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HOUSE 0F COMMONS

Tuesday. February 16, 1965

The house met at 2.30 p.m.

HOUSE 0F COMMONS
PRESENCE IN GALLERY OF NORTHWEST

TERRITORIES COMMISSIONER
AND COUNCIL

Mr. Speaker: Order. May I take this
moment to direct the attention of hon. mem-
bers to the presence in the Speaker's gallery
this afternoon of the commissioner of the
Northwest Territories, Mr. B. G. Sivertz, and
the members of the council of the Northwest
Territories.

This important legisiative body, which has
the responsibility for governing an area of
1i million square miles in Canada's far north,
has been in session in Ottawa over the past
10 days. I am sure that the commissioner and
his council would want me to express to the
house their appreciation that meeting space
has been made available on the hîli for this
twenty ninth session of the parliament of the
north.

Some han. Members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Speaker: May I also take this op-
portunity to announce certain seat changes
both on the government side and on the of-
ficial opposition side.

THE MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENT BY PRIME MINISTER 0F

CABINET CHANGES

Righi Hon. L. B. Pearson (Prime Minister):
As hon. members are no doubt aware, there
have been certain changes in the ministry
since the house last met of which hon. mem-
bers should be informed officially and im-
mediately.

I deeply regret that personal reasons made
it necessary for my esteemed friend and col-
league the hon. member for Maisonneuve-
Rosemont to resign as Minister of Public
Works. As the exchange of letters between
himself and myself which I shall table when
we come to motions wifl make clear, I tried
to prevail on the hon. member for Maison-
neuve-Rosemont to reconsider and remain a
member of the governinent, but he f elt that

personal reasons made this impossible. My
regret at his loss as a colleague is exceeded
only by the sympathy I extend to hum and
to Madame Deschatelets in the tragic be-
reavement they have suffered.

Consequent upon the retirement of the hon.
member for Maisonneuve-Rosemont, the hon.
member for Richelie-a-Verchères (Mr. Cardin)
has assumed the portfolio of public works.
The hon. member for Vancouver Centre (Mr,.
Nicholson) has become Minister of Citizen-
ship and Immigration, and his portfolio as
Postmaster General has been assumed by the
hon. member for Matapédia-Matane (Mr.
Tremblay).

To replace the hon. memiber for Richelieu-
Verchères as Associate Minister of National
flefence it was my pleasure to recommend to
His Excellency the Governor General the
hon. member for Terrebonne (Mr. Cadieux).
His experience with the armed forces during
the last war will, I am sure, be of great ad-
vantage to hum in the new responsibilities he
assumes in the Department of National
flefence. 1 warmly welcome him as a new col-
league in the ministry.

There is one further change on which I
must report to the bouse. Hon. members are
aware that since the house last met the hon.
member for St. Jean-Iberville-Napierville,
Minister without Portfolio (Mr. flupuis), sub-
mitted his resignation froin the governinent
and that it was accepted on Friday, January
22, 1965. When we corne to motions I shail
table a copy of his letter of resignation and a
copy of my reply.

In December of 1964 certain evidence was
submitted to me regarding allegations in-
volving the hon. member for St. Jean-Iber-
ville-Napierville. These allegations were lin
connection with certain transactions in whxich
it was aileged he was a participant during
the year 1961. They were not related to his
membership of this house or of the govern-
ment. I saw the hon. member and advised
hlm that the evidence submitted required an
investigation. To this he agreed.

I spoke to the hon. member for St. Jean-
Iberville-Napierville again on Wednesday,
January 20, after I had been shown a pre-
liminary report on the investigation into the
matters in question. It appeared to me, as a
result of having that preliminary report, that


