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ek of £ do mot sthe myslf solnd with a8 5 mapt attontion

Tetrhes ddelay an possible 1 may find chat st
118 Toc date Lad) Trage nmists 0 tahing
me t my voum herw il aud shoetly affor-
wards
are four or fine Judies havnge oy

tack aud nnmense turndusen wollar

And 18 1t esory sense a carpet buight AL

wresent tns sngular apecimen o

fhumanity s a vory aupertor persen Mrs
bly of ' go derfuils 1

dny  and that i argume ns abiuced are
stawerabic This flatters e mdasdod
e the fop -f Jus bent qud i you 0 ean
fuls § Hew up the fasommble nnpression
diaty sl havecreated, you frse mads
+ frend Lor hie

+ war thus i a great measure that I
succceded i goting vik Lady tace &t
tatend . st 18 thus that | onow mabs »
frund o the Hishope wife  She woes

ar

Sier before T ewe the oyur the whole qround from the tmesf gt hueb
sublieation of the Exssyaand toviows the atray and intorropied comiersations gete

thee g
unul the prosent dace and T It o oan af
1 rarely intorpose and
d ot a8 merely fasnca AR
ou have madd the pem clear 0 me
;m fiest e Thenk yau s much

wha
“stow
“far ¢!

o fo her boudatr where there fop the trouble you are tahing, now 1
The ynderstand it P
men have not yet roturned from shootingi { - Tho result of my half-hour s martydom  geet of hor tended
bat there 13 an oxtraonbinary mdivuiual
of the asthene typo, with hare lown s
This
young gentlemen loes 1ot shuot or hunt.

~for the leeture continues until the men
gome w—s that T have thareughly m
¥mlialul wysolf with Mrs Broadway, and
ady Duner aftornards tells me that she
hears her obsorve e Lady Gage. - What
Despard iv—

|

is reciting sume poviry

s s conpontion— s Mrs Broadwnys,

the Dighop s wife, who. with vager wlances.

0 3t s really o
pleasue ti talk fo hor

What o bumbug 1 am ' However, |

amt bated breath, is drmkiog m every cart help it One musi live by onvs wits.

wond of the effete nensenso that ths idiot
1f there 18 one class of betgs
it isthe

w nttering
that | loathe more than saother,
swsthetos  They don t i the least amuse
mo, and thero 38 notlung to be got out of
them

Jadont huaw a soul m the reom but

o, that

1 ash

when Lady Gago presents mo, 1 fane
1 am somewhat eoldly received.

after Lady Damor, and am told that slio

is resting after her journey Just before
dressimg for dmner, 1 we to hor roum
Thore 1 a jouny sirl kcolug i the tire
Sho s strakingly beautsful, with a hugh
bred, refined. and singularly expressise
face, o small, well-shaped liead dark hade,
atnd b blue slreamy eyes. She is tall,
and Ras asuperl figuie - Beatrec”
a8 Lady Damer; m addressing Lier as
Ao rses o iy entrance, © This is Mrs
Despand. of shiom 1 have su often spohan
tayeu  Lena, you recollect Me. Balfour,
whom we mict at Ostend? Ttus 1s the
young lady whe is jast going tu make him
aliappy mon Lot we present you to Miss.
Vyse”

- * »

On_going down to the drawing-room,
the first_person 1 see e my old friend
Frank Fuefield, of tho Coldstreams.
Frank is n good Jooking young man about
twenty-five, with far hairand blue eyes,
bleseed with an execllent constitution, a
porfect temper, and_ twenty five thousand
A year. He b, toreover, o eastlo and a
deer forest in_ Scotland, an estato
Iampshire. and a houso in St. James's
Square  Wo hiase been fast friends ovor
sneo o was a boy at Eton, and if the
truth must bo told, T beliove T was his
first Jove. Howorer, all that nonsenso is
now over, alhough we avo atill tho staunch:
cst allics possiblo.

Ho comes up to mo and shakes hands,

=My dear Frank,” 1 say, *you aro
< the very last porson I oxpiected to seo.
_\Whasnver hroaght 1

e < W
1 hopo you are not disappointed,” he
rophes, **and I came horo thiteo or four
" days ago, becanso l was ashed by my
aunt, lady Gage."

+is Lady Gage an auntof yours? 1
had no aden of it.

4 Yos,” he 3438, laughiug, 1 have ono
or two respectable ralatives, althovgh yett
probably wouldn € imagine it

When dinner is announced §am, much.
to my dehglht, tald off to Frank, and as
my other neighbor, a bucohe indivadual
of somo seventy summers, hestows undi-
vided attention ur his dinner, and dues’
not trouble me with any conversation
whatever, 1 am able to make the most of
the Giuardsman

Ho questions me as to all my recont
Qoinigs. and_ naturally 1 tell him” just as
tuch as | thiuk proper.

“ Lady 3. was saking mo the other day
i1 hnow you,” says F .

s indeed 7 1 Teply. 1 hope that
id not give moa very bad chameter.”

- says. ““1 am not one vf
als Wwho habitually speal. the

N
those ?uduidu

.

= Youmpudent boy ! how dare you 7-
Nothing that Frank aays ever uffel

Iie goes on. < Haie you scen idnch
Fortinhras Iatoly? Poor old Jack T 1 aus
afraid he has como rathier to yrief ™

2 Yey; | only met him the vther day 5
and a'though ho has not oxactly come to
gowf, yer | fear he's w rathor low water:
at !m-mnl :

dont care n straw what any one
says agawst wld Jack, * ho  continues
51 ho s w scoundrel, hes a very amus-
ing one. Mo has alnays run perfectly
atraight_with ne, and 1 felly antend to
atick to him

My dear Frauk, you aro ono »f the

most generous-hearted men T hnww.
2Nt atall,” ho maye. By tho way,
y st xaw hiim I1at 5 i there any susgle thing
= Y dofur tho uld boy
Ve 1 reply. © Ask your Aunt
ins st him down hero.

signal for departure, and with tho rest of
the ladies 1 mmln into the drawing-room,
1 commence tal
we are soon jeined by Mis. liroadways,
the Bishop s wile, n shore, fat, it} dressed
person of eight-and forty, with the man
ners of A houremaid and the arrogance «
a sdrum major. Lady Baner ntrodue
u.% and sm afterwards goes off to tall
ta Lady Gage -
Strange av it sy apperr, £ am alway
being brought n contact with relig
persple, or to speak mure correetly, th
cirnyend clement.  Aml whether they a
Hugh Chureh, Low Chureh, Broad Churel:
or Nes Church = whether theyare Aemen
ans, Calvinista, Bugcista, orJens. 1always.

uda me

At this moment Lady Gago gites the ™

hing t Eady Damer, aud -

or otherwise. and i ix necessary that
wine should ho brought protty frequently
into requisitn to eho out my miserable
L6000 year

Dieoctly the men roturn Frauk comes
s e 1m0 and sags. 7 Oh tabout wlhat yut
wore avhing mc— of coursa I wall aerange
it, when do you think Fortinhras conld
come I

“At ouce, 1 should fancy,” is my
answor.
=1 will speak to Lady Gage to-mght,”
a1y Fraub, ~and will send Jack a wire
i the morning

Thank Heaten, that waattlel  Tdont
«quite Anow what Jack wauts here on his
own account, hut I have quite determined
what [ want Jum to do for me, and that 18
fo maho ap to Miss Vyse. and, if possiblo,
compromse her wnone way, and so break
off or, at any tate, postpono har marriage.
with Algy Falfour

For mad as you may think me, my deut
dary, I have made up my mnd, by hoak
wr crooh, to securo dear Algy to mysclf,

From my experience of h}i‘m at Oend,
1 am quite confident that, Miss Vyse vut
of tho way, it would he vory plun satling.
1 wust caudidly confess that 1 feel nan
awful wreteh to thus plot agnst-a young
girl's happincss; but, afterall, every one

for himself and the desil tako the hind-
nost.
Miss Vyso is vory young; I ahould

searcely think sho istwenty, nnd she has
all her Tifo beforo her. 1, on the contrary,
am considorably over thirty, and the less
1 say about my past the better.  But now
Thare the strougest, posublu y carnng to-
wands the respectable, and am dotermined
to succecd in my object : and if & hundred
young girls stood 1 my way 1 ahould bo
atterly remorseless.

1seo searcely anything of Miss Vyso this
osening, ns ahe is rathor unwell and gocs
to bed guite carly. Toor girl! if she only’
know the trap_that was_being prepa
forlice 1 After all, it I am successfnl, I
verily behieve that it will bo the best thng
in tho world for Algy. [ am suro that [
shall miho him an’cxcellent wife, o fas
better one than his present intended,
Young girls don't understand men, and
it takes them mx or cight years Leforo
they know how to nake them comfort-

e

Well, I have mado n good beginning to-
night. Jack will doubtlvss be hero in
cight and forty hours, and when onco he
starts a acheme that is hihely to benefit
b, Tig is what Fruk Fairfield calls a

yer
The Rishup's wifc wishes mo tho most
cordial good-night, ns also does Lady
Gage, whoso good opinion 1 have entirely
Fogained : and wath a mind thoroughly
contemed and a conscience that has at ali
events ceased to annoy me, without the!
aid of chiloral sk intu the most detictons,
dreamless alecp. and do not awake until
Felicio appears with my chocolato the next
mornmny

While T am drossing my mind rosorts
to the subject of Lady Damor. Do whiat]
1 wilf 1 caunot divme the sbject of her
sudden affection, I she does not soon
Zahaw Der cands, fommine curiosity will
eriumph, and 1 shali ave to ask hor pomt
bk, However, 1t 18 a good fairy that
-has beon at work, fur m\)t’iung more for-
tunats than the receut course of ovents it
impossiblo te conceite.
My good night's rest has considerabls
Denetited wmy pormcual appearatice, and
when 1 an dressed, aud Jook at myaclf in
the chioval glass, 1 am o satisfied with!
what | sca reflected that a focling of re-
_grot comes ovor me that Algy Balfour is
Tt Dere.
| About eloven J go down to breakfast,
“and meet Frank Faicfield comiug vut vf
the diny

i

I

oo
i Good-motuing, Lena.  hosaya. “Jnck
tiscoming T was up carly this momng.

nd telegraphed to Inm, and have just got.
his reply.  Hero it is,

Aud fhiero it 18, suro ennugh.

* Eromt Carraly Forrinerax, Aibany,

g Carrus Fanrtrto, Denston
Park, Bucks.

#.Just got yours Thauks, awfully.
Mall bo down tonight in time for
wner.

CHAPTER VIL
* Denston Purk, Bucks, October.
1 AT breakfast some one proposes that
those Jadies who caro abott 1t alivuld walk

Nu ono appears to oxhibit any aluerity’
n accepting thia intitation. hut at Jast
Misa Vyso says, *1should bho it of all
thiings if any other indy will come too,

_ geton well with them, for [ hyvioan un-, 1 am duwn her throat in 3 woment.
Fuling rocipe for so doing. 1t is this.i 1 ahall bo delighted,” Tany **Shall
Whon the rehigisus topic is started Talwaye: e go and get ready? And 2o it is

aflect to dissgreo with the enthusiast, ang
then It him or hee gradually cenvert. yor
te thoir mods of thinking Sy that th
matter has nover before been prosentod
it so clear nway 3 that what was
plexing to you is now cloar as

to you
always per;

tled

Needless to add that I endure a perfect.

o i martyrdom tramping alony wet fiolds with

n bouts, une of which | nearly leave

&

Bt spie of All=he ternbic discom-
Fors 1l at | e thronglfe
g {wt-aore, wot fol Hie shin shaotss

and i, and with §If the premomisry n
symptoms of & violedt cold- m spite of f
Tail thus, Usay, T am \»ir; wlad that | went.

for st has enabled ph o have Miss Vyse <
1 myself for thoe grex
awd fuain o thorouzis naght it hier
charaater, fastes andpecnhantios

that one has m a councey house, Tl
aseortained duning ous walk s o
speedily gathered that Miss Vyse
| romowhiat jealous  sheposition
Six;wl wy carde aes edingly.
row the Contorsa

+f & general character zound to the sub

1 hue v
1 scon

1 was novor o wurprised 1t my o, | f
[ my dlear, a8 whon [heard that Mr Bilfour
was gowg to be marred, but all my sur-
| prire vanishes whon T ioch at you i
2 Indecd
was that 1°
*+That is a littlo pecrat, my dear child,
which perliaps one day [ will toll you but
you must not press me now. "

“Oh pray, Mrs. Despard, dont fot
us havo auy miysterv about this. You
Tave beots st sympathetie and hiwd to me
that 1 feel T have known you for ages
mistead of only n fow hours. | am sure
that thero is somothing nbout A gy that 1
sught fo know, and whieh you are heeping
bach from mo,” Do teil o overything, §
mplore 17

“Thore is really very little tu tell, T
answer, - but yo must oxcuse my saying
anything more on the subject at tho
present moment  Later on, 1[ 1 thnk 1t
necessary for your bappiness, 1 will toll

H

fc

v

n

yo

This httlo comgraation had pecisely
the effect that 1 had mtended. 1€ Toit
Misa Vyeo full of all sorts of jorlous doubts:
with regard to the future, and haz pre-
pared the ground for the seod that 1 -
tend to row at no very distant date:
fact, upon the first favorable opportunity.
1 hase by this timo hi lished

b

ter part of thoday. nsin

What If 1w snythine
hecn wecks it finding nut tn able although 3t were &

and baving your views. 1 think i s
1 of 8 e knew thar My Balfour was engaged distaico by us follos-plotier.

tion wihich at first was! young girk
murnurnng i

in souwo measure. 1w pacifyin
% Sl auswered - and how! tunato guel : and { inally Joft
0

sd
derrest Mrs_Despard, how much 1 griove

wifo !
all t
duty compelied yon to roveal - 1 can

Judas-lke
absolutely necesary to carry my point,
and ta offect n rupture botween Algy and
Miss Vyse. Tho mateh will now : of course,

olcloch to-morrow murning,’
dismisany my maid for tho mght,
i 3 a

- Dearest Mrs Diespant T will oot fet

 spite oF rebnene you e ot you 1d! me what at all o

From a woth & of nustahon hand-
cpig sometlang back

acans
Grsy 3ol AIp e
oo

<1 am soery thae by au wnguanied shy
A the tobgue | hase beon se unfottunate
Fise youE suspictons, my leas”
< What Tas Ay done Mrs Despard -
discracofal ot dishonor-
Wil e, | owalt

¢ apeah tohun agan
My awect chald i fhese arc reatly
wy daty ta let

e ut the tme he proposed te3ou

My heart snutas me as 1 lvok at the
She turna ashy pale, and

chohing aceents. * Oly,

Aoy, Ay mitha almust senseless on the
foor. R . .
Aftor bio diflieul ded

T
(i the unfor-
her, having
onuforfed hier ay best 1 eould.
+1 will never speak_to him agam. * she
1 will yoturn all Lis Jotters  And.

1 you© What you must havo suliored ©

Harw sgnoble bas been his conduet*™ she
ojaculated.

= Just imagine s darng to
prapose to ue when yout were his promised
Hlow truly nuble of you to heop
hach fromt mo unhil your senso of

nover be suflictently grateful ta you ™
“"Good mght, darling  Godd bloss you,’

was my roply, as L left hor to go tumy
W3 Toom.

My conduct has cortauly been smost

But what 1 have doug was

be broke off, and I must sce if I cannot

find another husband for this chintnung
young gl

“Feheie, you aro to call meoat soven
1 sy, on
and

wysolf 1 Miss Vysos conlfidence, and I
that” ms tash will be much
oven I at finst anticipated
‘The only circumstance that could pussibly
mar tho success of ‘my scheme would bo
theadvent of Algy himsell.

Rut my mind is apeechly sot at rest on R

te

**No,” she replies. = Ho docs not huow | i

iy carly with

Jach. ~
“ Yes. madamo,” Félicio paplies 3 and, i to

o do her justice,  am consvinced she

would maho the samo urswer if I toud her
to cut my throat, or to get ready to start

or China at an hour's notive.
Pelicio has one geod poing, and that 1

this Juh{vct. At nobody shocks, nothing astoniehes
*Is Mr, Balfour Iikely to como and}her. And although 1 occasionally give
stay Izerﬁ«luriu“ ourvismt?” [ask. hor mnotice, 1 lave not tho eightest

niention of fmting with her, for ahe

after the hanoymoon.™ 1
Miss Vyse 1», therefore, vntirely at wmy
mercy, and [ shall not long dolay in strik-
g tho necessary blow.
On going down to the dmwing.room b
the cvening. I am giad to sco that Jack
has arrived,  Ho s talking to Lady Gago,
and ns far as any oue can gather anything
from her utterly exprossionless ” counto-
naneg, Master Jack has succceded in re-
~<iablishing hilm&z’)g hor goud gracos,

“To-night Tam taken down to :fmner by
the Dean of the dioceso, a High Chureh-
man with a strong bias against the Bsbop,

Inced scarcely say I plagup te his weak.
ucsses, and before Jumcrh mver | believe
that he is almost prepared to throw to the
winds of heaven his pet theory withs regand
to the celibacy of tho elergy, and contem-
plates making nio & proputal.

“Tlio 1dea of my becoming o clorgyman's
wife 18 100 Judicrous for serivus coutidora-
tion, stall if everything clso faled, I might
cottunly do worso, I shall most assuredly
heep the Dean au tho hovks.  Hois a ro-
warkably handsomo man, about fifty years
of age, with clear cut featukes, tery tall,
and  perfect figure.  He has got plonty
of brius, and. judging fromn his convorsa-{
tiot, 1 should l{unk that he mght beeome
a Prime Mnister, if he did not weara
black cont.  But Lo is evidently as weak
as water in tho hands of a woman wh
knows what she 12 about, and, as I
before, 1 It uo intontion of losing sigh
of him,

1t is somo time Leforo 1 get nn oppor-
tunity to speak i Jach, but when it ar-
rives I sy, "diet up carly to-morrow
ntorning, and meet o at hall-past oight
at tho end of the avenue. 1 have yota
grand scheme afioat, but you and I had
better not bo too confidential in publie,”

 Great heavens ' saysJack ~ ** Why
drag me out of bed in-the inwddlo of the
night?  Surely there is no uccasion to fix
suck an ungodly Tour as balf-pst oight 1”7

Dot be a fuol Jnch, is my answer.
“ Do Loverdoanything without a motive ?
My present gvne 18 & big one, and 1 du
not intend to thraw any chence away. 1t
is absolutoly necessary that [ should have!

o
1

t

i

I
b
L

i

id
it ¢

[

affair was buried in the bottumless pit,

hay

rea

cuuld do to upsot him [ would do,

am s i
tahen such a fancy to Miss Vyso, for, ny
dear boy, I intend

comphments, iy dear Jack.

the Gages, but lady Gage has mado mo thorougly undersiands mo and acts ne-
romise 10 bring hinisfter we nre marnied, | cordingly.
dare say that will be t i When I am awak

d at that fiendish
hour 1 tho murning, I wish that the hlmlv.l-
iave had & somowhat uneasy night, and

vo only got mto a really comfortable
leep about an hour before ¥ am called.
Towever, in theso matters it is useoloss to

prolong the agony, to I mako a dash for
it, and jump vut of

By halt-past eight [ am at the end of
ho Avonte, and find that Jack has al-
dy arrived at our tho of meeting, -
“4 And now Lena, what's all thisabout 1

0 says.
Then I tell him, dear diary, just what [

tiavo told yon, nod the state of the gamo
up to the present point.

Ho bstens attentively anddoes not onco.
nterrnpt nte. When 1 bavo finished, he

saya, L duw't much liko all this, ~ Of
courss I don't caro a rap nbout that brute

Balfourz and, in fact, anything th.'tlx!l
ut
"m very sorry for that poor girl. 1 took
her 1 to ditier last might, and sho is o
attle ripper ™
“Suece when, my dear Jack, have jou

begun to be s squeamish,” Lanswer. * If1y,
report does 1ot belio, you have not always

posed as a champion of our sox. Butl
dolighted to hear that you have
Jou to marry her. ‘That
s part of my plan.

By Jove, Lona! that alters overy-
hing,” blurts out Jack, fairly thunder-

struch at tho magmficent futire § have

papped out for him.
“Sho has lots of monoy,” I continue,

“and lihe me, you will bo ablo to acttle
down into quiet respectability.”

“What o aplendid adea,” hu aays.
* How admiruply you have plnnod overy-
hine ! You are a marvel £

“Dow't waste your time in paying wo

This is
your Inst chanco. No ono hhaws
an you o how 16 make love to a

prubabl,
botter ¢

1

yonug girl Now, I noticed that you wero

gotting on wcll with her lastnight.  Keep
the gamo up. and uever leave her when
you cau prudently bo with her.  Sho will

probably atnounce
L

to Lady Guge today

huow Thanks, mwlully, for getling
mo ahed down hers, for of courso it was,
you who wanaged it. Frank is a-
aapital folloar, but I am sure ho would

put it into his head -

*Of course 1 managed ﬂ."l”f'f eIt
was for botli nur advantages I will make
your fortune thus tinto, if you will only bo
juided by mo  But now go away, I don't
want to bo scen talking to you.”

Then e goes, and tho Dean comes up
o mo andnever leases mo until the ladies
gotobed  As wo are retiring Miss Vyse:
whispers to me, ** Como to my room,
Mrs
you”
* Very well, doar,
with {m: n & fow minutes.

“Don't ba long™ sho rephes, 1am
dying to speak teyoun”

Inrectly [ come in 8!
attack on the subject
that there is soing
something that aho
that | am keeping f
Her manner i1 s
pears so thoronghly §
the bottom my vag

n
!

i
1 eay, * L will bo;}
i

i

2

wmystery about him,
ouglit to know,
»m her.
oxcited, and ahe npé l
Hoternuned to sift to

i a morass that we aro compelled to
cross.

subject of her lover)

that I feel my land
bemg rapidly foreed] -

14 Thora is 1w one here wxcept Frank Eai
nover hiave thumght of it if you had not: fisld and Lady Gage who huows augthug
{agrinat mie, nnd neither of them is hely
1

Jack, be off at once

Dospard ; 120 mush want to talk to_forenco with you!

and were
}oe

Talf-an hour's ! Tier marriago 18 brohen
with you, and tho loss wo are scen together’ off  Ater thit 18 dono tho mure you shew
tho bcttor.” yourself with her the better,  Mirs Vyso

Al right,” hosays.  * [ daro say you] may possibly consult ma with resard to

i, and thia time 1 won'e give yeasnvory

o
ind haracter.”

w1 hpow what to du? says Jack.

o say nuything  Frank Is the least is. -
# chicf-making person in the world, and

iave persunded Fady G. that § have be-

como a very whito aheop.”

“So wuch the Letter. Now, my dear
Thero is nothing
noro wo need say at prosent : and wlen it
hecornes neceseary, | ean cauly find a

wther upwrlunk};,o[ lasing another con-

* Stop one moment.” saysJack. **Sup.
poss Miss Vyso will have nothing to eay
0 e, whicl is highly probable nfter tho

facer she hns just Ind. Suppose, foraome: this juncture”
reason or the other, I cannot work this.
fio_ roturns fo thofgame, what am I to get for assisting
of Algy—she is swiogyo ot

u?

* Haw lika that {s of Fous Jack 1
Juavs so anselfish-"

hink thatwe'reprotty woll matched,”

e anywe!

Fou

rs,

4+ Well, Jack, if you fail {which, by theiground, an apparent_ distance of 300
o inuendoes on the| way, you can only da by erass idiotey), 1
will got threo thousand pounds outof Algy found to be badly burned and its feathers
Baltour after I have married him, and you singed., - -

ahnil hate 1t from time to tope 33 1

Anaye it '
< Mahe §e fhe thoy  saye Tach o

il e e eart and soul

=y aonghi not 1o require mud
mao mih the prospect of marrs
fiwreas ltho Miss Vyse  Howorer 1
Ao an you aay. and make it v the

“Thow shall I he suve that you wir
steme© says pracical Jack

= You would make i pretty wanm -
me if Tl not. I8 my answer

Jack. apparently woll sausfied sicw -
roturns b the fouse, follened ar s o™~

i

manage to get back entiroly unm v
served. and yo m ta breahfase Al the
men are extremely ewil to me, and at leasr
threo of them m lovo with me se of *
Dad ot a hotter game on. T might havea
rery good tmeof at r it g, 1 ddon-
mtend tolet my vist here be entiroly frue-
Heas, Whenoter he lius an upportuty

poor Sie Thomas  threws  affectiniie
Iglances m wy dircction, but lutherts §
1 have not thought it wise to give lam any
encourngeiment ‘This afternoon, however,
i1 liappen to bo m the cousoreatory when
181 Thomas camies i aud sits down nesr
to we
-} have noticed you 1 sood dert s idny,
Mes, Despard,” hesays, “and you secraod
to have sumething en your mind ~ You
aro nat lnehing so well ns you bt
Ostend  Pray regard me s s old fend,
and 1f 1 can posnibly deratiy thang £ rehove
any anxiety that yow may bo suffenn_.
tell e, 1 beg *
1 aua 4 Jittle worrsad, dear Sir Thumay,
But 1 could not possibly ask you ta help
m

e
“Of only you would ! ays Sir
Thentas, g g 10e aiz unntterable glanco
It s now ot never and 1 rish it,
“Well, Sir ‘Thomas, since yott must
knuw, 1 was foolish enough to ho por-
suaded to ombark two thonsand i a spee-
ulation that has turned vut badly, ami 1
fear that 1 have lost my money. 1 am
much pressed for the mement for five
lhundred pownds. ard ns my wan of
Business is abroad, and my bai'cors most
unaccommndating, [ don t know which nay

turn
o glad 1 am that you have con-
fided v wno, dearest Mrs.” Dospard,” re-
plies Str Phemas, squeezing my hand. * 1
will go and write you a cheek at ovce.
You can ray mo when you hke or not at
ol (This latter 19 most hikely.®

Sir Thomas goea away, and returns in a
fow moments with a eheek mado payable
to bearor. 1 at first refuse to take it, hut
Sir Thomas crams it intu wy lefe land
and _eoizing my right hand huses it
pmiumtcl{.

“Good Heaven ' Sic Thomas, * I say,
suppose Lady Gage was to come i ¥

**There is no fear of that, ho says,
ahe has gono out dn«in;.'. and won't returs
for two or threc houss,”™

Sir Thomas remains in the conservatory
for half an bour, and 1 am now convineed
that, come what may, I shall alwaya bave
a truo friend nthisbenovolent vld gentle-
man, -

- CHAPTER VIIL--
1 unpack the first opportumty that
oceurs to get Miss Vyso-n a corner by
herself, nnd to have a hittlo quiot conver-
sation with hier. B
“lave you done auything ?’el, my dear
chilil, with regand to Mr. Eatfour 1
*Noj but §intend tu wiite to him to-
night, and break everything oft”
“Upon the wisdom of that step,” I say,
1+ 1 aliatl not presume to uffer any opinion
but if 1 were you, 1 should bovory caroful
what [ wrota. I you Itho, 1 doit mind
Telping you sath the letter.  Come up tu
my roout, whero wo shall Do quite undss-
irbed >

¢ Thanks, so much,” sho replies 3 *how
hind you aret ' And wo aro soon busy
concocting the epistle that is to put an end
tor Algy's dreams of Liappinesy.

“Now my dear,” I commenced, 1
strongly adsise you not to lot Me. Balfour
knuw what you liase discovored. A man
such as ha deacrves 1o bo punisaed, and 3t
will touch his pride much more 1f he
thinks you aro gutting rid of hiny because
you csro for hun ne longer, than if you
wero doing su from a mero (it of jealonsy.
Theto 18 another pomt L wish to Impress
upen you, and that is, give no ono down
Tioro the true revevn for what has veeurred.
T need earcely tell you that I don’t want
+my name dragged into tho matter. *
1 %1 will placo myself entirely m your
“hands,” she sags. 1 will do whatever
vou muy think best *

1 don’t mind writiug the lettor for you
wyself f you ke, aud you can copy it
afterwands.

This is azranged, and the following s
my production, which 18 ro wntten by
Miss Vyse, and duly forwanted to Algy—

“ Ppnrson Parn, Breas, Teesay.

HDran Mr Baszorr .~ have most
reluctantly conio to"the conclusion that wo
nre entirely uusuited to cach other. 1
havo, thorcfore decided that vur engage-
eut mnust net proceed any further
Nothing will alter my detormination, so
nt Attempt to see me, OF oven to an-
wer this letter.

*1 have not cume to this resolution
without serious consmderation, and having
once fited ity an porfectly unclangeable.

“*Yours

Ve
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* Brarnice Vise”
4 Fhat is plain enough,™ I think to my-
, **and tery much to tho point ~ 1ue
it wor't deter a mxn hke Algy Balfour
fron: cuming down hero {o sco whae it
really means  He mast receive aunother
crusher at tho amo time, and which will
spresent his putting i an appearanco at
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(Ta b continwed)
c———

z A ¥rw days ago, duriog a thunder-
storm near Gordon; U, n buzzand which
wan attempting to soar above the clouds
was tenek Dy hghtmng and foll dead to tho

or

400 yands. Tho body of tha bind was




