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" How China Feeds

Her Millions

~ The Farmer of That Country Has Learned Many Wrinkles Which e n o o o et

Our People Know About But Fail to Apply — Enormous

Wasteage of Civilized Countries is Utilized in Agriculture in
the Celestial Empire Where Labor Means Nothing and

Material Much.
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fertilizer, capable of forcing a crop
into rapid and heavy ylelding growth.

No Ohinese farm is without its
compost pits. In them are gathered
coarse manures of all sorts, together
with stubble, roots, gurbage and any
and all refuse. These materials usu-
ally are saturated with mud from the
canal bottoms, and, as has been said,
green clover is sometimes added, in-
cerspersed with layers of mud. When
ready for use this heavy mass s mov-
ed to the fields, always by man pow-

clover is sowed eoither just before or) °F) in baskets suspended from carry-
just after a rice crop is harvested, and
allowed to grow until the next trans-|dry form, a still longer and more la-
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court of the farmer’s house, There it
s spread to dry, to be mixed with
fresh soil and more ashes; it ig re-
peatedly stirred and turned for the
purpose of aeration, thus hastening
tae process of nitrification, Stone rol-
lers drawn by cattle are sometimes
used to assist in adequate puveriza-
tion.

The national aversion to waste is
well illustrated in the use of the
bricks from the kangs, or sleeping
platforms of houses, and of the dirt
floors of dwellings as fertilizer. T'his
practice is based on the hereditary
knowledge eof the Chinese that earth
tloors become heavily saturated with
caleium nitrate. When overcharged
they absorb moisture, and become
sticky and wet. Chinese contractors
go from house to house and village to
village, purchasing this soll. The
heat from the smoke flues which
warm the kangs, and the fermenta-

tion and absorption of products of

bustion, add el tg of fertili-
ty to the bricks, and they are remev-
ed every three or four years, and
broken up for immediate application
to the flelds, or mixed with composts.

Wheat foots are often cut from the
harvested straw, and used as compost
material. Valuable and much-sought
plant food is obtained from the bot-
toms of fish ponds, which are some-
times drained in the dry seasong and
converted into flelds,

Straw from thatched roofs, which
must be renewed every four or five
years, is highly prized as fertilizer.
It may serve doubly—first as fuel, and
then as ash.

A very laborious practice followed
by the farmers in some provinces is
the exchange of soil from one field to
another, Thig frequently is done be-
tween mulberry orchards ang rice-
flelds. The Chinese farmer has found

from long experience that it is mutte
ally beneficial to both rice and mul-'
berry trees.

Although there is practically no dr¥
tarming in China, there is & vast
system of canals, particularly in the
rice-growing regions, which serve
both for irrigation and as a meang of
transportation. The country enjoys &
heavy rainfall, and a longer growing
season than is common to the United
States, which lles a mean distance of
about 10 degrees farther north than
Cnina proper. These circumstanoces,
combined with the system of high fer.
tilizatlon, make possible exténsive
multiplecropping.

Two plantings of rice are grown in
the southern provinces, Farther north
there is usually a crop of rape, wheat,
barley, beans or clover, sometimes all
of them together, followed by rice, In
the extreme northern provinces,
wheat or barley is followed by some
variety of millet, soy beans, sweet
potatoes or peanuts.
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Canadians in the Overland 4 Four-

Door Sedan.

With this car the family has nothing

to fear from bad weather or bad roads.

While its Three-Point Suspension

Springs protect the car from road jolts,
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its snugly enclosed body keeps off the

cutting winds of winter.

The appointments of Overland 4

Four-Door Sedan from Auto-Lite S

ing and Lighting to its harmonious
furnishings are thorough and pleasing

in every detail.
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Overland 4 Four-Door Sedan

With the New Three-Point Suspension Springs
A car of unusual comfort, economy and .beauty

THERE is an especial appeal to Be sure to see the Overland 4 Fous)

Door Sedan and present the family with

roads in rough weather.
tart-

cluded.

a gift of continuous comfort over rough

Overland 4 Sedan, $1995; Coupe,
$1845; Touring, $1195; Roadster, $1195.
Prices f. o. b. Toronto. War tax in.

J. A. PUGSLEY & CO., ROTHESAY AVE.
For demionstration appointment gall Main 3170

and ask for Sales Department
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