouted one of the
Masters, who had come into the play-
ground justin time to witness Jlmsdale

boy. It did not predispose him to judge
his cause favorably.

“Here,sir!” trying to shake ofl' the
appearance of disorder which had resul-
ed from the fray.

The Master took fiim to the private
room of the Head master,  Elmsdale
knew there was “something up,” as the
boys - ealled " it. “Unfortunately; they
wore scldom summoned to that apart-
ment except foi the purposes of short in-
vestigation and  summanry punishment
of evil deeds.  Perhaps if'they had been
invited to come there now and then, and
encouraged to tell their boyish troubles,
and oven their boyish ~pleasures, there
would have been less necessity of a for-
midable number of - canes which lay"in
the left hand corner. ‘ :

Tho Iead Master addressed -him
abraptly :* “ You've been robbing - an’
orchard last night, Blmsdale junior.”

“[——". e was about to utter an:
indignant denial, when he suddenly re-:
moembered that he had probably beon:
mistaken for Tred. He -was silent. -
Tho Master very naturally took silence

# I thought so, sir, and I shall make of -
you a public ‘example, though you-are
one of the elder boya=-or, rather, becauso::
you are-~and I hear you have been fight-
ing with another boy, Now you may
gorsies

What was ‘there in this to help the: -
boy; if ho were guilty ?-. What wasthere”
to'save him from future wrong-doing, or

‘A public castigation, and the intima-' "
tion that it was for robbing Farmor Rob-"

‘ort'srorchard the night befors, was the!.

first notice that Froddy received of his' .
brothor's' accusation” of and aceeplance:




