POOR DOCUMENT

Sz G N i RN G s ) S

. One of the big

VOL. XLIIL

Com‘pa‘ﬁy Seems
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from Frying Pan Into Fire”
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New Napoleon of Finanée Has Contfol of ﬁery Franchise
of Value in New York, Besides Swaying a Dozen Giant

Corporations---New Deal
Trust Companies, Life In
Lolossal Combines.

Means Consolidation of Big
surance Companies and Other

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

\
vice-president of the Santa Fe Railway.

New York, June 12—As might have Another of Morton’s Santa Fe friends is

been expected, “the Equitable reorganiza-

T. P. Fowler® the big railroad man who-is
a trustee of the New York ilife and also

tion has aroused in some quarters the |, director of the Santa e, Mr. Fowler is

fiercest eriticism.

also a divecbor of Mr. Ryan’s Metropolitan

Two sharply distinct views are taken. | Securities Company.
One is that the Equitable’s troubles are| ‘fhes! ¥. Ryan is only 54 years old. He
now over and that it will go on progress- |was born in Virginia. ‘Lhe civil war ruined
ing under clean and intelligent manage- [the family and the boy went to Baltimore,
men?, with a square deal all around, even | penniless, looking for work. He first start-

tq the policyholders.

ed in a dry goods commission house, won

The_ other is that the giant corporation |the ccnfidence and the daughter.of the
has simply been gobbled up by another | proprietor, and in 1874 becime a member

and stronger group of financiers, who
seized the opportunity created by the
now forgotten Hyde-Alexander row.

of the New York Stock Exchange. With
‘Wiiliam €. Whitney he brought about the
consolidation of the street railway lines

Some of the adherents to this view even |into the Metropolitan system. Mr. Ryan

go so far as to declare that the whole
thing is the result. of a long and, care-
fully- prepared plan; that the Hyde-Alex-
ander troubles were fortuitous conditions

is six feet two inches tall, retiring and
shy of publicity. Money making is his pas-
sion. His wife is noted for her many con-
tributions to the Catholic church.

that were taken advantage of and exploit-| Just as an illustration of the sort of
ed and fomented by"x_n.en for their own |criticism that the new Kquitable deal re-

ends.

ceives in some quarters, the following may

‘Lhe sudden appearance in the limelight | be cited from the New York World:

of Thomas F, Ryan brings before the pub-| “Proofs of the power and the purpose
lic a new:- giant among the world’s finan- of the new master of the Kquitable lafe
ciers. The ‘general public has not known | Assurance Society are already apparent.

the name: of Ryan, but for many years

_ the Ai’nencan world of finance has known

him watched him and- feared him.
Ryan, the New Napoleon of

him. in' big-Headlines in this fashion:
“Thos. F. Ryan now the dominant fig-

curioys that Ryan has figured so long
in the popular mind. For years he has
been so influential in Tammany that he
has been really the actual boss of that
organization, in- matters of finance, al-
though probably not ome loyal Tam-
many shouter in a thousand knows any-
thing about him.

Years ago William C. Whitney said:
“If Ryan lives twenty years he will be
the richest man in America.”

Among other things Ryan .controls the
city’s lighting and he is in a very fair
way to control the city’s transportation.
It may be noted that the interests of J.
P. Morgan have for many years coincided
with those of Thos. F. Ryan, and that
they have been strong allies personally
and, financially. :

The ‘‘Three Giants’ May Consol-
idate:
What some financial experts profess to

_ see in this most recent Equitable develop-

ments (and it is given for what it is
worth), is a condplidation, or at least a
coming together and harmonizing under
common control of financial interests so
great that it is almost beyond the power
of imagination to realize such a combina-
tion; The three great life insurance com-
panies—the ' New York Life (in which
Mr. Morgan is most influential), the Mu-
tual. Life, and the Fquitable, are includ-
ed, in this “harmony of interest.”

The combined assets of these three in-
stitutions alone run over the billion mark.
Then there are railroads, banks, trust
companies, street car limes, subways, and
the biggest combination of gas and elec-
tricity corporations in the world.

Among the many cdrporations in which
Ryan is eithet dominant or very influen-
tial are thé Metropolitan Secuiities Com-
pany (which® controls the surface trans-
portation of New York), the American
Surety, the American Tobacco Company,
Bethlechem Steel Company, Consolidated
Gas, Hocking Valley Railroad, Industrial
Trust Company ,of Providence, National
Bank of Commerce, Seaboard Air Liue,
Union Elevated of Chicago, United Lead,
The Morton Trust Company, American
Smeltérs and the Guggenheim Explora-
tion Company. * 5

It was Mr. Ryan who brought together
and organized interests representing as-
sets of $1,000,000,000 behind the Bank of
Commerce, the only rival to the Nation-
al City Bank. He is the vice-president
and real aead of the great Morton Trust
Company. He is the finaneial organizer

. and financial master of the Consolidated

Tobaceco Company. He is a director and
important stockholder in the Flint and
Pere Marquette Railroad Company. He is
one of the most important directors in
the Cuba Company which, under the lead-
ership of Sir William VanHorne, is pro-
vidjng Cuba with railways.

Will Control Three Great Trust

Companies.

By acquiring the Equitable Mr. Ryan
acquires the Mercantile Trust Company
and the Equitable “I'rust Company. 'L'he
combination of these three will make the
most formidable trust company of history
t~ date.

Mr. Ryan has various interests that are
allied to those of the Standard Oil group
and he has been considered as maintain-
ing very friendly relations with them, if
not actually allied with them. 1 i 12
Flagler, of Standard Oil, is one of the di
rectors of Mr. Ryan’s Morton I'rust Com-

“As Mr. Thomias F. Ryan has said: “L'he
day of preclamations is past. 'The day for
definite action has arrived.’

“ ‘Definite action’ began on May 24 in
Lanticipation of the ‘settlement’ when the
great insurance company which is exiploit-

agent to cease attacking the great “com="
pamy which Mr. Ryan is henceforth to ex-

 ure in, American finance.”. |1t is indeed {Ploit. A gentleman's agreemient’ mob to

Kill ‘the goose, that lays the golden egg is
quite in accordance with methods of these
two daring manipulators,

Insurance Money Used in North-
ern Pacific Fight. |

“The Northern Pacific war of 1901 was
fought out with insurance money. ‘Lhe
hard earned savings of three million in-
surers painfully gathered from all over
the land and swept into Wall street were
used against their will without even their
knowledge to buy for those insurers pauic
and disaster. lhey knew that they were
hurt in a fight not of their choosing. ‘They
did not know that they themselves by
faithless stewards were actually waging
war upon their own prosperity.

*““An echo of thai gigantic struggle oc-
curred only recently, when in the Kaquit-
able directors: meeting of June 2 Hyde
cried out in wrath upon J. @M. Harriman
for ‘betraying’ him by not signing that
exonorating statement swhich past complic-
ity in evil: deeds seerhed to render appro-
priate. Wall street with cynic readiness
began to figure upon the chances of a new
‘war’ if the Equitable should throw upon
the market more than $20,000,000 of specu-
iative Harriman securitfies.

“Quaght any part of the savings of 600,-
000 men to be for such a cause at hazard
of the impotent anger of a Hyde?

*The money of the people hoarded with
loving self-denial to safeguard their own
was used in 1900-1901 to build wup the
Northren Securities merger in defiance of
public rights and the laws of the nation.
It has taken the power of the federal

courts four years to destroy that mons-
trous menace—and foar years have not
nearly cleared away the financial wreck-

age then wrought.

“Nov: the people’s money is to be used
by a strong and unscrupulous man to bind
millions of them more inextricably in the
chains of a gigantic public service mono-
poly—to exploit them by the harmonious
management of every important franchise
monopoly in the metropolis save one, and
in other cities as well.”

This, it thay be said, is the cxtreme
presentation of one of the two views re-
garding the Jiquitable settlement. ‘L'he
other is that Mr. Ryan and his confieres
are altruistic in their desire to put an end
to a scandal, that was seriously troubling
the whole financial world. The exponents of
this view point to the trusteeship of Grover
Cleveland, George Westinghouse and Judge
’Brien, three men of unquestionable
character, as proof of Mr. Ryan’s good in-
tentizns.

Fastest Trajn in the World.

Chicago, June 42 -On its initial run
from New York, the Pennsylvania Rail-
road’s eighteen-hour “Flyer,” the fastest
long-distance train in the world, arrived
in this city at 9.52 o’clock this morning,
three minutes ahead of schedule time.
Miles were frequently reeled off in from
forty-four to fifty seconds. Already the
Pennsylvania Railroad officials are dis-
cussing the possibility of reducing the
running time between Chicago and New
I York to sixteen hours.
|
| Sears’ Estate Only $4,000,000.

B)ston, June 12—The will of the late
J. Montgomery Sears, of this city, which

was filed for probate this afternoon, pro-
vides that the estate, which has been val-
ued by the exeeutors at %4,000,000, shall

pany; for example. H. H. Rogers besides | be divided between the - widow, Mrs.
being influential in the Mutual Life has | Sarah C. Sears and two children of the
had very friendly relations with Paul Mor-{ deceased, ! J.  Monigomery Scars and

gon, one being a director of aud the other JL Helen Sears, in equal shares.

and

WANGLE I HOUSE
- OHER LTI GRDER

Conservatives Charge That Soldiers
Were Sent from London to Pre-
vent Them Voting
Hyman Wires Minister of Militia
to Give Them a Chance to Cast
Their Ballots, and His Request
is Granted --- Opposition’ Ob-
ject to Increased Militia Ex-

penses.

Ottawa, June 12—(Special)=On the
motion of J. G. H. Bergeron, the clerk of
the house, was authorized ' to furnish
membens of parhament with certificates
entitling them to free transportation on all
the railways of the country.

Two years ago the railway act  was
amended, Tequiring the various roads to
carry senafors, and mombers free. The
certificate of idenity, signed by the clerk
of the senate and the c¢lerk of the com-
mons, respectively, will take the place of
the passes with which the parliamentarians
were formerly provided.

The cpposition made arrangements for
an onslaught upon the minister of militia
for an alleged order that six or seven Con-
servatives in the permanent corps depot
at London, were to be deprived of a
chance to vote in tomorrow’s election.

Col. Sam Hughes called attention to
the complaint from London, that these
men had been ordered off to Niagara camp
for the deliberate purpose of preventing
them from marking their ballots against
Hon. “Mr. ‘Hyman. The troops, he said,
would mnot ‘reach Niagara. #till Tuesday
night for the camp. Therefore they might
very well have been left in Liondon till
time thad been given them to vote.
Hyman Wants Soldiers. to Vote:

The minister of militia answesed that
his' notice'had already: beén: called ito.this|
subject during the forenoon, by Colonel
Hughes. He was in veceipt of the follow-
ing telegram from Sir CHarles | Hyman:—

i “London, June 12.

“Reported number of men at . barracks
here ordered to Niagara teday. Tuesday
is election day. 1 &hould like arrangement
made to have them vote before they leave.

5 : © %0, S. HYMAN.?

Sir Fredericik remarked ‘that from the
faregoing messige it was mot quite eo
clear, to which political party the detach-
ment of permanent corps men belonged.
At all events there was mo politics in the
affair. - According to the adjutant.general
the force of ithe permanent corps
troops at London was much
larger * than at Toronto. The Ilatter,
moreover, were in readiness to  eet
out any day for Halifax, to replace Im-
perial troops in that garrison. That was
wlhy the non-commissioned officers for
instrdetional duty at Niagara camp were
taken form London.

The mimister went on to say though
that the detachment was already on its
way to Niagara when the subject came
before him in the forenoon. e ‘had
therefore heen under the mecessity of in-
forming Mr. Hymah that the services of
this detachment were urgently required at
Niagara. The militia order could not be
cancalled. “That's all the, esplanation”
concluded Sir Frederick, “that I have to
affer and it ought to be accepted as
ample.”

Hon. David Tisdale, ex-minister of militia
appealed to Sir Frederick to arrange mat-
ters so that these men might get a chance
to record their-votes. There was yet
time if the mminister took steps without
delay.

After some further discussion the minis-
ter of militia promised to meet the wishes
of the opposition and give this detachment
an opportunity to exercise their franchise
in London if they wish to do so.

Both Sir Frederick and-the prime minis-
ter assured the house thal there was mo
colluglon with Tlon. Mr. Hyman in the
matter.

Hon. Mr, Foster admitted that in taking
#his course the minister was aneeting the
case very fairly.

The subject was then dropped.

Sir Frederick Borden, in answer to
Hyman’s ‘tclegram caused the adjutant
general to telegraph General Otter at
Nigara-on-the-Lake as follows: “lf you can
spare the- services of non-commissioned
officers sent from TLondon, and if any of
them wish to vote you will return such
to London at once with.orders to report
again at Nigara-on-the-liake.”

Foster Objects to Big Permanent
Force.

The minister of milita secured the third
reading of his bill increasing to $30,000
the sum which the government may annu-
ally spend on salaries in connection with
{he Royal Military College, Kingston.

The bill empowering the government to
increhse the permanent force was then
discussed.

Mr., Yoster remarked that this increase
of the permanent corps looked very much
bke the establishment in Canada of the
nucleus of a standing army.

ihe Scuth African campaign had proven
that what ie wanted for an efficient de-
fence is a large force of men, not meces-
salily trained soldiers but acquainted
with the use of the rifle.

«“No Intention of Creating Stand-
ing Army.”

Sir Frederick Borden replied that Mr.
Foster might set his mind at ecase. The
government had no intention whatever
of setting up a standing army in Canada.

(Coutinued on page 7, first column.)
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Presbytefiah General Assem-
bly Ask Parliament to Pass
Effective Bill

WIDOW ASKS IN VAIN

Mrs. Susan Campbell Petitions for
Interest on $13,000 Left Church by
Her Husband, as She is in Want
and Has a Dying Son—Substantial
Gains of Denomination for the Year.

Kingston, June 12—(Special)—At the |
‘General Assembly today a report of the

finance committéc of the castern division
was presented by J. C. MacKintosh, of
Halifax. It showed receipts of $95,528.42,
not quite 'so Jarge ‘as in the preceding
years., ;

Rev. Douglas Fraser ipresented the re-
port of the committee on Sabbath school
publications. ‘Ihis committee was appoint-
ed seven years ago. Since then the publi-
cations have been trebled and the receipts
doubled. The Canadian Presbygerian pub-
lications are 'gradually displacing these
from abtoad which formerly occupied the
figid.

J. K. MacDonald, of Toronto, who sue-
ceeded the late Principal Caven, as presi:
dent of the  Lord’s Day Alliance, spoke
briefly of the legislative work sought by
the alliance «during the past year. He
sounded a note of warning regarding. the
encrachments made upon the Sabbath and
pleaded for a miore active interest on the
\part of the people in behalf of Sabbath
observance. By permission of the assembly
another mendation, not yet prepar-
ed, was added to the report, it was to the
effect that parliament and the Ontario:
legislature be asked to put into eliect as
soon ;as possible effective Sabbath degisia-
tien. } T
Widow's Patition Turned Down.

A petition was presented . from .Murs
Susan Campbell, Folly Village (N. B¢}
asking the assembly to rebate in her favor
the interest on a bequest of $13,000 left by
her late husband to the Presbyterian fund.
Sheis in want through illness of her son
in Denver. The latter cannot recover and
in the meantime requires attention which
he cannot afford to pay for. Rev. Dr.
Sedgewick moved that no action be taken.
The assembly could not allow sympathy
to overide duty. Rev. Dr. dfalconer,
Pictou (N. 8.), said the synod of the
(Maritime Provinces had deecided that
Mrs. Campbell's request could net be
granted. Similar requests had been re-
fused before. he motion passed.

Rev. Dr. ‘l'orrance presented the report
of the committee on statistics. There was
an increase in the past year of 450 self-
supporting ‘and 183 augumented congre-
gations. I'here has been an incredse of 2,-
296 in number of sittings in churches, 'L'he
total mumber of families is 125,700, an in-
crease on the previous year of 3,604. Uhey
may be taken as representing a population
of 628,950. The mumber of communicants
on the roll is 232,734, an increase of 3,194.
The congrégations have paid during the
past yeir for stipends $1,203,826, an in-
crease of $47,665. There was an increase of
$31,041 to the schemes of the church, the
total was $432,049. Of this the Woman’s
Foreign Mission Society contributed $79,-
025. 'The total payments for all purposes
were $2,886,602, an’ increase of $143,403.
The debt on churches increased $500,000,
the whole amount being now $1,712,884,

Dr. Torrance made reference to tihe dif-
ference between the assembly and the gov-
ernment statistics -as to the Presbyterian
poulation in Canada. "The latter returns
showed nearly 200,000 more Presbyterians
in Canada than the assembly have record
of. Dr. Torrance said there were no doubt
thousands of Presbyterians, of whom the
churches in the villages, towns and cities
had no record.

CAVADS THAE
THS YR WL
B A RECOR

Ottawa, June 12—(Special)—Canada’s
trade shows a big increase for the past
month. The imports show a growth of
$2,245,136, and the exports of $1,424,338.

For the eleven months ending June 30
last the imports were $233,274,627, an in-
crease of $12,5624,447, and the exports
$175,923,102, a decrease of $10,490,987. The
aggregate trade of Canada for ¢he eleven
months was $409,197,729, an increase of
more than $2,000,000 as compared with the
same time last year. The detals for the
eleven months are as follows:

Imports. 1904, 1905.
Duitable Goods .. .... $133,160,293  $134,582,859
Free goods .. .. .. .. 83,854,878 &0,063,127

Coin and bullion .. .. 3,735,009 9,628,641

Totals .. .. .. ....8220,750,180 $283,274.627
Exports—
Domestic .. .. .. ..$174,291,791 $166,098,124
Foreign ;. .. < oe. 12,123,174 9,824,978
Coin and bullion 521,308 882

Totals .. .. .. ....5186,936,273 $176,805,397

Heavy Rain on North Shore.

Chatham, June 12—(Special) — There
have been no forest fires within thirty
miles of Chatham. There was quite a
heavy rain today, which was much need-
ed, both in town and the surrounding
country.
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THREE PEOPLE WARE

Police Magistrate Decldes This in
Freeing a Man Arrested for Re-
fusing to Move Along

—

Fred H. Moore, the 1.C.R. Driver,
Given the New Position of En-
gineer Inspector and Tester---
Moncton Looking for a Site to
Enable Tourists to See the
‘*Bore."” :

Moncton, June 12—(Special)—The test
case made by the chief of police in the
matter of the obstruction of the streets
by a citizen refusing to move along when
ordered to do so by police officers was
finished in the police court this afternoon.
the information being dismissed.

The evidence went to' show: that a
crowd collected on the  street in .conse-
quence of some  unusual oceurrence and
when one citizen was asked to move
| along he refused, although .it appeared all
the rest, with the exception of this one,
did. The magistrate held that anything
less than three did not constitute a crowd
obstructing the street under the bye-law.

The board of trade tonight made a
move towards the city providing a park
at the lower end of the city for seeing
the Petitcodiac bore. A committee, con-
| sisting of Ald. Botsford, C. W. Robinson
and Captain Masters was appointed to se-
cure the price off land, etc., and report.

Fred H. Moore, the well-known I. C. R.
driver, has been appointéd engine inspec-
tor and tester for the I. C. R. The posi-
tion is a mew one.

VTTORNEY GENERL
* LONGLEYTOTHE BENCH

Court—Speculation About His Suc-
Cessor. »

Ottawa, June 12—Hon. J. W. Longley,
attorney general of Nova Scotia, has been
appointed to the Supreme Court bench
of that province. He fills a vacancy which
has existed. for gome time.

Halifax, June 12— (Special)—The ap-
pointment of Attorney General Longley
to the bench of Nova Scotia is looked on
as a most popular one. Nothing definite
is yet kmown who his successor is likely
to be. Hon. Arthur Drysdale, commis-
sioner of works and mines, and Hon. W.
T. Pipes, of Ambhersty are spoken of.

BRITISH AOYAL
WEDDING SATURDAY

Prince Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden
to Marry Princess Margaret Vic-
toria, Daughter of Duke of Con-
naught.

London, June 12—Prince Gustavus
Adolphus, eldest son of the Crown Prince
of Sweden and Norway, who is to be
married to Princess Margaret Victoria, of
Connaught, on June 17, arrived in Lon-
don tonight from Stockholm, accompani-
ed by his brother, Prince William. The
princes were received at the station by
the Duke of Connaught and other dis-
tinguished personages.

Tomorrow they will go to Windsor
(lastle, where they will be the guests of
King Edward.

The Khedive of Egypt also arrived to-
night to attend the Royal wedding.

AOBBED OF 120
N SECURTIES O
AL BNER BOKT

New York, June 12—Both the local po-
lice and District Attorney Jerome have
been informed of a robbery of $120,000 in
securities from Henry W. Comstock, of
Boston, on board the steamer Puritan
during her trip from New York to Fall
River last night.

LITTLE LIKELIHODD
OF ST, JOHN LOSING
WEST INDIA SERVICE

Ottawa, June 12—(Special)—H. B, Scho-
field, president of the St. John board of
trade, and John Sealy, of St. Johm, are
here today in connection with the steam-
ship service to the West Indies.

It is not likely that Pickford & Black
will be permifted to drop St John,
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Roosevelt Decides
Do

L

So.

Cassini and Takahira Ilave

sible for Annihilation of Fleet.

Long Conferences With tbe

President--Much Speculation Over Meeting Place to
‘Discuss Peace Terms---Russian Officers Charge That
Rojestvensky by His Carelessness "a@nd"’w{'im; is Respon-

Washingten, June 12—Official assurance
that the presiderit’s efforts to bring Rus-
sia and Japan together to discuss peace
will be crowned with success, was brought
to the White House today by Count Cas-

peror Nicholas, formally accepted the
president’s “offér of good will.” = -

. - The following official statement regard-
ing the  conference was issued at the
White House:

“ Ambassador ‘Cassini -has' called to ex-
press the Russian government’s assent
to the president’s proposition and to state
that they would appoint plenipotentiaries
to meet the plenipotentiaries of Japan
‘to discuss the question of peate. The
place of meeting it at present being dis-
cussed.” i Sy

During the past two weeks the presi-
dent’s efforts have been dirceted toward
bringing the belligerents ‘into amicable
contact on the basis of a mutual agree-
ment to comsider terms of peace. This
he accomplished finally today. It re-
mains now for the belligerent powers to
name their plénipotentiaries and agree
upon a time and place for them to meet.
to discuss terms and to negotiate a tréaty
of peace. These details are now, under
.consideration with a-bright prospect that
‘such minor. differences as, may  exist. will
.be resolved. within a few days,
Conferences of supreme, importance
were held today in-Washington. The blue
room of the White House was the scene
and President Roosevelt, Count Cassini,
the Russian ‘ambassador, and Kogoro Ta-
kahira, the Japanese minister, were the
principal conferees. President Roosevelt
now has unequivocal assurances  from
‘both Russia and Japan of the acceptance
of his proposition that they enter on ne-
gotiations for peace. The president like-
wise is assured of the absolute sincerity
of both governments in acceding to his
suggestion.

Japan the First to Accept.

Japan was the first of the two powers
to indicate its acceptance of President
Roosevelt’s  proposition. : The formal re-
sponse to his identical note of Thursday
last was received from the Japanese gov-
ernment, Saturday. Informal assurances
of acceptance of the president’s sug-
gestion were received from the Russian
government a little later; but the assur-
ances from St. Petersburg were not of
the same definite character as had been
received from Tokio.

Early today Ambassador Meyer, at St.
Petersburg, informed this government
that Russia had accepted the president’s
proposition and would name representa-
tives with plenary powers to meet pleni-
potentiaries of Japan.

While satisfactory, the response of Rus-
‘sia was not in the same definite form as
that of Japan. It had been the expecta-
tion of the president to publish to the
world the replies of the two governments
to his idéntical notes, but under the cir-
cumstances this could not be done.

A few hours subsequent to the receipt
of Ambassador Meyer’s cablegram, Count
Cassini, the Russian ambassador, made
an appointment to see President Roose-
velt at 11 o’clock today. The ambasador,
in the conference which followed, present-
ed verbally Russia’s acceptance of the
president’s proposition for a conference
to discuss peace terms. He had been in-
structed by the St.Petersburg government
to convey to the president the willingness
.of Emperor Nicholas to appoint plenipo-
tentiaries to meet like representatives of
the Emperor of Japan to negotiate a
treaty of peace. While the response of
the Russian government was not reduced
to writing, it was regarded for the, time
as sufficient for the negotiations. Short-
ly afterwards the official statement quot-
ed was made public,

In addition to indicating the acceptance
by the Russian government of President
Roosevelt’s proposition, Count Cassini in-
.formed the president of Russia’s desires
as to the place of meeting of the pleni-
potentiaries and named those who prob-
ably would be delegated to represent the
Russian emperor. At the conclusion of
the conference Count Cassini declined to
discuss for publication the details of his
interview with President Roosevelt.
Takahira Confers With Roose-

velt.

Mr. Takahira had a conference with
President Roosevelt at 3 o’clock this af-

ternoon. The interview lasted thirty-five
minutes. After the conferences Minister

Loeb. The minister, in response to in-
quiries, said that the situation was so
delicate that he did not feel free to talk
about it. He expressed the opinion that
the situation would be solved satisfac-
torily in due time, but declined to indi-
cate, even in a general way, the contents
of the Japanese response to the presi-
dent’s identical note, saying that such in-
formation should come only from the
president.

It can be said that the place of the
meeting of the plenipotentiaries of the
two governments has not been finally sel-

l

sini, the Russian Ambassador, who called |
by appointment and in the name of Em-

Takahira had a brief talk with Secretary '

ected. Russia, through Ambassador Cas-
sini, has indicated her preference for one
place for the holding of the peace con-
ference; and Japan, through Minister
Takahira, has suggested another. It'is
intimated, officially, that an agreement on
the place of holding the conference may
be determined on in a few days, but no
suggestion except of a negative character
of the choite of either of the" belliger
ents is obtainable. : i
It is known that neither Washington
nor the battlefield of Manchuria was the
selection of either Russia or Japan. Fur-
ether than that, information of a definite
nature ‘was withheld. There is no sug-
gestion that in the question of the loca-
tion of the peace conference President
Roosevelt shall act as an arbiter. It is
expected’ that'the two governments prin-
cipally interested” will have no serious
difficulty in reaching an' agreement on
that point, as Russia already has indi-
cated informally that Japan’s selection
of 'a place probably Would be satisfactory,
to Emperor Nicholas. g i
Official ‘assurance' is”given’ that at pres-
ent, the response made by Japan fo the
Presidént’s “ideptical note “will ‘not be
madé" public from Washington in pre
form, ‘inasmiich’ as 1;2151 B}xssi‘ag 'rép‘ly“‘is

St., Petersburg ‘and between Washington
and’ Tokio ‘are ini progress and the final
arrangements for the peace conference in
ity ‘essentinl Qetails’ gre likely to be a
question of only e few ddys. 4

‘As soon de thé arrangements aré com-
pleted definitely, 'an armistice will be
agreed upon and the great atmies in Man-
churia will lower their bayonets pending
the final negotiatiéns of thé permanent
treaty of peace. .
Discussing Place of Conference.

Count Cassini, ‘the Russian ambassador,
called at the White House tonight by
appointment, to discuss with the president
the selection of a place for the peace
conference. This subject had been discuse-
ed by the president in his conference with
the Japanese minister during the after-
noon, Count Cassini learned from the
president tonight, Japan’s views about this
and also, as to the number of plenipoten-
tiaries. Upon his ‘return to the embassy,
the ambassador, it is understood;, eom-
municated thig information to the govern-
ment.

On one point Count Cassini and = Mr.
Takahira are agreed, and that is the un-
desirability of Washington for a midsum-
mer conference. Whatever else was talked
about at the conference it is not kmown,
Count ‘Cassini not feeling at liberty to dis-
cuss his visit in any particular. Nor is it
known whether the ambassador’s verbal,
though thoroughly ' official assurances de-
livered this morning, ‘were presented im
writing tonight.

1t is understood in a high official quarter
here that" Marquis Ito, Baron Komura,
minister of Foreign Affairs, and General
Yamagata, chief of staff, are the three un-
der consideration by the emporer, as
plenipotentiaries, and that the inclinations
of the belligerents is that each select two
plenipotenitariés. M. Nelidoff is under-
stood to have been tentatively selected by
Russia, and it is suggested as possible that
he may be assisted by Baron Rosen, though
this lacks official confirmation. :

Elimination of Washington e the prob-
able choice of the ‘belligerents for their
place of peace-making would not preclude
the selection of an American city. Briefly
the situation is this: :

Japan does mot wish Paris and Russia
is unfavorable to Mulkden or Chefoo. Both
are opposed to Washington for climatic
reasons, though meither would oppose the
selection of an American watering place,
and among those already mentioned are
Newport and Manchester-by-the-sea. This
idea is especially favored emong the re-
presentatives of the meutral powers, who
establish their embassies and legations in
New England for the summer. Of the
places under consideration in Europe, it
is said, Russia might accept the Hague.
(teneva is also considered, and it would
not be objectionable to Japan. A long
conference at the Russian embassy this
evening between Mr. VanSwinderin, the
Netherlands minister, and Count Cassini,
strengthened the belief that Russia wae
seriously considering the selection of the
Hague for the scene of the megotiations.

A point realized by the representatives
of both belligerenté here and which had
been emphasized in their dispatches is,
that in order to take advantage of the
president’s offer to give any advice or as-
sistance that might be solicited, the
sclection of an American city for the
conference would facilitate the negotiations
in keeping in close touch with the presi-
dent.

Sensational Stories of Cause of
Ruesian Disaster. :

Vladivostok, June 12—A series of infer-
views which the correspondent of the Asso-
ciated Press has had with the naval offi-
cers who survived the battle of the Sea
of Japan, has developed a most sensational

(Continued on page 8, sixth column).
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