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FIRST CHRISTrMAS UN SKAGUAV.
Chîristtmas was ulstîred in, net by tha pealing cf balte but by

bang, bang o! the Rons. Ai 12 o'clock on Christmas ave sae ane
fired a shat. WVitii a few minutes it gie"med as if every gîîn in
tic ciîy lad shouted forth its detiance ta lie Angel's sang Il Peaco
on ('arth." The noise wits sean over, and san alter came flating
on its midniglit air musie. Strong, swveet music, in an unknown
tangue, and thosa wtîo hoard, istenad in %valider. Thoughte
wandered back again ta thai grand aniberu thai the augels sang
aighteen hundred yeard aga te tic shephards ai tlioy watclied ilseir
sheep on the far off fields of Beothlehem. Thon tha music teck
ahape in the joyasîs bymu, IlJoy te the warid.- Tua m>stsry of
the munie we.3 solved nexi day. ht was the native Iiîrisiians carry-
ing oui the Roud cnetomn that their betoved missieaary, Rev. NIr.
Vuceans. of Metakttlitt, liad tauglit îlem, singing their Chrititmas
carot ai the Cisorcli. A») honor ta thai grent insn, tonty ycars ago
ho tbraw iT the tranusmets of the Charcli, thal diotated a narrew
pîîlioy liho cut hiniseif adrift trait tbe government, and witb a
band oftesemi.civitià'ed Indians, waaî away ta found a naw homne.
Hlo lias tirougli ait thesa years beau their guide, phiesophor and
friend. And sureiy the godly lives and bright oxampla of the
desyed Indiana liera proolis blet bis la lias net bean in vain.

(Chriettuas dawàîed briglit and iara for ibis country, for it muet
be reniembercd that wua sc littia cf tha giarions sun, biîougli wa
have nurl or tests cf lise tight for about six heurs daity. The day
wai oeoedingty mitd and ploagent in overy way. T'he peupte of
Skuguay did nat torget the turkey and pulum-pudding. Tha irriter
liadt saverat invitations but was unabta te accepi ttsems ail. The
1 nitd Stages liaruhai irais tho man ta wboso lci it feit ta estis!y
lits Altiukan appetite. No botter dînner coutl any man desire, na
pleaisanter oompany coutil ait aroutid a Christmas table. The
Yarulialilmu a splendid apecimau o! a min-a Canadian by birtli-
avec six lent higli. lie has mauy liard Slutins tu parform. heiug
the oniy lair oflcer in a tawa cf avec '29)(1st inliabutanîs. lie is
aiways the sanie-îuîi, kintty, philosophie. But ofion in looking
ai im and bis gantai wite. ene se orood ta think bhay hava
samie thoughts tlioy share net wiih altiers. Once ouiy was tbc vieil
liied and ire gel a glimpua o! tboir sarrair. rho Marchai ebowcd
us his \mas gi whicts ho valiied aboya everything tie had ever
rooaved, aîîd yei ha wishced ho had nat gel il. 1it was a tasioiully
made hait chairs, batiuS waii golS. As ho batS i up bis great
liaid bremblid and bis kindty aoe iras mioisi. Ail ho said iras,

Il mu iar lite girl'a haîr-sho left lis iran sa iras four years
aid.'

2The great avent ai tha day as fat as the Chlristians wre con.
oorned iras the Christmas troc. For irot past lsea childreu hll
heen uttder the cacefut training cf Mra. Stcang, a lady et rare tact
and greet ekitl mn tha management cf chitdran. Tha ladies iil
tlie assittance ai a feir gentleman deoorated tue Churcli aud trec in
a tasiofat and credîtabta marner. Tise Star of Biethlehemi lung
aboa the piatfornm. iUnderneatiî it a great seratt twonty.twa feet
long iras unrlted bearing the mords IlGtory tc, Ced in ltse tIigh*
eit.~ suad tiaieraeaths i a neal baniner ith Ilthc King lias camne."
'ITiere ra a nuiiar oi molttc round tbe wats. Tho whtile cburch
was fostoloned irith ei-ecgcsene. Tho Irce mas the great centre cf
intereat. fi was a gracoful. drooping tic-brec, bang îvith pot) corn,
candiot'. eornioopias, etc . and on i was a prosent for every chilS
in Skagnay, nom about tifty in nnmber. Among tha prescnis era
Iwo hi tond3 k. doits ircosed in fur tram he*d to lienl, ana for the
paitor an-i anc for the contracter oi the church, MNr. C. lirocmfleld.
Trie pester iras aeo lise recîtuient of a purue frein the L%~dies ilid
Sociely, and bhceé Itdies prellentod a handsne cbairzud tablefortha
platierni Tise ch.srcls was tieit1< ove: tlowiug-not bat o! thoua
prescrit owald inS eats, tbougi additional tse liaS been coured.

3tany wero grmait away nbie ta Rat in ai ail. The verdie% Of ail
Who hasd tha god tortune ta enjoy t:ài firat Xmase trca in SkagubY
is that it was a great BUOCOIS. It was a strotlg rcslisitn farce O
tho attractions of evii on overy aida. For liera as oisawliOta, the
dovil's agents iry ta prastituta aur greaa Xnias festival and matin
it day o! debauchery. aOn saloon aven went so tar as to 141v0 a
troc tur<ay dinner ta overy ane wlia cama.

HOW MANY CHRISTIANS IN CHINA?
îI M lE liixv. .1. A. i.i .

Varions estimabes a ra given at tbc number ot Christians in
China ;but thora soorue ta hava been na carefai compilatioan a!
statistios Rince tha publicatian of the "lChina Misision Ilandboak,"
in whieb staisios wora gatbared farthble yoar 189.1. lu the tabla
publiied in ihat wark wva Llnd that tbe namber o! communicante
reported wera 55.093, and tha numbar et Ilinquirers " woe 12,4195.
Thesa Il inquirers " ara geaerally understoad ta bc men and womon
who have appiied far baptieni, but Wlio are neither baptizod nor
admitid inta tuit communian nil they hava siood tha test cf a
probation lasting tramn six mantbe ta a year and a haitf, and hava
born instracteid iii aab a way that tliey can inteiiigontiy receive
the Sieramente and Rive a reason for the hope thai in in thcum.
Thuy ara somnetimes termcdl 1,probationere," and sametimea
Iapplitiants for baptiemn. ' Many societies do net repart this

clhsen. and 12,195 in fat below the truce nnn.t'ér. Adding tbis
numnbîr ta the 56,09:1, we wauld hava 67,5S8 prafessiug Clirisiitane
repartedl for the year 18931, whee names wera enralled, hy tha
varions 1'rotestant missions aither as tait inambers or au candi-
dates for admission.

la tbe year 181.0 etatisticil .vers caret ully prepared for tise
records cf the Missionary (2)nfercnoco ai Shanghai. The number
af cammuniciants reportedit (or 1889) wala 37,287. This Rives an
incrcasa cf 17,800, ar mare than 1-5 pet cent. for tbc four years
ending 18931. If the increase for the nrit tour years was ai the
Rama rate Wa woald have 81,262 communicante At the close efthei
year 1897. An the maet encouraging reports have been eoming in
wve may teed confident tbat the rate cf inerease lias been aven
greater than in the proviens four yaas, and tbe eetimate o! 80,000
communicant membors and 20.000 applicanis for baptism, or
100,000 professed bliiivers enroiied upen tbe booke o! the varions
protestants missions o! China, wouid bie in ail probabili*.y be!ow
tha truc number.

The inorease ot the thietean years whieli intervenel botween
the conforences of 1877 and 1890O (or, mare ooirreoiiy, beiween the
years a! 1 8-j6 and 1889), was more than 175 par cent.

The toiiowing figures are given ta show the rate of inarease
Rince 1807. whon Itobert Morrison beRan bis work at Canton, as
tha firet Protestant rnissioary ta China: Communicants.

In 1807 .... O
1.112............ ...................
1853 ............ .................. 35()
180 ....... ..... ................... 1,000

1805 2,000
187t, ... ... .. 13,515-

"1886............... ........... 28.000
1881.1............................:7,287

' 1893 .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . 5.093
" 1897 .. ... so,<io

Theîe .0,000 communicante wiit lis fouud scaitered tbroagliaut
ait thie p-ovincas of China, and in Formosa, which, aube lieionging
now gr' ipan. nmay bie reckaned as a pari af tha China mission
field. bupplyîng tbe lack cf up.îo.date reports by estimates baged
aipou a caredai sauy ofthe field, 1 bava arr.aged the toilowing
tabla ta show thesir distribution .Communicants

Chehikiang .... 9,000
Obii............ ......... ........ .. 7,000
Falikion ............ ................. 17,000
Hlainan Id ................ .... ..... ... 80
flouais..... 300
lIunan..................100
Ilupab ... 3,500
]Zansul.................. ..... 150
Kiangsi...................... ....... 1,011
Niangeu ...................... ..... 3,000
Kwaugoi .... 20
KýwauRtung .... ................... 12.700
Kweioban. go
Manchuria .... ...................... 7200
Ngauhwei......................... 00
Shansi 1,51)o
Shantung........ ..... 12,0o0
Sheni. 550
,i.cobnen... .0... 60
Ynnnan.. ................ .... .... ... 60
Formoisai.. .............. ......... 3.500

Total ........ ....... ......... »....80,000
Ileoit af the statistics whieli wa cs publiuhed in Amorica are

at lesit a year aid beforo they aia given te tha pub;ic, and nearly
aery tîsi i. incomiolao, important missianary or#,anizistiaas, with
hiaîdreds af communicants, heiDR le!it ont enlirûo.v. 1>rosont indi-
cations lead ne ta believa ibat a fait report for 11100 will Rive 100.-
000 in full cacn,îanion, oonreteýd with the Protestant Cliureli.in
Chi na.-In.ittriden .
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