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MISSION FIELD.

CONSECRATION.

What is Thy will, my Father™
How can I servo ‘Tiee best

Whea now, athwart  y pathway,
The deep ming sha 8 rest®

Just where Thou wilt, Lord, lead mo ;
Thy voice I will obey .

At evory step I need Theo,
To gurtde mo 1n Thy way.

Just os Thou wilt, Lord, usa o .
Jmmerge my wall in Thino,

Nivaelf, my life, in, highest powors,
1 yfully resign.

All hfo’s bright hours; each conquest
‘Tho duty of to.day ;

Lach effort —true and carnest—
At desus’ feec I lay

ANNETTE AnaNpa DAVIDSON,

FIRST CHRISTMAS IN SKAGUAY.

Chrietmas wae ushored 1p, not by tho pealing of bells but by
bang, bung of the gune. At 12 o'clock on Christmas eve some one
fired & shot, ithin a fow minates it seemed 8 il every gua in
the city had shouted forth its defiance to tho Angel's song *¢ Peace
on carth.” The noise wus soon over, and soon after cawe floatiog
on {he midpight air music. Strong, sweet musio, in an unknown
toogue, and thoss who heard, listonod in wonder. Thoughts
wandered back again to that grand anthem that the angels sapg
eighteon hundred years ago to the shephords n9 thoy watched their
sheop on tho far off ficlds of Bothlshem, Then tho musio took
shapo in tho joyous hymn, ** Joy to the world.” Tho myetery of
the masio was solved next day. 14 was the native Christians oarry-
ing out tho good cnetom that their beloved missionary, Rev. Mr.,
Duoocan, of Motakahtia, had taught them, singing their Christmas
carol at the Church. Al honor to that great mnan, forty years ago
ho throw off tho trammels of the Charch, thet diotated a narrow
polioy ; bhe cut himself adrifs from the governmont, and with &
band of semi-civilized Indians, weat away to found a new home.
Ho has through all theao ycare been their guide, philosopher and
friend. And surely the godly lives and bright oxample of the
dozed Indians hero proolaim that his life hus not been in vaia.

Christtuas dawned bright and clear for this country, for it must
be remembered that wo sce littlo of tho glurious sup, though we
have muoro or less of hia light for about six hours daily. Tho day
wan oxceedingly mild and pleasans in overy way. I'he people of
Bkuguay did not forget the turkey and plum.pudding. The writer
bad soveral invitations bnt was unable to accept them all. 'T'he
U nited Siates Marshal was tho man to whoso lot it fell to satisly
his Aluskan appetite. No better dinner coald uny masn desire, no
pleasunter company oould eit around a Christmas table. The
Marshal is a splendid speciman of & man—a Canadian by birth—
over six feot high. 1le has many hard datics to perlorm, being
the only law oflicor 10 a town of over 2000 inbabitants. fle is
alwaye tho same--yqmeot, kindly, philosophto. But often in looking
at him and his genial wife, one 18 forced to think thoy have
somo thoughta thoy sharo not with others. Once only was tho veil
lifted and we got a glimpso of their sorrow. I'bo Marshal showed
ue his \mas gift which be valued above everythiag ho had ever
reoved, and yet ho wished ho bad nos gotat. 1t was a tastofally
mudo hair chain, bound with gold. Ase he beld 18 up his greas
hand trembled and his kindly eyo was moiet. All bosaid was,
*Itis our little girl's hair—sho lefs us whon sho was four yoars
old.*

The great ovent of the day as {ar as the Christians were con-
corned wag the Christmas tree. For woeks past tho children had
been under tho carefal trainiog of Mra. Strong, a lady of rare tact
und greet ekill in the management of children. The ladies with
tho assistance of a foew gontlemon deoorated the Church and treoin
a tastefol and creditablo manner. The Star of Bethichem bhung
abovo the platform. Underneath it a great seroll vwenty-two feet
long was unralied bearing tho words ** Glory to God in the High:
ost, * and uoderneath it a neat banner with ** the King has come.”
Thero wero a number of motienronnd thoe walls, Tho wholo church
was festooned with evergreens. Tho tree was the groat centre of
interest, It was n graceful, drooping fir-tree, hung with pop coro,
candloe, cornicopias, ctc, and on it was & present for overy child
1n Nkagoay, now about fifty in unmber. Among the presenta weoro
two Klondyke dells dreesed in fur teom head to heel, one for the
pastor and one for thoe contractor of the church, Mr., C. Broomfield.
The pastor was alao the recapient of a purse from the Ladies Axd
Nociety,and throe ladics presented a handsome chairandtableforthe
platlorm  The charch was tillod to overtlowing—not balt of thoso
prosens ovnld find scate, though additional seats had been scoured.

Many wero turnod away nneble to got in at all. The verdiot of all
who had the good fortano to enjoy ¢2is firat Xmae treo in Skagusy
ia that it wasa great success. It wae a strong resietiug foroo o
tho attractions of evil on overy side. For lLoro as olsowhero, the
devil'a agonts try 1o prostituto onr great Nmas fostival and make
it day of debauchery. Ono saloon evon went 80 far a8 to givoa
froo tarkoy dinner to overy one who camo.
R, M. Diengs,

HOW MANY CHRISTIANS IN CHINA?
BY LILE REV, & Al SHLSDY,

Various eslimatos aro given of the number of Christians in
China ; bat thoro scorg to have been no careful compilation of
statistios since tho publication of tho * China Mission Handbook,”
in whioh etatietics woro gathored for the year 1893. In the table
publishied in that work wo find that the numbor of communicants
reported wero 55,093, and tho number of ¢ inquirers " wore 12,495,
‘These * inquirers " aro generally understood 0 be man and women
who bave applied for baptiem, but who are neither baptized nor
admitted into fu}l communion until they have stood tho test of &
probation Iasting from six months {0 a year and a half, and have
been instructed in such a way thas they can intelligontly receive
tho Sacraments and give a reason for the hope that is in them.
Thoy aro sometimes tormed * probationers,” snd sometimes
“applivante for baptism.’ Mapy societies do not report this
class, and 12,195 is far bolow the trne numiar. Addiog this
number to the 55,093, we would have 67,588 professing Chrieticns
reported for the year 1593, whkose names were enrolled by the
varion3 Protostans missions oither as full mombers or as oandi-
dates for admission.

In the year 1890 statistica were carefally prepared for the
rocords of tho Miasionary Cinference at Shanghai. The number
of communisants reported (for 188Y) was 37,287. This gives an
increaso of 17,806, or more than 47§ per cent. for tho four years

ending 1893. If the inorease for tho nrxt four years was at the
sameo rate we woald have 81,262 commuaioants at the oloso of S}.)e
yoar 1897. As the moet encouraging reports have been coming in
we may feel confident that the rato of inorease has been oven
greater thau in the previous four years, and the estimate of 80,000
commaunicant membera and 20,000 applicants for baptism, or
100,000 professed belic vers enrolled upon the books of the varions
Protestants miseions of Chins, would be in all probability below
tho true number,

The inoreass of the thisteen years which intervened botweon
the conforences ot 1877 and 1890 (or, more ocorrectly, between the
yoars of 1576 and 1889), was moro than 175 per cent.

Tho following fixures are given to show the rate of inorease
pince 1807, when Robart Morrison bogan his work at Canton, as
tho firat Protestant missionary to China : Communicants.

In 1807.... Ceee s e 0
R 2 - 6

“1897.. ...... . 80,6400
Theee 80,000 commuoicants will bs found scattered thronghout
all the provioces of China, and in Formoss, which, altho belonging
nox te  1pan, may be reskoned as a part of the China mission
field. Supplying tho lack of up-to-date roporta by estimates based
upon a carcful stndy of the field, I have arzauged the following

tablo to show their distribution . Communicants
Chehkiang...... .. . 9000
OChili.coivieres tiieviine vivenine o 7.900
Fabkico...... Ceete s wesessessnssiann 17,000
Haipan Id.......ccciee oaen 80
Hopsn......... o eee e . 300
Huoan.. .... . . ....... . R 100
Haopeb. . .... ... 3,500
Kapsaoh. ... .. .. ... feen e s 150
Kiangsi  «ovoivneen oenanln v eeee 1000
Kiangeu...... ...oevveee i o ... 3,000
Kwaugei...... Lo 20
NKwangtong.... ..... ....... 12,700
Kweichan., .. ...  ..... L e 80
Manchuria.... . eestrris aereseeens 7,200
N ) o .. G600
Shansi.. . . ... 1,500
Shantung...... ... - .. . 12,000
Shensi.. . .. .. .. 530
Nzochuen...... . ch e .. 660
Yanoan......... aeen 60
Formosa.. ..o ceni.. o a.n 3,500

TotAleer ivir tenvaes oo eeeerees 80,000

Moat of tho atatistics which wo ece pablished in America are
at lesst a year old befoto they avo given to tho pubiio, and nearly
evory hist 18 incomplote, important missionary orpanizations, with
hundreds of communicants, beivg left ont entitey. Yresont indi-
cations load ua 4o believo that a fall report for 1900 will give 100.-
000 in foll comwanion, connected with the Protestant Church in
Chioa.—Independent.




