
A -JEWISH CL'LONY iN HONAN. 6

Verylitte ha bee -nde known iLgarding the coloniv of late years, and
what bas coi-ne to liglit is saddening in the extrenie.

Such are a few of the historical incidents rcgarding one sinali remrnant of
God's chosen people.

Their past is fuil of interest and instruction. TIheir carcer in China hb
been a chequered one. One cannot avoid asking, %vas there a Divine pur-
pose in their coming to this land ? Ifso, how lias thiat purpose been fuIfilled?ý
Have the Chinese been benefitted by contact %with thern, or hlave they degen-
erated throughi their intercourse wvith the latter? They possessed a certain
inouiit of knowledge of the true God, and for rnany centuries worshipped

Hlmi, after the 1iivincly prcscribed nianner in the Old Testament, but there
is littie tu showv that they gave tu others a knowledjýe of Hini. There history
does flot miteriallv differ froni that of other sections of the saine race in
different lands, but their position in the heart of China for sucli a lcnigth of
urne lias been a Sti*211! cOne. 'hle Christian owes so inuch to the Jew that lie
canniot view without iauragled, feelings such a history as the race presents

*Vheir present position is about as hopeless as the nîost rabid of their
cîxeiies could desire it to be. They have preserved their identity foi about
two thotisand years, and cze about to lose it now biv ab'sorption in/o helez.iis.I
It lias often heen, observed that when Jeivs beconie Christians they lose mnany
of their characteristics. In thiat case they lose their traits by the adoption ul
un elevating and enxîobling faiîh. Here the very reverse of thait proccss is

takng )laC.This is occuring too at a tinie %vhen tlic evang<elizationl of

China by Protestant Missionaries is being carried forward ii aI vigorous, hop>-
fui sipirit. To quote again fromn Dr. M.Nartiin's suggestive article "Near tilt

* niargin o? the Pogang lake there stands a lofty rock, so peculiar and sohitary
that it is known by the naine of flue " little orplian." 'l'le adjacent shorc is
iow and level, and its kindrcd rocks are ail on the opposite side of the lake,
wvheaîce it semins to have been tori awvay by soine violent convulsion, and
planted immnovably in flhe hosoîn of flie water. Suchi tu nie appcarcd that
fragmient of thc Israelitishi nation. A rock relit froin flhc sides of 'Mount Zion
by soine -reat national catastrophe and projccted into tilt central plain of
China, it lias stood there, while flic centuries rolied by. sublinme iii its anti-
quity and solitude. It is now on thc verge o? being swallowed up by the
flood of paganisni, and the spectacle is a iiouriful one. Th'le Jewvs thei
selves are deeply conscious of tlieir sad situation, and the shadow of an in-
evitable destiniy semrs tu be resting upon thean.
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